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Tadashi, Ueda

A Study of the Yu Pian (E£%)
Résumé

The Yu pian (E#) written in 543 by G_ﬁ Yé~-wang (B T)
of Lidng (#) is the oldest Chinese dictionary. Originally it
consisted of thirty scrolls, but they were lost in China, and parts
of seven scrolls (No. 8, 9, 18, 19, 22, 24 and 27) remain in Japan.
Though Japanese students of these scrolls recognize their value,
the precise analysis of them has not been done. Studying fin-qié
(=) — a kind of Chinese phonetics written in these scrolls,
I found that Nos. 18 and 19 are the driginal ones written
by Gu Yé&-wang (B%F), and Nos. 9, 22 and 27 are the revised
editions by Xido Kai (Ffl%) in 550-551.

Six volumes of the Tenrei-bansho-meigi (FEZ %2 %) have
been thought in their style to be those of the Japanese priest
Kikai (Z2#) who edited the first four volumes simplifying the
Y@ pidn (Ef) in 830-835, and another priest edited the two vol-
umes continuing Kikai’'s work. This was confirmed by their
contents. Moreover, I believe that the texts used in editing the
first four volumes were original ones by G Yé-wang (BEEFT)
and those for the other two volumes were the revised edition
by Xizo Kai (FHZ).
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