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Okamoto Michio

On the “ Philosophy of Dialogue ”

— A Study of Martin Buber (I) —

Résumé

This péper, I hope, makes a starting point of a series of my
studies concerning Martin Buber. In the West, Buber’s influence
is tremendous in the fields of theology, philosophy, pedagogy and
psychiatry, but here in Japan he is comparativelyllittle known.
My attempt is to grasp his thought in following way: In the
philosophical pedigree he is on the line of religious existentialists
and is trying to confront the crisis of the present age. In my
opinion, Buber was successful in breaking through the limit of ’
the existential philosophy of the past in three points:

1) He rediscovered the “dialogue ”, or “I.Thou relation” between
God and man which occasionally was lost in the “Dialectical
Theology ”, especially, of the later Karl Barth.. '

2) He attempted to apply an existential approach not only to the
dark side of human existence (Sorge), but also to the bright side
(Hoffnung, Liebe). Thus, he propounded a new philosophical
basis to the study of human relation.

3) He introduced the hitherto narrow and limited study of
“individual ” existence into a new and open idea of “social”
existence. .

The latter half of this paper is concerned only with the second
point. As to the other two pomts, I would like to amplify later
in another occasion.
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