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Old Dogs and New Tricks 
Teaching Faculty to Teach 
Information Literacy 

 
Jason Vance & Kristen West 

Middle Tennessee State University 



Murfreesboro, TN 



James E. Walker Library 







Partner w/ other groups on campus 



http://www.mtsu.edu/ltanditc/informationliteracytr.shtml 





Watch your language 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/waterboysh/3412641115/ 

 



Activity: Name your presentation 

• Verb (-ing) 

• Web 2.0 noun 

• Academic buzzword 

• Adjective 

• Academic status (pl.) 



_____ the _____ : ______ for   
     verb (-ing)                           Web 2.0 noun            academic buzzword 

 

____________  ___________ 
                  adjective                                            academic status (pl) 



What we called ours... 

1. Beyond the Research Paper: Developing 
Alternative Assignments to Teach Library 
Research 

2. When Wikipedia Fails: Teaching Students to 
Evaluate Information 

3. Copy and Paste Plagiarism: Promoting the 
Ethical Use of Information Among 
Undergraduate Students 

 





Learning Outcomes Exercise 

Identify the best assignment for each learning outcome 



Learning Outcome: Understand the 

peer review process for academic 

journals 

1. Scrutinize a Wikipedia article for errors 

2. Review a journal article 

3. Compare author guidelines for several 
journals 

4. Write a 3o pg research paper 





Scan cover of Intl J of 
Sports Management 



Sports Illustrated vs. International 

Journal of Sports Management  

• “Becoming a Professional Football Team Fan: 
Differences Based on Level of Team 
Internalization” 

• “Giambi Gets His Freak On” 

• “The Influence of Coaches on Fan Attendance: Do 
They Matter?” 



Information Timeline Exercise 

Assemble each of the following types of sources 

in order from current to old. 





http://www.nma.org/modern/clean_coal.asp 

 







Sample Assessment Exercise 

• Write down one thing 
you will take away 
from this session and 
put into practice on 
your campus 
 

 



Results

• New faculty contacts 

• Word-of-mouth 
advertising 

• Increased instruction 
classes 

• Access to departments 

▫ Training 

▫ Assessment projects 



The next steps… 

• University Seminar 

• English 

▫ Adjuncts 

▫ Teaching Assistants 

▫ Writing Center 

• Speech  

• Pre-packaged, a la 
carte lessons 



For more information... 

Jason Vance 

Information Literacy Librarian 

jvance@mtsu.edu 

 

Kristen West 

Instruction Librarian 

kwest@mtsu.edu 
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