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AL

interviewed is an immigrate to Savannah from a surrounding
area, One of the skilled laborers who made her way in
Savannah without becoming a domestic worker, the dominant
work of the day.

Interviewer: Twila Haygood
Interviewed: Myna lLee Zeigler

Q: VWhat's your name?

A: Myna Lee Zeigler

Qs Where are-yon from?

A: Sawdust, Georgila.

Q: When did you come to Savannah?
A:  1G46.

Q: About how o0ld were vyou when you came to Savannﬁh?
A; I was about 19, I think,

Q: You grew up where?

A: BSewdust, Georgla.
' Qt You spent you whole life there?
A: Yes. 108t there.

Q: Where did you go to school?

A: Sawdust Flementary School, then I went to Swainsbore High
and Industrial School.

Q: What phureh did you go to?

A: I attended Beach Bright Baptist Church, then I moved to
Savammah, I moved my membership on down here to Comnor's
Tempde Church.

Q: How was your school set up?

A: It was det up nicely for the time. I enjoyed going.

We didn't have football games but we had basketball
and softbhall games.

Q: Were all tbe grades in different classes?
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Yeos. No. it was just one school and all the grades
were together and one tea~her at one time taught
all the grades small schell one time.

How man& months did you go to school?

I don't remenber.

Were all the students black?

Yeap.

Was the teacher black?

Yes, .

‘Do you ¥now if she had gone to college?

I don't know, I think she went to college.

You sald 1t was one school for all grades did 1t go
one through twelve?

' No. One through six from first to six. And then we

went to Swainsboro Bigh then they consolidated all
those rural elementary schools and that's when they
started having one grade in a class.

You said you went to what Churoh?

Beach Bright Baptist Church.

Did all your relatives belong there?

All my family bhelong there except ny'father and he was
a menber of Springfleld Baptist Church.

You were fairly sotive in the church?.

Yeah, I was on the usher board and go to Sunday
gﬁhool I use to attend conventions of all the Baptist
*hurch. | ' -

Did you find the Beach Bright a lot different from Con-
nor's Temple?

Well not to much different we Just have more :thinge here
at Connor's Temple than you do in my church in the
country we just have meeting up there once a month
which would be on the second Sunday,

When you say meeting &0 you mean you went to church?

yes.
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But we visited other churches but I pastor was there
once a month.

Did the whole church visit other churches?

yeos.

Do you reaember anything that happen to you as a child
that stands out?

Well I remember I use to like to follow my father all
the time until one day he asked ne to stay home to
plow. And then 1 got out that but I stayed home that
day but I didn't stay hoae after that. I use to
11ke to climb tr-es and what not.

What kind of thlngs did you have to do as a female?
You mean at school,

No, at homs, like clean the house.

Yeah. I had to oclean the house, cook and very little
33“1!_15 . . .

You mention plowing, knd of things did you grow?
Like any gardens cotton and corn and pess and'potgtoes.
Why did you come Lo Savannsah?

To take up & trade, at Madame Freeman Beauty shop on
Montgomery Street.

Wny did you stay?

After I got here and started working I sald 1t'was
gg::e;fttar here than up in the country so I just
Where did you go?

Madame *reemsn Beauty School.

Located?

Montgomery and Anderson Streets.

How did you pay your way?

I worked right there at the shop, I shampooed healr.
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'Q: Did all the girls who attendied do this?
A: HNo, just me. |

Q: Did she pick out the workers.

A: Yes she did. ‘

Q: How many in your class?

A: Well in my slass 1t wae twenty-two.

@: What kind of ente?talngent d1d you have?

A: Well I like to go on boat rides and I like to go to the
beach and sometimes night clubs.

Q: Did only mindle olass attend clubs?

A: No.

Q: Where did famous people who oome to the town perform?
Az Iﬁ differant‘clubs. |

Q: wers the boat rides 1like the ones on the Waving Girl.
A: Yeah, but it vas the Robert E. Lee tack in that time.
Q: How long did it last?

A: Leave about eight get back sbout eleven or twelve.

Q: What did you do on hoard for fun?

A: We danced and played ocards. They also had drinks there.
They used oarry bands down also. To the Fusskey.

Q: What were some of the famous people you saw.

A: 1 saw James Browm and B, B. King.

(about 10 minutes inaudjoble because of pot in xitchen)
Q: Did blacks acoept segregation when you were younger?
A: yesg, | ‘

Q: Did theyleVer complain?

A: I use to hear some complalnts but not like they do now.
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Q: Where did you stay when you came to Savanrnah?
A: On Ogeechee Road. 7

Q: Where did you make money from:-—

A: S8chool. |

Q: What kind of work did most of the women who stayed
_around you do?

A: They did mald work.

Q: Did they stay Ain?

A: No they u#ed to come and go every day.
Q: What kind of hours did they have?

A: Well I don't really know I gueas most of them went
around gseven and got hack at seven,

\Q= I have heard a lot about Daddy Grace, what 414 you think
of hin? -

A: Well, I didm't think too much of him but I used to go
around there & lot. <

Qs what interest you sbout going there.?
A: The band and the show they used to put on. They way
they aoted like he was God or sonething. I went
round there following the crowd big crowd.
Q: ‘When did the parades usé to be? |
A: The third 3aturday 1in September.
Q: Was the parade a big thing in the black community?
A: I guess so. .
@: Did all the black psople know when it wag and did they go.
A: Oh yes.'rnost'evﬁrybody -rent.

Q: Did they go because they liked Daddy Grace or did they go
because of the entertainment hles forever gave?

A: Because of the entertainment most of people who like him
marched in the parade. :

\.
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'Did most people who belong there were they poor?

I don't know.

Do you remember anything about the moonshine lbusiness 1in
Savannah? .

Wel, it use to be here in Savannah, ' I don't lmow about now
they use to catoh people and put them 1n Jall,

Do you know about the numbers?

No.,

Do you see that the police of more trutal than they have to
be? R
No..

Do you see that tho police are nastier in the ‘black neighbor-
hood than in the white neighborhood.

No.
Where are some of the place you have stayed 1n Savannah?

Ogeechee Hoad then I went home then I moved (inaudioble).
I stay on west 3h4th Street then I moved here,

Where do you stay now.
Lot HnKenzte Placse.

You are a beautioian? Don't you belong to the beautician lepgus,

Un~-um.

It is’ one of hhg mont respaotad black organizatlon in Savannah
i3 1t not?

Uh«huh.
Does this legua have any white members at all?

Well, they have a white beauticlan legue, too, white and
Colored belong to 1t.

- «' ' . @ s

Do they pus on mm‘f - . (
i ddn‘t Know abont the white but I know the oolored do,
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Whet kind of programs do you have?

You mesn for entertaimment. We have mod dances. We have
snnual Christmas dance. We have formals and halr stle

Bh“ 5. . o
Do you remesber anything sbout the Klu Klur Klan in Sardist?
Well, they d1dn't have no racisl things like that in Sardist,

1 didn't hear anything sbout the Klan until I came hers to
Savesnah, | ; T ‘

— ﬁnnt:do you remember the Klan did here in Savsnngh?

Let me ses it bean so long now I forgot they use to burn
orosses or something. | ' ' ,

Do you remesber the killing of anybody?

No. Uh-hwh, |

DIa they do anything else.

1 has been so 16#3 pow I just den't remember.

¥33 they frishteﬁJthprblack communi ty mach? |

Yes. | : “

How do feel about the demonstrations of the sixties?

I think we agcomplished a 16e°' |

Like what? |

We ubq t§5havo to sit in the back and eat now we can see
up at the counters, We used to have to sit in the back of
the bus now we can sit where we want.'

What 414 1% do for education?

It help the young people guite a bit. You ses these young

people ars getting the jobs that white people use to get.
So 1t put them up fromt,too. 3

‘D14 you paticpate?

No. T 41an°t i%e douwn but if they say don®t go %o a store.

K tried not to go.



@

—_ ..==W,,,&,.*éf%him.,rr et o T B R et st o -—=-_ .Tf?fﬂ;fm—- )

You saw the demonstrations on T.V. were the worst in Savannah
than other places,

I think it was prauty nice here in Savannah compared to other
places.

Were there any partoipae tragioc incidence during the demonstiyg -
tions.,

i don't think no one got k11led in Savannah.
What do you 4o in the church?
I sm.a member of the sisterhood they are trying always to help

~ somebody.

What happen during the services?

They hrve singing, praying and preachling.
Do most of the pesople you know are ﬁaptist?
Baptist and Methodist.

What are the differences?

‘Methodist Just knsai a hold lot more,

What 18 a2 good ;ob for a black in Savannah?

Sugar Refinery, Union Bag and Reilroad and Holsome Bakery.
Where dld poor black stay?

On the west side.

How 4ld hdu:ing look.

Like they going to fall down.

Did the poor go to any particular church?

They went to different churches. ;

D14 raocial positions get better after the demonstrations?
I belleve so they be together more.

Do you belleve your chypph was different from others because
it was large?
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Did the people who attend Daddy Grace glve him e lot of money?
Oh, yes.

pid he ever do anythlng to help blacks with that money?

No. I don't know 1f he got the money but they use to throw
money at him.

There will be a black man running for mayor next £al1l what can
he do that a white man cann't?

Well, L think a Dblhck man can dojust as good as a white man
Af he is qualfied,

Do you think he will look out for the interest of the black com-
munity?

Yea_h'.
Do you find that withe other black officers?
YQse LOOk at Bbbby Eillq
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