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Inviewed are four black brothers who have different views on the
movement., They are members of the Black American Movement B.A M.
of Armstrong State Coliege.

Question: Introduce yourself please?

Angwer: Sam Jonesg, Vice President of B.A.M, of Armstrong Criminsl
Juatice Major. :

Bruce Washington President of B.A.M,, Math Major.
Berman Jolmaon, Criminal Justice Major, Jumior.
Rick Morgan, Blology Major.

Q: Could each of you tell me why you feel that sn institution such
as Armstrong needs a Black Awareness Week.

A:; B I feel the B,A.M. needed the week to typify the plight
of black students in a predominately white jnatitution, I feel
that this week is symbollie of our efforts to be notice on campus ,
To let the rest of the student body know we sre here and

that we do have a purpose as well as to enlighten them to
the cultural heritage of the black man,

¢

3. 1 malso believe in that cliche 'That a culture lives on within
the people'and I felt that this week was very importsnt in that
we chowed that our oulture 1s still living snd we heve black ot
Armstrong even though 1t 1s a white institution still meintain
their pride. '

B. I sgree with Herman Johnson I think got to donwith identity.
1t sort of a self actualizatlon. '

R, First of =21l I think it is ashsme that we do have to have

a Blacﬁ Awareness Week, But institutions 1ike Armstrong, meybe
not Armstrong, as such, but let's say white americs makes black
awareness hecessary simply becsuse they heve e tendency to
ignore, to slight Plack people. The trouble with having &
Black Awareness Week is for the blacks renslly becsuse most
blacks have the wrong interpretation of what it to be black.
They give way to bigotry and the only thing they ere duifgny
When this is creating another H r another Jew they have given
way to bigotg. They forgetten a out the csuse the underdog
always as history has prove once he do begin to get notice

give to bigotry that's the denger, But most of us don't

think of the danger we just act, act anpd soon we will have »
gsitution that is out of hand 1t's already out of hand pretty
soon it will be gone totally gone. Biackness is not going to
be something to be proud of. We recognise diversity but we
shouldn't place a stamp of superiority on it.



white America.

R, It all up to

'Rick gald there 18 8 danger of yelling Black =nd Proud snd that

danger 18 & gtanp of superiority does any one agree O dis-
asrﬁe °

I dont feel guperior I don't think that yelllng Black or

Black power really Tecessarily jmplies thet 1 am guperio at
anyboy elseo Tt says that I'm really proud of whet 1 em 0¥

~ pagts Its llike you gay if white America never danied or
slight me in any way. 1 wouldn't heve a need for a Black Aware-
ness Week or s Black Americen Movement the purpose would be
genseless. We have been slighted in the past since we have been
looked down on as snferior. What we are gayling now 1s not that
ia-are superior to everyone but we are egusl they have a culture

sy are proud and so do we. And that is what that whole week

typified.

R. .The guestion is whether or not most realize this there are

a Tew~honestly feel with that preception we just don't think we
act we don't thing aboub the ramification of what we do pretty
seon we'll have we have already a sitution where our cilties

are bruning and blood is running in the gstreet. That just one
of the reasonsd. Tt eimple as I see it white America has crested
a Frankinstien andthat.Frankingtin as always 18 going to get

i1t 1t's going to get it and there's no thing that we can do
except for 2 few things. -

Do you any of you Know what Mormonism is do you remenber the
display:: that was put up ageinst our-display. I would 1like
to know what you felt about this especially Rick? )

R. I don't thoroughly understand Mormonism but from whet I do
understand about Mormonism tney-den’t believs thal pon-white heve
the game spirtual - as whites in other words they 347"

we are not spritual equal, So 1t founds we must not be

phycially equal arMstrong 1 feel owes the plack student body

‘an apology. Thils being FPlack Awareness Week snd yet they allow

a raclist religlous institution. Not founded on racism but somehow

has become perverted to get a racist tint in it. Set up

beside black display. Whet so they want they say nere be black then

glap you in the face I honestly facl it was o slight. Acts like
that once again make black awareness necessary. 1t mekes it nec-
easary they are just throwing wood on the fire, We don't think
Foruately for them the Black student body wasn't thinking you
right now they are sleeping but they are slowly waking up and
when they wake up and when China wakes up. The world 1is going
to shake it 1s going to be the same thing here Blacks are be-
coming aware of these things end sTe going to be down on these
institutions., Some blacks are slready awsre and alresdy down

on. them = The blaek students body st Armstrong weasn't thinking

because they should have protested right then snd there, They
should have not allowed that wes an injustice thet was » slight
it really was, - :
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Sam d4id ydu feel the way Rick did when you saw the disp;ay?

Bruce.l saw it I didn't see 1t as- dormonism. I didn't know
exactly what 1t was just a display now I realize what was up
there. 1t Just 1ike all of a sudden one day it was up

there I just through 1t waes another plece of art that someone
brought. Untll now. '

H. When I sew the display I through about it momentarily then
I realize it was part of a condition that exist all through out
America. Somewhere we thrown into the pattern of using white
ag a symbol of pure and even today most cholr robes in even

"black churches are white. On commune Sunday they heve white

every place at our church., Even the sngles are white winged
creatures flying around and this some where along the way wa
recleve the connotation that white means the best or whilte

means the purest., Therefore. 1 see how the Mormons have srrived
at their conclusion as whilte being more fit for 1life. And T re~
alize this and I feel as Rick it was & grave injustice. But

1t is also part of a larger scale that we have allowed our selves
to become entraped in. But e are slowly awaking snd thet in
the future things wlll be different.

3. I saw the display out there and I resented it because 1 saw
At as a slurp on us, too, I d1dn't want to come out snmd -
protest it because as you know religion has thrown our people
‘back through the ages., In this some people really believe
in 1t and 1t id a fact that religion has oppressed us. S0
I had come out and protested it I may have break apart our
segetment and that meny believe in their chrisitan
doctrine,

R. It is not really the religion that dows the oppressing..
It is just that religlon in the case of Mormonism snd Chris-
tanity serves as a haven for racist, They get 4in:and induce
their dootrine. Joseph Smith the founder of Mormonism

did not come up with the doctrine that blacks were not cap=
able of attaining the same gpiritual awareness es whltes
that came after like most raciet things. It always comes
afterward. So its not the religion 1t is that venom that
zz}son that gets in purity which 1s religion and just files
"_‘I;po ] )

8. I can agree with that because when blacks were brought
ts America rellgion was used for one thing to enslave.
they sald since they were Christieans and since we were
heathens we could be put in slavery without punishment
(on themselves) being put on.

B, Rick do you think we should protest.
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jgnorance to set up that thing there. Fox people mnot to
think you see not even to be awarencf one of the causes of
racism, One of things that is throwing wood on the fire.
If the administration at Armstrong would have just through.
That wouldn't have happer 4 the people who are bleck would
have just through. t wouldn't have happen. You mey

have & confrontation but they didn't hsve to set that up
there. Did they do 1t last year? I wasn't here, but they
didn't have to do that, They never stop ta think of the ilm~
plications of Mormonlsm they never stop to investigate
sort to eay.

BF. Ido not blame their religion though.

R. TIt's not the idea of religlcn you cann't blame the
jdea of religion you can blame the man who mede the doctrine
of their religion.

B, But we cann't blame the people because of the men made
doetrine that has ocome about because of Mormonism, Now

I agres that the doctrine ts racist but the ldeal 1ltself
is not bad. The dootrine is ae preverted idea.

R. What I really suggest ls this that we should glve 2
thorough investigation of anything before we bring it on
campus. Anything if they would invite the Black Musllm
_here ¥nowing how the Black Muslima feel about whites they
shouldn't have been invited. In the sake token knowing
how Mormons feel about blacks they ghouldn't have been
invited to.this institution,

Maintance refuse to set up the cafeteria on Firday night sny of
see any wider implicstions in this as maybe continue whith raclism,

B, No. I didn't see 1t, From what I understood we didn't turn
in the request in time to get the chairs gset up. It was lack of
communioation on our prt., Things just weren't organize enough

.or 1t would have been carried out. If we had been organized

. Qs
Az
Qs

K‘}
-~ A:

three er four days besfore he had ask for it. 1 would say yeap
there 18 no exouse for them not setting it up.

H, I agree with Bruce because to the best of my ¥nowledge it
wasn't any one persons you could place the blame on exoept _
yourself it was a sitution where plannling effect the center not
being set up. And in this case it possible could have been.

I know at least two of you were in on the Pan African Discussions
we had last yesr would any of you like to comment on some of
the ramifcations of that and why B.A.M. didn’t get into that.

S. Well, to briefly summarize Pan Afriesnism . Pan Africsnism



As

believes in &frica for Africans and when we try to get into it
last year wis had a whole lot of conflict, We had people tellign
other blacks in the organization that if you didn't belleve in
Pan Africanis you weren't black. And that yed hed to fake it,

I believe that the people resented this. And sinoe ify'wasN't
explain to them in ths terms it shoud have been explained they
regsented 1t and kick it out,

B. I couldn't have besn expected as he siad if it had taken on
a different attitude it was presented like he Baid if you don't
believe th;s you are not dblack,

One of the biggest confllcts was over the overthrow of capit-
1ism any comments on that? ‘

S. It goes back to the explaination if you don't show people
a good subsitute for capitialism they don't see why it should
be dons away with and that we didn't explain the eltrestives
to o,pitialism and what capitialism was during to the black men,

R, Personally I was there at the thing, If I os n remember cor
rectly, first of all I don't feel I know enough sbout Pan Afric-
anism to. I haven't investigated the doctrine but from whet I
gather anything that says me for me or this is For us exclus~

() 1vely you can have, It not going to do anything but worsten the sti-
uation.i In reference to the capitialist side of it. In my opinion

i1t shouldn't attack capitialism like that I am in no more in

favor of capitialism than I em in favor of communlism or sociallism.

There 18 a lot of good in each one of and there is a hell of a
¥k bad in each one alsoc so who is to say which system 1s best.
Take the hest gqualities #ff each one end ingtitute them into &
higher quality or a higher truth,

H., Back to what Sam said that Pan Africanism follows a docirine
of Africa for Africans., I differ from that strongly because I
inow Tatna faoct that 1 have grandparents who were killed fight-
ing for the U.S. and 1t probably goes futher back so I figure
that through all this dieding just helping the nation grow. I have
earn & part in this nation. And I figure that going back bto
Africa wouldn't help me take full advadventage of the privilge
I've earn in this nation. I believe that America for all the
people not one part of the country, for no pert of the populetion
in peaceful co-exiatence if nothing more,

B, That 1s the whole problem America has not been teking cere

of 1ts minorities that is the idea behind Pan Africanism becsuse
we have been slighted for so ma ny years. Because of the policles
that goes on in this country even today 1973. And the bellef

man ... I know you believe in this country but this country h-sn't

given you a fair deal, Or any other mlnority, except the ms Jority.

H, Imust admit that you quoted me wrong. I don't belleve in
this country for one thing next I agree with you we have been
slighted I don't think a retreat back to Africa would solve the
problem ®
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H.

B,

H,

B.

A7

Pan Aficanism doesn'’t say retreat back to Africa whet it
gays 18 all Africna unitad together and try to help one an-
other out. We cann’t do this thing with blecks in Amerlca
struggling agains the white man each one of us are fight-
ing let's unite and help each other.

Put more or less that would be a sense of separtism and

 that has ceuse the black man more problems than snything else.

Yes but it's eithsr separtism or keep our situtation the
way 1t is, : ‘

Né. No. There is canpiete eliminatioh of racial conseious-

ness., I am not saying get rid of diversity, respect diversity .

and maintain diversity maintain that black oculture but recog-
niase the beguly luc-other cultures.

I am not going to slight other cultures.

But we fail to look upon difference as a phrase of beauty
because that *'s the way we have been rise the whole society.
It*s not like me 1t‘s ulgy. And that's a dil big mistake,

No. I think we have been taugh the negative aspect of that.
¥e have always Deen told that white is the most beautiful.
thing., We have been brainwashed, When we was small we have
apprectiated them. We use straighten our hair but we espired
to become a part of this country but now the whole system

is reversed we gre saying our hair is beautiful. It is not
that we are slighting other cultures but we sre tried of thenm
forcing their cultures on us,

The gquestion remains is the best defense for one heng up

- pr extreme another extreme.

. The point is they have pushed their culture down our throats

for many years, We have gotten a sense of inferiority. Be-
caugse of the awareness of our own beasuty, our own culture,
This has turned away our sense of inferiority. If it results
in superiority wel... : _

R, Thie ofie’ thing we have got to keep in mind that the world lsn't

Sa

just black and white we often for get this because we've got
ayes own our swnselves, We forget that actually we are o
majority.

This discussion on Pan Africansm is typlcal of the discuss-~
tons on Pan Africanism in that the ture definstion of Pan
Africanism was never reasched., In that P.A. didn't exclude
the member of the white race and goes on about capitislism
earlier this system we have here in America isn't complete
oapitialism, To quote from 2 famous author Samuel Yate
tyears ag blacks in a capitialistic soclety were a finsnel
asset now they are obsdlete snd = finansl whole out.'
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“ R, If Pan Africenism is not just for blacks why is it at this date |
1973 are all the Pan Africanism nations united againat Isresl
end Isreal is very much a part of Africa it is right on the con~

tinent.

S.. Put 18 tha Teally P.A. in that we have learn what we have
learned here in Amerloa. Just because we have some whites are
from Afriea too, '

R. That is what I'm talking about there are whites from Africe yet,
' almost every African nation 1s reslly ready to take up arms
against Isreal. ' | '

8.1 don't want to get into a disoussion like this. I don't kmow sny-
thing about 1t, |

R, But from picking up the newgpaper you resd all the Pan Africanisn
nations are getting ready to condemn Isresl. It give you the
feeling if you are not black bye-bye, but sginit could be religion,

Most of Africs is Isalmie not Jewish.

Qs DowntMntourmmloubhokpoophrohutoommmuu
WMMaMkaWMmtummvmm
O_ ment on campua? .
i
As So-Itm:nkthomuhm,dltﬁmoﬁsrmnia:mmuu
in Amerioan need «tonhonpmduzﬂ.hm,am“,nmw
it is going to be one long continous atruggle after another

R. We are not the minority the whites are the sinorily instesd of having
atmmification of the minority sgsinat the so oslled moriwtghst wo need

B.' Hemmtmﬂmﬂiwinmmbutwhohuthopoverq

R. That‘dsponds on what part of the world you go in.

B. But what d oez numbers mean though. How mazy people look at who is
processing the wealth of the world., Yea sure. You meybe the majority tut
who owns like 1/10 of the worlds wealth. You might as well be a minority.

R. Well once we get over our hang up of resisn we wouldn't worry about wealth.
B, Well that ia a hell of a thing to get over.

Q: Noboly answered the queation of whether they think we should unite with other

/ﬁ\‘ ) Mﬂuo
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At

Qs

Q:

- long hours. And +this seems to have

A7¥F

S, I answered mthohogs,nning,ltunkuoo
R. I zeally can't ssy I ddon't understend the question.

I am asking should we united wieh the Indians, Peuto Ricans, or other Spain-
ish speaking Americana. ‘ :

R. Why uwte with the Indlans he hates you. He knows who put him on the
reservation, the white man.

Dowutﬁntou-ltruggjnismﬁnw

BE. Our struggle is the struggle of all people. Our struggle is for justice..
There is tryannty in all men, They sre ex] ting each other in Afxice.
They are exploritying each other. The thing we should unite ageinst is
trysmnty snd injustice. Not a perticular minority or a partieular majority .
Pecause even if the blacks took over right now you would atill have blacks
egloriting hlaoks. . '

S, Goling back to the question Twila, 1 think that one of tha best answers to

that question is the one given Yy the late Rev. Martin Luther King. Ons doo-

trine of racism isn't any better than sother . For instance as blacks being

diseriminators sgainst another group is no better in that we eazmn't condemm

the whites for what they are doing to us,

I have been talking to some of ¢ males in the organization and they have

d1ffering wiews on the black womans place in the movement. I would like

Sam to comment on this first.

S. 1 feel that the black female is the backbone of the movement,  In that

she supports her male and that days he oomes home after making eight -
, ! torn down some of his manlyhood. Work~

ing in trash trucks or soms other ng work. And to come to someone

who is loving to boosted you up.

i

H. I agree with Sam to a certain extent. That the black woman does play an
important pairt in keeplng up the hlack mens morale and in Ma everydsy Jife.
As far as, her place in the struggle though I think it would be impossible
to give her a particular place or certain assigned duties without being dis-
orimintor and you cann’t figth discrimination with another form of disorimine-
ation. :

I 1ike to ask Sam do you think she gshould always be in the baok-

ground, : . o . )

3. No'o I believe in using another sliche behind every good men
there is a good woman go you look at all great black leaders
and you will find some great female behind them even though .
ghe may not make the news of ten shouting out at the estishments
gome of those ideas are hers,
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- R. I like to.comment on that, I think 1t's a mistake that we

Az

Qs: -

A

don't have any woman here but this is how I feel. I don't think
there should De any sexusl disorimination in the struggle against
tyranny and injustice that is how I gee it, The woman as such

is & person. 1 dom't think a different set of rules should apply

" i’ﬁ.%ﬁa’%? M %Aﬂ %r‘yﬁ ggoﬁg'g&fn nag%%nmgﬂs”o&c ‘"’"""’or how

ever it goss we are like the wings of a bird, If a bird hess only
one wing that i only good it cann’t fly it will not sore to it high-
sat highten, With both of them strong equal let's say they will

_m to the most sublime hetghten,

I would iiko for averyone of you to tell me where you are from.
Btarting with Bruoe,

B, Rioclmond Virginia,
8. Savannah wglﬂo.
H. BSavannah Georgla.
R. New Orleans, La.

What implications did the struggle of the sixties heve on Sav'h, or
Richmond or New Orleans or in general or can you remember before the
sixitlies,. ‘

E. 1 think what we have experience in Savannah 18 a gredusl awaking
there are soms implications as Bick esaid earlier the avil slipping
in spnd that evil being people getting cut and giving power glgns

wearing Afros and not letting the meaning go into their everyday 1ifes

everyday _feenng's ‘toward and among black people.

S, Also commsnting on the Civil Rights movement in Sav'h. I fell
we have gain msmy things from the movement in Savainah but 1t hes
stop short in that the people are forgetting the ideals and motives
of thess people when they firat put these things into aotlon, But
going even further. I find in my experience I witness one thing
that was accomplised by the ,movoimt when I went off to school as
£ ‘at the Unverisity of 1sag that year was right after the
:“gggghgon_a t %got had taken place and two atudents were killed and

found at that portion of time blacks were given mors rights because the

system didn't know how to handle them., But when they gain the knowledge
of how to handle them and control their violence those rights were
taken away from them and the same thing hsppen here in Sav'h,

'R, I don't really know but this is how I see it the whole thing is

going from bad to worst you kmow. The Civil Rights movement doesn't
exist any mors in my opinion. We lost that sense of trying to
make the white man love us to hate the white +“iI%: men. Because he
hag refuysed, He is the loser. I think it change in thet sense for
the good. But at the same. time it's for the worst, It for the

. better bepause it helping to bring on the onalaught so to speak [

really feel that way and at the same time the reason I really want to
get it on at the end of everything there is always something new, I
feel as soon as we let this collidation hit head on we can sccept this
new thing that happening. '
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A: B, I think the Civil Rights Movement for what it purpose was 1n the
'60's which was to bring about integration in public eating places
ane the theaters amd places 1ike that 1t did acoomplish that dut that
ie about all it 4id ascoomplish the faot that we at one time through

cann't farce this on people. ' The wrsre thing Riok was saying abont
love sure just like legislaturing iove,. -

R: One laét_quaitlon We are trying to help a black man become mayor of Sav'h,
, do we want this, What could a black men do for Sav'n,

B, One of the Yeagons they want someone say with = new politicel
attitude regardless of rather he is black or white if he can -

-3ike ohangs the traditiona) style of Sav'h, from Deing a historioc
oity that should grow like all other oities do. One of the reasons

think they want this so Sav'h, oan stop living the Civil War,

And stop being historie and start to grow and start keeping some
of the talght'people-uu do have hers. Instead of having our young
people go to other cities to 1ive that i1a one reason, -

R. 0.K. personally 1 feel about Mr, _Hathis_pning_nayor ag I
feel about any other politican becoming mayor he will just tolk
loud and say nothing. But I feel that a black msn being meyor

will help at the seme time. Im the sense we wom%t have another
A.8.C, Hbrngn display recently Savaunah'pnt out a £1lm on the CONl=

I don't think that wil] happen again gee it 1z neccessary to eay
look I'nm black that it's necessary at the same time es faor as his
aceogpllahnents’adnln:str&tiiuly poltically I don't think there
will be any, But there will be that social inter asense thing - It
will Be notice and it's necessary it's tinme, ‘X mean, you know
- publish thig magizine. T was reading this maglzine called Sout
4V Sudden Living I oal} i1t. You look through the whole magi-
£lne bigger than _antd you see one black face, one black
Tepresentive, The sout 8 lily white and the people feel that
¥ay.. Sawannah prove it went they put out this film there were no
. blacks in Savamnah or no other minority Chinese or whateer. But
(_) they are not thinking once agaln people don't think they just sct.

e e e e e e o e
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A: H, 1 agree with Riok but I am more o

of a black mayor than he is. I feel the people need the sense of

ident{y as Sam sald, and taking from what Bruce ssid Tthink that

may be 8 change will benefit the city more and what the people want
is a change from the present system,

ptimistic about the sccomplishments
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