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AL
interviewed is s middle-age black mother and wife, native ﬁ
South Carolinian, who came t¢ Savaennah when segregation wes st
its helight, '

Interviewed: Begssie Haygood.
Interviewer: Twils Haygood.

Question: What is your name?

Answer:; Bessie Ellzabeth Haygood.

Q; How o0ld are you

Ag Forty-nine,

Qs When 1s the first time you came to Savannah,
A: Well, I came through Savarmnah in 1946,

Q: Where were youl born .

A: Georgetown, S.C.

Q: Do you think many people from Georgetown came to Savannah.

- Az A few not nmany,

Qs What brought you to Savannah,
Aé I uh, marriage.
Q: Did you get married before you came to Savannah,
Az yes.
Q: Well your husband was staying in Savannsh?
4: Yes he was staying in Savannah because his job was in Sav'h,
Q: What kind of work did he do?
Ay He 18 a crankhand for the Seaboard R.R.
¢ Did meny black people work on the R.R, during that time,
Az Lots: of them, |
¢ Was fhat consldered a good means of work?

As  That wag oonsidered a good means of work at that time for the
black man.

Q: Wher did you stay when came to Savannah?
A: I roomed on 39th Street west 39th Street 611 to be exact,
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Was 1t an all black area?

s It was an 81l black ares,

Wasgs it an upper middle class or lower middle cless area.

I would considered that umh middle I wouldn't say upper or
lower middle but middle.

Middle Clsas?

Right, They would be more or less upper middle clsss becsuse
most of the people there were either attending school or had
grpduate from college.

When you say school you nmean,..

I meant college.

- College?

Yes or postman or so 1t would be more or less to the upper mid.-
dle class,

What kind of professions did they go into. _
Teaching postman ... preachers fireman,
Firemen?

Conductors,

There were black firemen during that time?

Thers were black firemen, In other words, my landlord was a
firemen.

Were the stations (firestations) intergrated.

They were all black, What stations do you have reference too.
To the firestations.

I am not talking about firemen in the city, I'm talking about
firemen on the train, There weremen on the Seasboar#® R.R. and
coastline R.B, at that time,

Which was congidered the largest at that time you Just men-
tion two.

I think seaboard was consldered the largé8¥: apnd tban rocstline
now they have meraged, ' -

e



When you came to Savannah what kind of transporation 414
you have in the city. How did you get from place to place,

I drove a car,

Oht Was that unusal for that time.

Well you didn't see many black woman driving,

S0 you were consldered unusal to be driving during thet time,
2gééyfhere were quiet a few driviﬁg but not the majority as
Wes 1t unushl for you all to have a cap- doing that time.
Not really

Everybody hzd a car?

A lot of people had ears but most women weren't driving .1t
but there would be a car in the family,

So males dominated driving,

'To a great extent.

Getting back to college graoduates were talking abaut were you
referring to males then, too. '

Male and Femaleso_ 7

Females were attending college too.

Right,

Were there a large number of people attending college.

Well, I didn't know many people in Savannah the ones I knew
were attonding dollege because I met them in colilege.

What college did you go to?
Savannah State,

What kind of cﬁurees did you take.
Elementayy Education.

What courses did you take in Elemente,y Biucation,

Well I took Child psychology, Educational psychology. Methods
of teaching in elementary schodl, methods of teaching resding

and oh I cann’t rémembere

2246
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Had you finished high schoel by the time you ce me to Savennshe

Yes. I had already had s few college ¢redits when I came
to Savannah,

Did you conslder the education you recleved at thgt time inferior to
what you through the whites were getting?

Naturally 1t was inferlor because we dld not heve the ecuipment.
Did you think that?

I ...0ther words we didn't have the toole yes we knew it all-

the time but we just figured there was nothing we could do about
it,

After you left the rooming house where did you move?

We moved in Jrgver village,

Is'thls the gettlement where you buy homes?

Right, At that time thought they were renting they weren't gsell-
ing at that point., Later they decided to sell, but they weren‘t
as they should be. The houses were poorly structured they

were unsealed. What I mean by that the inside of the house was
cement block, the rooms were divided by cement block, of course,
they had hot water and bathroom facilitles but it would be bad
for your heath unleass you could seal it with some other mnterisli
and the floors were ocement, tile over cement.

Was this considered unusal was Craver Village considered unusasl?
Yes, Most people through they were nice places to stay.

So it was better quality even though,..

Yes Even though it was substandard it was better quality,

Did you move any place after Craver Village or how long did you
stay.

OH. I imagine we stayed there I'1ll say about six yesrs,

Were you still attending school during this time.

No, I had stop schonl reurs ggn,

What kind of profeesidﬁ did you have before you came to Ssvennsh,

Well, I taught school before I came to Savannah but bg me not
having my degree I wasn't hired here and that's why was going to
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school to work on my degree. but then I stgprted with a family,
And I couldn't afford to complete my eduecation,

Did éverybady who was tegching in sechool in Savannah have a degree?

When I came the ones who hed been here they were allowed to stay and
work on it but theyweren't hiring anybody that didn’t have 1it.

What kind of entertainment did you have? Where did you go?
What d41id you do? . ‘

Well, church was one of them.

Tell us about that, How did you get involved in church sfter coming
to a strange place, _ -

Well coming here I met a friend, In other words she came to be
a friend and she invited me to her church, I liked it I Joined.
And I've been a member there ever since Conners Temple Baptist
Chureh, :

Was the church what you expected.

It wasn't what I expected. It really wasn't what I really wes
accustom to but since I got in I never moved.

What were you sccustomed to in church?

Well, in church I wasn®’t accustomed to the type music that we have
nor was I aoccustomed to the type pastor that we hagd,

What kind of music did you have (Georgtown).

We had more of a sacred music that we have more of a gospei muslic,
You are talking of hymns and so forth,

And what was the difference batween the yastors?

Well, I would say he didn't have as much education ss the ome in
Georgetown,

So you didn't get es much from the sermons,

Mo, I didn't get ag much from the sermons because I couldn't
follow hin,

This gospel music could you desoribe it.

Well, at times you could dance to the music better than serve God
by it. I would say.

Is the singing loud or what?

Well, 1t's loud and it*s, 1t's very close to the musie you dance
by T would ssy that It would be very close to » jazz or roek.
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Well, you Just didn't enjoy this t

else in that church who didn't,

Yes. GQuite a few of

229

ype muslc did you know of snyone

my friends seid the same thing sbout it.

Why we stayed we'll never know, But even now I won®t leave it,

You would=*t leave the gospel even though you don't 1like 1t7?

Even though I don’t 1like 1t I will still stick to 1t because now

1 feel as if I am a part of that church,

I just wouldn®t want to.

And to make a change now

Were there any churches in Sevannsh that you know of that had the
kind of music you were accustom to, .

Quite a rew of them,

And you visited them,

Ocoationally.

There has been a lot of talk of Daddy Grace in
in the earlier daye, Did you know anything of

The only thing I knew about him was disgusting.

ing, as far as, I was concerned.

would call it a tent with sawdust Tlooring and
Jump and get happy and waller in the sew dust »
about it and I through that was very inhuman,

They say he was s very rich man.

I would be to ir everybod; would esorifice and

money .

Oht They saorifice to give him money 2

I ¥mow they had to you cou

the bdlack community
him?

He was very disgust-

They hed a tent, I guess you

the people would
nd he would lsugh

8ive me all their

1d tell from the type homes they came from

they vumm had to sacrifioce to pay him, They would even make him

paper sults at what they called

what it 18 called.

That's when they have a bi

They usually hsve that the

gowns just to pArade and dance in the atreet,

waste of money when that money could have hel

confroncation I think thet is

third Sundsy in Sept,

g parade snd these people put on $100.00

It was just a

ped some poor person,

You said the peoprle scarifice ¢ You mean they were mostly lower

class,

Lower Clasa Blaoke,

That were interssted in Daddy Grace,

I would say that, of course, it would be s mirx

ority I would say,

I have no statisticas to bac

group but the moj-
k me up now,

3
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You said you could tell they sacrifice by the dwellings they lived ir.
could you describe some of them?

Well, all you have to say 1s a shack snd that would be it,

A 1ittle more description.

Well, it was worn, the plasces should have been torn down years ago.

Did they have indooyr haths,

No, They had outdoor bathe, the floor you have to step across
holes in the floor. You could go to bed and look through the
ceilings and tell how maeny stsre was in the sky,

Were the majority of the blacks in Savannah in the lower class?

That'as hard to say but you found a lot of them in plsces like frog
town, oh the houses surrounding Yrameraw Village, and The fort
and there were other places that I cann't remember because thera
were places 1 had never been but I heard a lot about it.

Did the lower class have any other special Treligion. I have
read of Father Divine did he have a following in Savamah?

Not that I recall,
What kind of work did you have during the years?

Since 1 dldn't complete my sducation what I did mostly was in
dry cleaning asd I did this because the hours sulted me because of
my .Ohl_ldrenn

Was the work hard?
Very hard,

Do you think if you were from Savamnsh, a black person from
Savannah with two years college and knew peopleyou would have to
work go hard, '

No. I think I would have had a better chanse,

S?ryou think 4t wes discrimination partly because you were from.
off. o

No. I wouldn't say it was discrimination because I wosn't =

Savannhian, I would say it was not discrimination, at all.

1 would say I just éidn't know the right paople or get in the
right cirecle. In other worde I didn't visit enough or didn't

g{ygggunﬂ encugh to know the people who could probebly have

You found this in every walk of life or just ir getting jobs, That
you had to know the right people?
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Te a certain extent in all areas,

What were your other jovs.

Until recently I worked in the cleaners, then for about two months
at Holsome bakery and that was hard work. And since thet time I
worked as an aild (teacher®s) for three years, sc after my experi-
ence with all different low raying jobs I decided to g0 back to
school and that's what I am during now,

Do you find many black women going back to school st middle life.
At my age no,

You don®*t find more than ususl,

Not at my age, you see quite a few but there are still more white
than black but they are ths majority that we have to take into
conslderation,

You were talking about entertainment and you stop at religion
what else did you de.

Well, I like to déhce I would dance a lot. And I would g0 to oconcerts.
Where were these concerts held?
Well, it was the umm the eity auditorium (2 Tew whites in balcony)
and oh. coconut grove I just cann't think of this other place the
only thing I can think of everytime I think of thls place wes hesr-
ing Ruth Brown she was a great singer at that time.
Well, do you know where 1t was located at.

*Lathop

It was on La{thorpe west ﬁaythorpa between Bay and Augustes Ave,
(Linocoln Inn).

You mention Ruth Brown and you said you heard hexr twice there.
I heard her there twice,
What are some the other Famoms peopie “you saw.

I have been to hear Buddy johnson, Lionel Hampton, all that came
thet I like I went to sse.

What kind of people frequent these Places more black? middle-
class? Lower class? or what?

Well, no I don®t think the lower class brother to much about it end it
would be more or lesg the niddle-class, _ :

The middle~class.

¢ Umph, Umph,
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Did you find more women than men or...

There were always more women han men?

At these affalrs?

Right. You find that even in church.

Did the famous artiat come to perform just for the black community?
Right, They were boocked for the black clubs.,

And they d1dn't play on separte night for the white community?

No these were black entertainers. _

Well, in other words blacks did&ot entertain whites during that t%me?

A few did, but they didn't entertein blacks at the seme time thot
they did whites,

If they did it they were booked on a different...

date. Right,

They d1dn't come and just stay “wo deys and left,

No. They would be at different places, different entertainment
centers, I don't know of any leading blacks entertaining whites in
Savannah, But I know of local bands were often at white entertsin.
ment but the real famous ones I don't know they entertaining the
whites, ~

What kind of dress was worn at‘hese concertas?

Well, Jjust an after five no long dress Just basic cockteil dress
is what we mostly wore,

What date was this?

Just before you were born (1952),

About 1953 or so?

yea,

Were the dress long then or what?

They were about I say midi lenght.

Where is that

Half way the leg just the midi thet you where now it's fashio

comi back, We had the pl-tform shoes at thet time then we
camengrom there to the nnkle strap then to pginted toes.
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Did you dance when he bands came to Savannah?

We sure did.

What kind did_you do?

We waltz asd the fox trot the, Swing, the Bop oh what you ca 11 1t?
Are you talking about the mumbo?

The Mumbo, the Tanglo, and the Rumbo, We didn*t have the dances
you have today.

In other words you were never entertained at any of these places
by white entertainers. :

Never.
Were any of the bands intergrated?

Never °

“svaniiah is famous place for Voodoo snd Roots 40 you know about

Voodoo and Roots,
I know of Voodoo and Roots,
Are they two different things.

I don®t kmow I put them 211 in the same oategory because it something

to laugh about az far as I am concern.
But did other people believe in it,
Some people really believed in it,

Did they put money in it,

Yea, They pub all they earned in it because it was a way to help
then, ’

In vocdoo 4o you remember if they through it was a way to cure them
when they were 111, to make them rich, tdhelp them get good Jobs?

Right, Those were incentive for using Roots snd Voodoo. Whatever
name you have for it. They would use rabbit feet sand the sort for
good luck or a lot of people especlally the lower olass would spent
a2 lot of momey and buying numbers am?  tl'gry would run to these
root people or Voodo or what have you for numbers trying to cstoh
the lucky number. They would pley a whole year neybe $10.00

2 week $20.00 2 week some as high as 5,00 a week snd probebly
once a year they would ceteh it for $600.00 and through they well.

The point of the Numbers wae to get what they considered rich.

Yea. In other words it was just «=wice,
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You said twenty to twenty-five dollars a week are you telking about
lower class people? '

Ohi{ Selling them nat catching them.

Well, naturally they couldn®t catch wircugh because they were spent-
ing too much but the person who ran the game profited from it

& lot,

Was the mumbers ithe only i1llegal racket in Savennah during that time
that you can remember,

Well, unstamed whiskey was and is now,

Un what?

UNstamped whiskey,

Do you mean moonshine?

Moonshine, right of course, it was more of it then then now be-
cause the law is really tougher on thenm now and they give thenm
longer sentences so that has stopped a lot,

Did they have moonshine liquor in houses.

Bight, That is the only place they couid sell it,

They d1dn°t have speak easies?

In unknown of olubs,

Ohi NO! A1l the clubs that I have ever gone to had stamped whiskey
they were so0ld at s higher price thgn you would get it from the
whiskey store. But they were sesled in other words 21l the clubs
have bars,

What kind of work did most black females have as a whole not just
upper middle olass,

Domestic work, |

They worked in the homes of whites,
Right,

Did Hhey stay in?

No. They commuted, by bus,
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Did you ride the bus much during this time?
No, I never got a changg to ride the bus too much,

You were from out-of town and had 2 change to compare, Did
Savannah seem hehind to you in racial attitudss,

Whose attitudes,

Whites the community or a whole with race Telations were they
behinds,

I don't know they were both in the south,
Do you think things are better now?
They are about the same,

yea, We are intergrated but you see a lot of segregation in all
Jobs, On the surface we iInteragted.

Were you ever North you said both of these cities were southern
states?

I was in New York I spent time in New York.
Bow did yoit...

They are segregated there there, Not in the sense that we sre here
but they are segregated maybe move so than we are. Because in

tia mouth Yne bluock spnin the souti owns more property taan the
black man, too, but he hasn't acoomplished as much.

S0 you feel that this accomplished is worth more than being eble
to g0 where you want to,

The place you go didn't mean that much if you dldn't sdvance any
more in your jobs, BRBut now its gquite a difference the last

time I was in New York was in 1948, I mean to stey for a while,
of course, I went for a few visits but the questions you are osking
cann't be answered by a few visits. I've know in New York you
could go €0 a club they couldn’t asgk you to go out but, =28 soon ss,
you've heve finishedeating they woulgbreak th# plete you ate out,

Did you find a lot of people from Sevannah going north?

I have ment quite a few people from Savamnah up north. In other
worde in all southern states there are a lot of blocks that nigrated
north, That was because they could find bebber jobs they 40 have
better Jobe they just don't accompliash as much and that’s because
because its overcrowed I suppose and property is hordesz to get.
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Did you find a lot of people moving from rural sreass to Savannsh?

That I wouldn®’t know my clrcle was s0 small so I wouldn®t know too
nuch about that,

Now we have a lot of people who say they hste white people.
Were there pecple like that duri:y an earlier period.

There will always bYe people that wey,

Then there were people like that?

Naturally

How were they treated by the ﬁlack commrunity?

They were accepted because all the blacks had some bad efierience
from some white person sometime or other.

S0 these peopls were just the ones you felt...

They were the ones who let everybody kmow about it, Their some
bad experiences I have had, of course I don't talk about them.
Because me having two years of college then theru nvraseople who
have been my foremen who doesn't even know what o high school wes
like s0 naturally, I would have a little hostility but it wes be-
cause of my color that I could be nothing but = presser. Although-
they would make mistakes and T would have to help them., Not reslly
have to but X dld. But still there were times went I resented
them getting more money than I d1d when I figure I could do as
well or better than they could that in itself would csuse a lot
hostility if you justitske for instance yourself if you were equip
for a job and yow 'wasn't hired for that jJob because of your color
it would effect you it really would and that couldn't be helped,

S0 you are saying that most of the peopl were behind the demonstration
(60) so forth and and Martin Luther King,

Most people were interested in the demonstrations, of course,

they 41dn't Like the violence. I don’t think anybody like the
violencs but the ones who took part in it and I don't

really belleve that they really like the violence but a lot of

the violenoce was brought om because of being provoked. Because
during all these demonstrations a Colored women ocould walk down

the atreet and a white man would just holler out profanity snd

there was g lot done to Colored woman walking alone during thot time
and naturally that would cause people to want to fight. When they
had the alt-ins and walt-ins they were baing insultedlots of theme
whites ita haxrd to keep from hitting somebody after they have

hurt, The Bible says if they hit you on one cheek glve the other but
who oanddo 1t. Or if you do you think of something 1've hesrd

once it says yes the Bible says if sleps hit on one cheek yes
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you give them the other but At didn®t say what to do after that,
really you would want to knock him and hurt him beck. That's
humgn nature.

3, Who did blacks in Sav’h, feel was their leader?

Bos2a Willlams and W.W. Law he did much but as a whole in Savannah
there was noone who did as much as Martin Luther King himself,
Although he wasn’t here he came on visits but his visits meant more
than the ones who had been here reople respected him,

You saw on Television about demonstrstions did it hit Savannsh as

hard as other southern eittes.

Well, yes and no I remember the time when the boreott was on
Broughton Street we would have sgit-ins there and a lot of my
people was hurt. A lot of police here here were burtal to them.

And 1 didn't like the idea of them putting ges and watwr hose on
our people., I guess they felt that w.s the only way end they

would throw them in jall and a lot of our young people they would
throw them in jall and throw charges on them and they hsd polic-
records, Those are the things I dislike sbout 1t but now I

realize to have a break through they had to do this. There was

no other way. If it hadn’t been for that a lot of people who

have jobs now wouldn’t have Jobs a lot of our children who ere

able to go to Armstrong they wouldn't be there today if At had

been for these wailt and sit-ins, a lot of our girls who out of schocl
back there why I had to go to dry cleaners if you didn’t presoh

or teach you were just out you didn't have a Job unlesas 1t woe

a domestic or some job of that nature., Some low Paying Jobs.

And things are better now?
Well, our children are seeing better they have better Jobs so 1t
could be much better I'm not saying it canm’t be better it needs
nuch improvement in other wirde it needs polishing,

Did you think certain people in the movement more he r® then good
because they are militaxm; )

Yes, I would gay they d1d hurt a lot of them. I would say
ggggtggegggﬁzsiggggeoggt if they were thinking could probably
What was the moving force behind the movement.

The Church, The Churohes.,. '

What was the moving force behind the churches,

Dr, Patterson , Re was.one of the best, |

What church was he the pastor for?
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He was at Bulter Pres. the same place he ig now.
Where did the upper class blacks live?
Well, Henry street between price z=nd East Brosd wes known as the

five hundred for blacks and out Liberty city, 39th St. west and
37th St. on back,
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