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A Study on the “Functional Change” from Play to Sport

Tomio MARUYAMA

Play becomes sport, only when players give a goal or a task to play. It can be
said that this translation is a functional change (Funktionswandel) from play to sport.
On this translation, play may undergo a change on not only external forms but also
internal qualities.

The purpose of this study is to make this functional change clear, and to compare
some qualitative differences of two phenomena. For this purpose, this study compares
and considers both activities in conformity to the F. J. J. Buytendijk’s phenomenological
approach.

The summary is as follows:

Play has two simple and intrinsic characteristics; that is (A) play is a very
capricious and personal activity and (B) play is the coexistence of both subject and
object. Because of these two characteristics, (1) play has minimum “play rules” which

e

decide inner boundaries. (2) play has a non-oriented dynamic pattern, that is, “a
circular movement” (Kreisbewegung). And (3) a play world is “a being-value-world”
or “a world of intrinsic value”.

Sport can be classified into two categories. One is a personal and non-competitive
“Leistung”, the other is a “Wettkampf” requiring social interactions. Sport is both a
goal-oriented act which players will, plan and endeavor for the goal-attainment. (1)
Leistung has “autonomous norms” which are self-established as an ideal standard of
the act. (2) Wettkampf has “social norms” which are institutionalized among the people
involved in sport. Sport is a goal-oriented activity but momentarily a coexistent
activity with objects. So (3) sport has “a spiral movement” (Schraubenbewegung)
pattern. And (4) a sport world is “an existentially dual world” which is composed of
* a4 world of resistance and instrument” and “a world of intrinsic value”. Moreover,
Leistung has a subworld of autonomous value and Wettkampf, that of relative value.
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