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A Study on the Introduction of MAP (Miyagi Adventure Program) in
Japanese Schools and its Problems

— About activities of MAP in elementary. junior. and senior high schools in a preparation period—

Masamichi Kobayashi Tomio Maruyama

Abstract
Purpose
The Miyagi Adventure Progranr (M.A.P) is planned to be introduced in all of Miyagi Prefecture's schools, except
those in Sendai, in 2003. The purpose of this study is to evaluate the process of introducing this program into the

schools, and to identify the different problems arising from it.

Methodology

Questionnaires were sent to all junior and senior high schools in the Miyagi area, as well as to elementary
schools in Ogawara and Sendai. Between October 9th and 20th 2001, 75.0% of the schools sent their replies.

A second questionnaire was sent to 69 M.AP. circle members, and to 82 participants in the "Adventure
Programming" and "Adventure Based Counseling” workshops, held in Hanayama Village. 39 participants (49.3%)

sent back their answers.

Primary Results

Within Miyagi Prefecture, 12 elementary schools (12.6%), 27 junior high schools (22.0%), and 13 high schools
(21.0%) will adopt the philosophy and methods of M.A.P. in their classes and extra-curricular activities.

In their replies, many teachers report that the results of the M.A.P. methods are clear. Their students come to
respect others (65.2%), coopcratc more effectively (66.2%), and get along with their peers better than before
(60.9%).

Many other schools however experience difficulties with M.A.P.. Often, the teachers mistakenly think of M.AP.
activities merely as a kind of game. Many schools are not organized to introduce the project, and/or are too busy to
free up time to do it effectively. Also, the structure of Japanese classes itself poses a problem: 40 students is too

great a number to manage, and 50 minutes is too little time for most M.A.P. activities.
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