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Digital Badging Project
New Path to Teacher Credentialing

• Goal – Provide online, competency-based 
professional learning opportunities for Georgia 
teachers that lead to enhanced understandings and 
instructional performance relative to the Teacher 
Assessment on Performance Standards (TAPS). 

• [The TAPS are a component of the Teacher Keys 
Evaluation System (TKES).] 



What is a Digital Badge?



Thinking About Metadata

Taking a photo with a 
smartphone 
• image alone 
• associated with the digital 
image is a wealth of data, 
including date and time the photo 
was taken, the file size, focus 
settings, and more
• if a GPS chip is in the phone, 
coordinates of where the photo 
was taken are also part of the 
data file 



Metadata for Learning

Mozilla Foundation’s Open Badges project - a set of common 
protocols for the kinds of data accessed when clicking on a 
badge 
Metadata typically associated with a badge 
- issuing institution and date issued
- perhaps an expiration date
- rubric or standards used for assessing competence
- the artifacts that provide evidence of learner accomplishment
Badges show accomplishments and learning pathways at a 
level of specificity not possibly revealed through diplomas, 
course grades, certificates or PLUs.





Digital Badging Project



Standard 4: Differentiated Instruction Modules
Module 1 – Communicating
Your Rationale for 
Differentiating Instruction 
(Knowledge) 

Module 3 – Remediating, 
Enriching, Accelerating to 
Further Your Students’ 
Learning (Execution)

Module  4 –Grouping Your 
Students to Maximize Their 
Learning (Execution)

Module 5 – Supporting Other 
Teachers to Differentiate 
Instruction (Leadership) 

Module 2 – Using Your Students’ 

Assessment Data to Differentiate 

(Execution)



Project Model of Instruction
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Module 4.1: Communicating Your Rationale for 
Differentiating Instruction 

https://georgiasouthern.desire2learn.com
/d2l/le/content/293122/Home

https://georgiasouthern.desire2learn.com/d2l/le/content/293122/Home


Ms. Megan Bostian
Southeast Bulloch HS



“Open badges sit at the intersection of 
evidence, learning, human-computer 
interaction, and information technology.” 

Kevin Carey, The End of College (2015)  



Tom Koballa

tkoballa@georgiasouthern.edu


	Georgia Southern University
	Digital Commons@Georgia Southern
	Mar 4th, 11:30 AM - 11:50 AM

	Digital Badges, Bringing About Changes to STEM Credentialing and Instruction
	Thomas Koballa
	Recommended Citation


	Digital Badges, Bringing About Changes to STEM Credentialing and Instruction

