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BONE ARTIFACTS AT MONT REPOSE:
POSSIBLE MOTIVATIONS FOR PRODUCTION AND TRADE

by
JAMES B. HARPER IV
(Under the Direction of Sue Mullins Moore)
ABSTRACT
Material culture is a vital component of archaeglo@he identification and designation
of artifacts and their uses can assist in contdixing historical sites. At Mont Repose, a
rice plantation inhabited during colonial and aelebn times, a structure has been
partially excavated. Included in a collection ohle artifacts unearthed from this site are
bone buttons, bone toothbrushes, bone handfan parts lice combs, and artifacts
thought to be parts of a needle case or a Yorwdtassitem. These items display a high
degree of manipulation and offer many interestipgdtheses regarding slave plantation
life. The bone artifacts associated with this diaid) have helped the faculty and students
responsible for this work better understand thesidss occupation and activities that
took place within.

INDEX WORDS: Bone artifacts, Mont Repose, Jaspaur®y South Carolina,
Gillison family, Slavery, Rice plantation,
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Chapter 1

I ntroduction

Mont Repose is located in Jasper County, Southli@arbetween Gillisonville
and Coosawhatchie. This property can be reachéxhbgling west from Coosawhatchie
on South Carolina Highway 462. The plantationt &xists today encompasses
approximately five hundred acres owned by MarthecBl This tract of land is currently
operated as a private hunting preserve and incladeg®rous ponds, agricultural fields,
wooded areas, and the bluff which was likely theatmon of the planter's home and
outbuildings. It is as yet undetermined wheredlage quarters were located. Previous
owners of this land were less than conservatiordednwhich has resulted in a high
occurrence of disturbance. There are also norigdtaildings present at Mont Repose.
Documentary research conducted by Dr. Moore andnagry students have revealed
much about the possible owners and inhabitantsigtice plantation.

There are no standing historical structures at NRegose, leaving only questions
regarding their whereabouts. The oak avenue leatie mobile home, grape arbor, and
deer stands which occupy the proposed site of @ia house. There is evidence to the
east of this avenue, however, of another intentitbea planting which leads to a garage
building. Archaeological excavations have beenoamgat Mont Repose since spring of
2000. Initial fieldwork activities including arohal research, ground survey, surface
collection, and mapping were conducted in 1999is Work led to a greater survey of the

property. Vital information was collected duringeries of posthole tests conducted
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along surveyed grid lines. These efforts direebechvations and eliminated certain areas
for the possibility of inhabitance contemporarywiiont Repose’s colonial and
antebellum occupation. Through the process ofieéition, a bluff located directly south
of the Coosawhatchie River was considered as kkéyllocation for historical

occupation at Mont Repose. Though the locatiortk@ftlave quarters, main house, and
outbuildings are not known, there is evidence wimnclcates the presence of a slave
dominated building in the N800 E800 area of oud giThe features associated with this
structure include postholes, a significant chimfadly a hearth, and a wide assortment of
household artifacts. While conducting a searctlitferexact position of the main house,
outbuildings, and slave quarters, evidence of wioatied structures has been uncovered
on the bluff including distinct nail distributionstains in the soil indicative of postholes,
a chimney fall, and other features which can besictaned the remnants of colonial and
antebellum plantation buildings.

The worked bone objects described in this papee wrcavated in two abutting
units, N808 E800 and N808 E802. The southwestersrof these units exist along the
same N/S axis of our grid but are two meters aglartg the W/E axis. These artifacts
originated from similar depths in these units. Maone buttons which seem to
demonstrate different stages of manufacture or fication as well as bones fro8us
scrofa,domesticated pigvere recovered in N808 E800. Some of these bsitiom rough
on one side and polished on the other. This maigate that these buttons had cloth
attached over the polished surface, as describetny sources, or that the smooth
surfaces faced outward and were worn smooth by ammuieage. In addition, two small,

somewhat intact hand fan sticks were found intis. These objects were part of an
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ornamental carved bone fan. N808 E802 also yiehdederous buttons similar to those
found in N808 E800 including food bone (some ofabhtould have been used in button
production) and one fragment of what may be a fiysk or, more likely, a needle case
given the presence of sewing paraphernalia. Taeralso two smaller fragments which
seem consistent with the size, decoration, andriggien of a turned bone needlecase
found at the Cabildo Government Building in Newdars. More mundane household
items have been excavated from these units asingliding two carved bone
toothbrush fragments, fragments of bone lice corabd,pieces of metal cutlery with
bone handles. A bone handled fork was uncover&8it0 ES00. The bone handled
knife found in the multi-use structure was foundNi®08 E800. This varied assortment
of everyday items seems to confirm the designaifdhis structure as a multi-use area,
likely dominated by African-American slaves.

In Back of the Big HousendThe Afro-American Tradition in Decorative Arts
John Michael Vlach describes the varied and speeikkills developed by some early
African-Americans. His work has illuminated theliges faced by slaves and their
attempts to adapt to a harsh reality.Thre Afro-American Tradition in Decorative Arts
the author discusses a traveling assemblage afakf¥American made artifacts which
toured the country during the late 1970s. Thiskwsimportant when considering the
cultural adaptations made by slaves during thetioreaf a new sub-culture. The
African and European influences upon handmade tshjepresent the assimilation of
both into a single material culture. Some of thgots created by African-American
hands were done to satisfy creative whim and arésfpression. Many objects were

created from necessity and stand as a physicaseptation of the creoloization of
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European and African cultures. This publication #relcollection it describes are
important tools any scholar can apply when resaagdihe material culture of African-
Americans and the distinctive origins of people abpbcts.

This study is an attempt to describe and contdizelthese artifacts. Many
aspects of colonial, antebellum, and postbellunmhsra history and culture are
examined and presented as evidence in the invastigaf the bone artifacts described
herein. Further excavations will provide more mfiation about this assemblage of bone

artifacts.

The Originsof the Slave Tradein Carolinas

The British and other European countries playeamoortant part in the North
American slave trade after the Spanish and Poréugegan to recede from the Americas.
New European colonies needed slave labor and nescbhliged. By the end of the
seventeenth century, British colonists realized &fecan slaves were cheaper and easier
to control than white indentured servaht¥he Dutch and British began to slowly
introduce African slaves to satisfy labor requiratsan their respective American
colonies. For some time, the colonies acquiredesldrom Caribbean Islands. Over
time, as demand for slaves grew, Europeans joudneyAfrica itself to fill their slave
ships. Indeed, during the early eighteenth cendinact trade began between Carolina
and slave merchants from AfriéaVirginia, Carolina, and other colonies neededdsin
slave labor to conduct the many operations assatiaith tobacco, rice, indigo, and

other types of agriculture. Beginning in the seégenth century, planters took advantage

! Stampp, Kenneth. pg. 24, Genovese, Eugene. pg. 34
2 Thomas, Hugh. pg. 258;Joyner, Charles. pg. 14
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of their close proximity to Charleston, a major k&iplace for African slaves, and
bought thousands of men, women, and children t&wod live on their plantations.

The lack of stability in the colonies made it diffit for Africans to adapt and
form set cultural groups and custom#n the lower South enslaved African-Americans
took advantage of various opportunities to imprthear lives. The seventeenth and early
eighteenth centuries saw a different form of slgikan the type characterized by the
plantation system, which came about after stapddymt agriculture was refined. The
“Society with Slaves”, as described by Erskine K#an his boolDwelling Place: A
Plantation Epic¢ was typified by the variance in economic resosircéhe many different
pursuits designated slaves as only one form ofrlabbe exploited among many othérs.
In this climate of trade, Africans were able to pida certain social flexibility or fluidity
which benefited them to a substantial degree. cAfrs born in the Americas, or creoles,
made up the majority of the slave population byrttiédle of the eighteenth centuty.
They were able to trade to a certain extent wittoReans and attain status with greater
ease due to the model set forth by Atlantic Crewleé3pain, Portugal, and Western
Africa. Africans learned different languages aedealoped their skills of communication
and negotiation. They were able to pursue freedorasionally because of their social
acumen. Africans in the Americas of the seventeantl eighteenth centuries used their
intelligence and skill to educate themselves imlegatters. In some cases they were
able to defend their freedom with this new foundwtedge. Atlantic Creoles, as Berlin

calls them, were astute and claimed Christianitgrte@xtent in the attempt to further

% Fogel, Robert William. pg. 31
“ Berlin, Ira. pp. 24-25, Genovese, Eugene. pg.4
® Fogel, Robert William. pg. 31
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assimilate into European sociétyAtlantic Creoles were also able to take advantdge
relative stability and form family units. Certaifrican-American family lines in

Virginia were continued for generations and incligealthy landowners and
slaveholders. Initially, slaves arrived in the 8o small numbers and proved valuable
to European-Americans in the face of rising labemdnds and defense concerns. The
Spanish presence in Florida cast a shadow of feauacertainty on the lower South.
The tenuous relationship between the British aed3panish colonies precipitated
numerous attacks and counterattacks. Atlantic |lEsemere able to assist European-
Americans in the defense of their land and askeit value in many waysEuropean
Americans recognized the service given by or reguaf Africans in early South
Carolina. Military service allowed individual skes' to negotiate a more tolerable social
position and move closer to attaining freedom aquhbty by their own merit. The labor
systems and living conditions associated with d&fif agricultural pursuits varied greatly
and influenced the importation of African and AtiarCreole slaves. These types of
families were not as established in South Cara@imdthe lower South due to varying
populations and labor demands.

The advantages fostered by Atlantic Creoles wetemlast. The different
constituents of Europe held separate attitudesrtbalavery and the advancement of
African slaves and freed persons. The SpanishPamidigese treated Atlantic Creoles
differently than the English and French. The wguglities that distinguished Atlantic
Creoles and set them on the path toward sociakaehient rendered them undesirable in

North America during the coming decades. Europ®aericans held suspicions

® Genovese, Eugene. pg. 187
" Berlin, Ira. pp. 67-68
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regarding the traditions and capabilities of thegéurally advanced groups. The image
of an African man or woman who could self-educateyive and prosper in the
marketplace economy, pursue and perpetuate theif@@dom, and potentially
assimilate into European society was incongruotis thie type of slave the developing
plantation regime desired. Native Americans wése taken into chattel bondage by
plantation owners. Due to harsh work and livingditions, Native American numbers
were greatly reduced by slavéhDivision and warfare among tribes took their il
well. These conditions rendered them an unfite@woff labor. Plantation owners needed
slaves who could be manipulated and used to thefiben the paternalist master. Upon
receiving their human cargo, slave owners attemiatestiip Africans of everything that
they retained of their homeland. Planters attatkent slaves psychologically and tried
to pry them away from their “name, village, clanukehold, and family? Slaveowners
treated newly arrived African slaves as cheap lanorrtheir high death toll did not
concern planters. Indeed, some estimates stdtaghmany as one quarter of new
arrivals from West Africa died within the first yeaf their forced immigration. Through
this course of events and social actions, the gptartass of the lowcountry turned South
Carolina rice plantation agriculture into a “Slaeciety”°

The relative advantages and success enjoyed bgafgiin the European sphere
of influence was radically changed by the discowarg development of staple
agricultural goods or raw materials. The courssla¥ery in North America followed
different paths based upon the demand for slavestenproduct specific to each region.

The initial demand for enslaved individuals to mate the new staples of southern

8 Stampp, Kenneth, pg. 17
° Berlin, Ira. pg. 112
Y Berlin, Ira. pg. 112
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agriculture was small. In seventeenth century I5@a#rolina, the work force was mixed.
Europeans of many origins pursued many economidradeé opportunities mostly with
the help of European servants. European servdnthwiormed the bulk of the
workforce in early North America were attainingtagaand land through their own
efforts. The opportunities for indentured servdatacquire land and even slaves to
begin their own endeavors proved too tempting¢tass of Europeans accustomed to
servitude.

The first black forced immigrants who came into thoQarolina by way of
Barbados and other Caribbean islands resembleéitidetic Creoles in that they were
able to advance and create a distinctive idemntitguropean dominated parts of the
world. Some came voluntarily while others resistad were brought against their
wishes when their owners immigrated to North Aneerid hey could speak European
languages such as Spanish, English, and Frenche &dapted Christian religion in an
attempt to further assimilate into mainstream gelturhe previous experiences of
Atlantic Creoles served as motivation for thesst fiyenerations of African-Americans
arriving in North America. They immediately atteteg to re-establish their place not as
possessions but relevant humans focused on secahta However, the emerging
European-American planter class quickly rebuffesmf' White Americans perceived
the efforts of Africans for what they were: an atf# to rise to an elevated status. This
would certainly have been a positive developmemoarth American history, but it was
not to be. Unfortunately for Atlantic Creoles, yheere marginalized by the planter class
and exported to the North and to the many islaidmns of the Caribbean due to the

social threat symbolized by their advanced socidleconomic skills. Slaveholders of

1 Berlin, Ira. pp. 64-65, Genovese, Eugene. pg. 5
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lower status could not compete with the capital prakimity to Charleston and
Savannah enjoyed by plantation owners in the I&eerith. They were often forced to
accept individuals whom they deemed undesirabteder to satisfy their labor
demands? Beginning in the 1720s, the economy for staptelucts developed and
enslaved Africans were imported into South Carotipdhe thousands. Slaveowners
punished their slaves beyond the realm of humdartgimple crimes. Punishment was a
tool of oppression used to generate fear and camgdi among African-American slaves.
Slaveowners and overseers conducted whippings thed punishments in the open to
demonstrate the consequences of disobedience.e Wbith Americans associated with
plantation agriculture would not tolerate social@aacement in their slaves. The further
developed African-American culture became, the nddffecult slave labor was to

control and apply to agricultural efforts. Europgamerican plantation owners assumed
that they would find the men and women they neéd&tlest Africa, and they did by the
thousands. The future of the emerging plantatgmne was determined by the
proficiency with which slave labor and agricultupsbcess could be manipulated.

In colonial and antebellum South Carolina, slaypscally outnumbered their
owners to a large degree. The continuous importaif slaves from Africa to feed the
plantation system precipitated this imbalancehitnbook,Many Thousands Gone: The
First Two Centuries of Slavery in North Amerit@, Berlin gives detailed and insightful
descriptions of the first slaves in the Americ&airing the first part of the eighteenth

century, African slaves outnumbered white Southo@aans almost two-to-one in the

2 Thomas, Hugh. pg. 258
'3 Stampp, Kenneth. pg. 24
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lowcountry?* In addition to the traumatic effects of the Migldassage, harsh living
conditions, and high production demands of prafnidry planters all worked in tandem
and took a deadly toll on enslaved Africans andiibaans during the eighteenth
century. In some of the most productive parishesgathe coast and near Charleston, the
ratio of black residents to white residents wageaéd to more than three-to-one. And
indeed, by mid century, the majority of the popigiatin the entire lowcountry of South
Carolina was nearly sixty percent African-Americaves-> Many primary accounts of
South Carolina during colonial and antebellum tirdescribe the population as
overwhelmingly African, with the many black inhamts and an aesthetic created by
their distinctive clothing, language, housing, andtoms. The number of African-
American slaves present in South Carolina saw reei@uring the rest of the eighteenth
century due to many factors, naturally occurring aacially precipitated.

The South Carolina lowcountry was an unhealthyelathe swamp areas and
their stagnant waters gave rise to many harmf@atssand reptiles. Planters assumed
that Africans would be more tolerant to the natliseases of the lowcountry. They were
proven wrong when their new charges were just aseftible to sickness and high
mortality rates resulted. This caused an imbalamséave populations.

Initially, planters sought mostly young African raal They were perceived to
have the strength and resilience required to Inéaork in the lowcountry of South
Carolina. Planters were also concerned with thii@l origins of Africans?® Cultural
background is a valuable reference used by archstdovhen describing material

culture. Certain cultural backgrounds marked séineans as undesirable. Young

4 Stampp, Kenneth. pg. 25; Fogel, Robert William. 2
15 Berlin, Ira. pp. 143-144
18 Stampp, Kenneth. pg. 48; Thomas, Hugh. pg. 399
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African males were brought into Charleston in greahbers to be subsequently diffused
to the numerous plantations in the region. Thesevi®used in “squalid dormatories”
and denied some basic necessities in the namefif Jir These factors affected the
balance necessary for African-American slaves te lthildren and simulate some type
of consistent material and social culture. Slalidsnot bear children in substantial
numbers until the middle of the eighteenth centfinpfter they were able to forge
families, slaves achieved more natural rates ofi lBind mortality. Once stability was
approached, the conception and diffusion of Afri¢american culture in the South
began.

The emphasis upon rice culture in South Carolinsed an insatiable demand for
African slaves. The individuals forced into NoAmerica by the slave trade served the
purpose of the slave owner, but inhibited the peegrof the developing African
international identity. The flood of new arrivalsshed over the “charter generations” of
Africans and inundated their creolized cultlitéuckily, the surge of the plantation
regime slowed but did not destroy the developméatfiican-American culture. The
complexion of slavery, however, was changed foravéne Americas. The mixed
culture of creoles met the raw visage of Africaagbices and fell by the wayside. As
Atlantic-Creoles disappeared in the South, thentsavent with them. If the culture of
Atlantic-Creoles persisted, the plantation systerthe South may have been very
different. The assimilation and equality sough#thantic-Creoles may have imbalanced
the labor pool and hindered the expansion of laogée plantation agriculture. The

socially displaced state of African slaves madentipdable and therefore more attractive

7 Berlin, Ira. pg. 149
18 Berlin, Ira. pg. 149; Fogel, Robert William. pcp2L
9 Berlin, Ira. pp. 64-65
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to plantation owners. African slaves faced a warldrhich many of their companions
did not speak the same language or follow the sara®ms, and cruelty at the hands of
European-Americans was commonplace.

In Africa, there was no sense of general nation#tiat permeated its inhabitants
prior to their abduction. Their loyalties and renteances were connected to small
villages, clans, and families. Slaves were takemfmany regions in Africa. These
regions included Senegambia, Upper Guinea, the Go#st, Bight of Benin, and Bight
of Biafra. Today, these regions cover an areampegsing the countries of Senegal,
Gambia, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nig€&&meroon, North Angola, Liberia,
and Gabon. Africans taken from their homes andgalan the Americas brought with
them unique material and cultural traditions whecluld not be fully dissolved by the
horrors of abduction, the Middle Passage, and éeichanizing experience of being sold
as property. Enslaved Africans constructed a reaoempassing identity in order to
ease the difficulties often created by diversityhivi a groug™® The cultural identity
African-Americans constructed was very much a pobdéitheir shared experiences in
North America as well as AfricZ.

Civil unrest was never far from the surface of sherling waters of lowcountry
plantation society. African and European peoplested in a tenuous balance of social
interaction and negotiation. The violent mistreatinof slaves eventually failed to
accomplish the goals of oppression. As slaveseglpower and confidence, revolt

sometimes occurred. The Stono Rebellion of 178BNat Turner’'s Rebellion of 1831

2 Fogel, Robert William. pg. 168
2 Berlin, Ira. pp. 104-105
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demonstrated the potential power wielded by slaadérs locally? The actions of
rebellious slaves also brought revenge down uporc@fAmericans of all regions.
Slaveowners curtailed customary privileges sucheepon ownership (in some cases)
and travel between plantations and towns becaugedéar harbored by white
Southerners. Planters also punished their slaxegaly and excessively for crimes that
would not have tempted the lash prior to timesstirrection. White Southerners
sometimes hunted and killed those directly involireckbellions for their actions or
deported them from their families and homes. Sofitbe individuals involved in the
Stono rebellion traveled into Florida and were bagd by the Spanish. The unrest of
slaves, however, most likely precipitated betterkigg and living conditions in the
future. Planters realized after facing the dangérsvolt that the high population
density of slaves coupled with disenfranchisementdlead to dire consequences if
improperly managed.

Many events which occurred during the tumultuous y®f the 1730damaged
the rice economy. England’s war with Spain remgvad of the market for rice while
restrictions on the slave trade made it difficolt planters to replenish their labor fofce.
African-American slaves may have benefited fromrtt@nmentary depression of the rice
market. As a result of decreasing profits, plaatatommunities turned inward. Slaves
were encouraged to produce their own goods to sapgit diminished provisions. This
institutionally-encouraged self dependence hadrgortant impact upon the plantation
system in South Carolina. The economic savingscested with slave self-sufficiency

and the exploration of other crops including indigeenergized the plantation system for

2 Genovese, Eugene. pg. 54; Stampp, Kenneth. pg. 135
% Berlin, Ira. pg. 147
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owners while increasing hardship for slaves. Tglothe second half of the eighteenth
century, the plantation system flourished and gliembecame richer. Restrictions upon
the slave trade eased and European-Americans benameabsent from their
plantations* Left in their place were overseers, drivers, tredtask system.

The task based labor system was typical of thebatiten period®™ The absence
of a master and the time afforded by task-baseat laltowed slaves little relief from the
oppression of the developing plantation systenceRnd indigo were extremely difficult
and time consuming crops. The constant demaniteaftime and efforts weakened
slaves and added to their discontent. When Rdwolaty sentiment crept into the South,
slaves saw increased opportunity and incentivéetoffom their homes. The British
were reputed to take slaves and transport themeéaldm. This was not always the case,
but negative experiences likely did nothing to deéte slaves if they wanted to leave the
plantation. The Revolutionary period also gave tesfeelings of uncertainty regarding
how the outcome of war might influence the plastasystenf® The idea of freedom
likely inspired elation for some slaves and feardthers. Some slaves may have
relished the thought of leaving their homes andkwoithe hope of pursuing a free life.
Slaves were encouraged by the negative conditibtiew captivity to flee to the
swamps in order to escape from the rigors of pteontdife. The resulting maroon
communities were likely an attractive alternative the brave. Though they were
despised and hunted, maroons enjoyed greatenveetitonomy and freedom.

Others may have been less motivated to leave tatveesafety and assurances of

plantation life for an uncertain existence. Pegwgose who felt bound to the fields were

24 Berlin, Ira. pp. 147-148; Genovese, Eugene. pg. 10
% Joyner, Charles. pg. 43
% Fogel, Robert William. pg. 63
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from the laborer class, afraid to enter a new wuitth little practical skill. Many slaves
had sufficient motivation to leave their plantasdmehind. African-American slaves
escaped by the thousands and sought a free exast@ihe loss of slaves suffered by
southern plantation owners was immense. Somegrkamployed methods to
discourage escape including exile to the interfdhe lower South as well as separation
of families and groups. The outcome of the WarAorerican Independence quickly
diminished any immediate hopes for freedom harbbseslaves. The plantation system
remained in place in the South.

After the cessation of hostilities between theiBhitand newly independent
Americans, southern plantation owners did not aersending slavery. While
slaveowners in the North were already consideieg‘€ventual demise” of slavery,
southern planters sought to replenish their slapifations and continue the profitable
plantation systeri. South Carolina re-entered the international steage in 1803 until
the Federal Government intervened in 1808. Duthigytime some forty thousand slaves
were imported into the stateAccording to their own standards of judgment, rice
planters were prudent in their defense. Agriceltdependent upon slave labor was the
foundation of the South’s economy. They triedrioairage reform of the slave-based
labor system but not necessarily abolition.

Planters were self-righteously assured of theienqatistic approach toward slave
management. Some were well intentioned slaveh®lked always attempted to provide
for their charges. Even their best efforts to mion their slaves stood to be thwarted,

however, by unusual or uncontrollable circumstarsoesetimes associated with

2" Berlin, Ira. pg. 290
8 Stampp, Kenneth. pg. 25
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intensive agriculture such as crop loss, economidship, and material shortages.
Regardless of slaveowners’ efforts to care forrthlaves, African-Americans should not
have been in bondage.
Slave Life on Rice Plantations

The peoples of West Africa cultivated the Africgtrain of riceOryza
glaberrima,as early as 2000-3000 years ago. They develogadaivn techniques and
tools for planting and harvesting rice over thesagiuent millenni&’ These tools and
methods were retained directly from Africa, disptaythe continuance of slaves’ native
culture into North America. The techniques created used by Africans were vital to
the success of rice cultivation in North Ameriddice was a “hard master” before and
after the task system and tidal rice cultivatiookitold during the early to mid 1700s.
The growing and harvesting seasons often overlappeld other, increasing the weight
and diversity of the slaves’ worklodd.It would be decades before a more efficient
model for labor emerged and began to offer cetiaimefits to plantation slavés.Prior
to the development and dominance of tidal ricecagfuire in the mid 1700s, the rice
economy emanated from the upland regions of Soatbli@a. Rice agriculture was
distinctive because of the endless preparatiomaaidtenance of irrigation systems and
volunteer flora control. Slaves constructed anerafed the endless earthworks which
harnessed and directed the rainfall charactestibe uplands. The springtime marked
the beginning of field preparatiofs.Armed with hoes, workers shaped and rendered the

fields to receive rice seeds. Slaves used thakddand feet to sow the seeds into the

2 Trinkley, Michael and Fick, Sarah. pg. 2
% Joyner, Charles. pg. 45
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soil. The method of punching a hole in the eattbpping a seed, and covering the hole
with the foot was common to Africans familiar witlse production. As fields were
drained during the process, other slaves took enatk of weed elimination, attacking
the ever present and invasive volunteer plantita their hoes. During the growing
times, fields were flooded at alternating times aaa result, the fields sometimes
emanated a foul stench. Slaves were faced witmalieg periods of lighter work and
back-wrenching effort. Rice fields were drained #boded many times during the
season to achieve the best growing conditiond®rite plants. After the rice reached
the end of its growth, slaves harvested the gesiparated the heads from the stalk with
flailing sticks, and then the slaves tasked wi#hgbparation of the rice grains from their
hulls took over. Slaves “fanned” the hulls usingmowing baskets to separate the
internal parts of the chaff from the rice grairelts Finally, slaves “pounded” the
remaining parts of the grain and its hull using ta made from logs, and long pestles
made of piné® The skills required to refine rice grain becammewhat obsolete during
the middle of the nineteenth century, when ricdsmilere improved and became more
numerous”*

In contrast to precipitation-dependent inland faugnitidal rice cultivation utilized
the many rivers and creeks in the coastal plairoofth Carolina which are subject to
tidal cycles of the Atlantic Ocean. Slaves maraped the water of rivers and rice
agriculture became more efficient. Although thasieultural phenomenon may have

begun as early as 1738, the methods associatediaaticultivation were not

3 Joyner, Charles. pp. 45-48
34 Joyner, Charles. pp. 45-48
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commonplace for another fifty yedrs In a paper entitle®ice Cultivation, Processing,
and Marketing in the Eighteenth Centulichael Trinkley and Sarah Fick cite a
secondary source which describes tidal cultivatibmher bookBlack Rice: The Origins
of Rice Cultivation in thémericas, Judith Carney describes tidal cultivaggrsuch:
First slaves constructed levees, or rice banksirarohe rectangular-shaped plots
on the mudflats. The rice field was embanked #icsent height to prevent tidal
spillover, with banks often reaching six feet ingi. Earth removed in the
process resulted in an adjacent canal, while ogsnimthe river bank admitted
inflow of the tidal water onto the field. The nestep involved dividing the area
into quarter sections (of ten to thirty acres) witker water delivered through
secondary ditches. This elaborate system of veatatrol enabled the adjustment
of land units to labor demands and allowed slawes®tv rice directly into the
floodplain. Sluices built into the embankment &t sections operated as
valves for flooding and drainage. When openedgit tide, the tide flooded the
field. Closed at low tide, the water remained loe ¢rop. Opened again on the
ebb tide, excess water was drained away from °pl
Though tidal rice methods were more efficient, éxéensive methodology
created more labor for African-Americans. Thioapurred importation of Africans and
swelled plantation populations.
Under these conditions, slaves had even more ntimtivid leave plantation life.
They fled in numbers and were hunted or returnédntarily. The development of the
task system offered slaves free time not usualip@ated with rice farming. As they
filled this spare time with gardens, livestock, gnisonal pursuits, the enslaved
recognized the value of this relative freedom asubkt more of it. Slaves became
advocates for themselves and employed many metbattfend their off times. The
task based labor system afforded slaves the abaliagcomplish their tasks as quickly or

slowly as they pleased provided they were pursaedtpletion. Planters and overseers

assigned tasks based upon the age and physicéliltgpa the individual. The slaves
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living on plantations which operated on a task ddabor system had much more free
time and liberty to pursue activities not associatéh crop cultivation than did those
under a gang systeth. Traditionally, slaves were given Sunday to punsligion and
subsistence activities and in some instances, &atevenings as welf. African-
American slaves used this time to produce manygthia improve their diet,
pocketbooks, and relative independence. Thismisaded the opportunity for slaves to
pursue trade (illicit or otherwise) with each othed possibly nearby poor white
residents or maroon populations, which may havabited the swamps and wilderness
often found in the rural lowcountryGradually, enslaved African-Americans discovered
and established the power which accompanied tlositipn as the dominant labor force
in the South. Slaves began to feel further entittetheir free time and thus, the power
and control of planters began to erode. The vengehbts of tidal rice production and the

task system enjoyed by planters proved disadvaotesge many ways as wéll.
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Chapter 2

Description of comparative studies and bone artifacts

At the Levi Jordan Plantation in Brazoria Countgxas, Kenneth Brown of the
University of Houston discovered evidence of haadred items including a bone
handled flywhisk as well as some pieces believetetérom a “conjurer’s kit*® These
items are important to the study of bone artifattdlont Repose because of their social,
political, and religious relevance. The bone adi$ found at the Levi Jordan Plantation
represent the presence of African material good®uthern slave culture and
demonstrate the competence and abilities of Afrisanrerican artisans. Some of the
carved bone artifacts found at Mont Repose resethbl@ywhisk parts found by Brown.
The possibility of assigning religious context bes$e items necessitates a brief
examination of African-American religious practices

White attempts to Christianize slaves seemed roltlee planter class, but these
efforts were incredibly ethnocentric and were mebpposition in the slave community
in the form of conjurers and tellers of slave folid. Eventually, slaves adapted
Christianity for their own purposes and once aggiplied resilience and adaptatitn.
Christianity and other religious practices becaml@able coping tools for slaves.

They interpreted the Christian God in a differetnmer than European-
Americans. Slaves did not view God as an omnis&ieing who judged humans and

allowed or forbade entrance into a blissful afterliTo the enslaved, God represented a

0 Mcdavid, Carol and Brown, Kenneth. http://www.wetimeology.com/html/politica.htm
“1 Genovese, Eugene. pg. 162
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“transcendent being” more parallel to African desff’ Religion was presented to slaves
by their masters in an attempt to influence themmdrept their secular reality and to be
content. After all, those who worked the hardaghis world would be rewarded in the
next. Planters were successful to an extent,hayt ¢ould not prevent aspects of
traditional African religious practices such asrgdkel consciousness”, i.e., hags and
haunts, as well as conjuring and “hoodoo” fromueficing slave cultur&.

Accounts of pierced coins, conjuring bags, hagd,maalign spirits all give
evidence of African religious traditions emergimgSouth Carolina. Some of these
phenomena are also described in relation to thelardan Plantation. Some artifacts
found there are related to West African Yoruba ficas** Due to the presence of rice
agriculture in South Carolina and West Africasitikely that at least part of the slave
population at Mont Repose also had West Africantdnge. It is possible that some
slaves from Levi Jordan and Mont Repose sharedrgevest African origins.

Evidence of specific African practices has beerdusaletermine the cultural origin of
some slaves and their customs. African-Americauned adapted Christian practices and
observances to somewhat soften their dire conditidrhe thought of a better afterlife
certainly assisted slaves in their daily pursund ehallenges. Some sects of African
influenced slave religion inconsistent with Chasiity such as conjuring and sorcery also
helped slaves resist their masters in impercepwialgs. The modified religion of the
slaves served as a coping mechanism to ease ttlensuvhich came with a life of

bondage.

“2 Joyner, Charles. pg. 141
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Cultural retention is an extremely important coricgpen discussing African-
American culture. Some planters believed thatoafmi culture would be lost and
forgotten along with the many casualties of the diedPassage. Those who subscribed
to that idea vastly underestimated the importariceaterial and social culture due to the
assumption that African culture was inferior toitlevn. The men and women who
survived the Middle Passage retained their memoffiédrica and passed them along to
successive generations. The retention of Afriadtuce may possibly be ascribed to the
trauma visited upon Africans during the slave trade transport process. Any memories
of their homes and mundane activities must haveiged some degree of comfort as
well as lessened the trauma associated with displant from home and family. These
remembrances influenced the way newly enslavea&fis viewed themselves and their
new surroundings. Most importantly, these cultueséntions dictated much of the
resultant African-American culture and helped stavepe with and resist the cruelty
visited upon them, with both passivity and agg@ssi

Cultural retention of African traditions is vital any review of slave culture
because it not only influenced art and the wayrthisual and oral traditions continued,
but it also affected the ways in which they pursaeeryday accomplishments. This
influence extended to tools, clothing, arts andtsréolklore, work and play
methodology, and many other aspects of their nadteulture. The distinctive
characteristics of material culture can also bl iseletermine the origin of African-
American slaves when compared with African tradisio In 1996, Patricia Samford, then
a doctoral candidate at the University of Northdliaa at Chapel Hill, published a paper

entitledThe Archaeology of African-American Slavery anddviat Culture. In this
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paper, Samford offers an insightful examinatiomafterial culture.Samford’s outlook
on the subject is best summarized by the followiBgcial structure is produced and
reproduced through the arrangement of the mateodt, which people use to define
themselves and othefd” Slaves created and refined objects and pradiiassd upon
their African heritage and shared experiencesanesly. Enslaved Africans used
material culture to define themselves and theitaagn new and unfamiliar
surroundings.
Origins of Bone Button Use

During our excavations, bone buttons of many saresshapes were found within
the perimeter of the proposed multi-use/kitcheacstre. Several different cultures have
used bone buttons and other bone artifacts in d@oatexts over many centuries. Pre-
historic artisans used animal remains includindeanivory, and bone to produce
functional items such as pins and awls as welltéstia pieces. The Inuit, native to the
Pacific Northwest, have used bone as a substibuteréferred materials such as stone or
wood when necessary in their material culture. d$eand production of bone buttons
has been documented at sites dating to the ficsf@mth centuries in Britain as wéfl.
At a Romano-British site near Reading, England ebdiscs and scapulae of sheep
(which had been perforated in the process of matwi@) were found.

The common thread between these geographicallyeanplorally separated cases
may be related to the availability and quantitypohes resultant from food cultivation
and preparation. The use of animal bones to pedtudacts would have been useful

during shortages of preferred materials. Histdigcdone would have been used to

> Samford, Patricia. The Archaeology of African-Atican Slavery and Material Culture. pg. 98
6 Mercer, Henry C. (1960) Ancient Carpenter’s Tools.
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manufacture buttons when the means to make or r@copatal buttons were unavailable.
When coping with material shortages, innovationttedew methods and tools of button
production. The methods of preparation and mamufaof bone discs have proven
similar in historic contexts, with minor differereeassociated with occupation and
material availability.

There have been studies conducted in the attenmpplticate bone button
production. Replication experiments can reveal malmout mechanical process.
Shannon Glazer, formerly a graduate student atl&imgon State University, conducted
button replication trials using pertinent implengmhethods, and bone elements
discerned through documentary research in her mahesis. Glazer used domesticated
cow (Bos Tauruspnd domesticated pi@(s scrofapones in her experiments. She
prepared and worked the bone elements using tadlsn@thods described in other
works. This study is important because it deseribe material remains left by bone
button production. The only flaw with Glazer’'s expnents is the age of the animals
from which she obtained her raw bone elements. dviochethods of slaughter generally
dictate a much younger age for killing pigs thastdrical methods. Slaughtering pigs at
a younger age leaves the bones more brittle and difficult to manipulate. Bones from
older pigs are typically harder and more resiliehie tools and methods of preparation
applied by Glazer were typical of other studies.

Various studies have cited the use of a carpentease and center bit in the
production of bone buttons. A carpenter’s brace used with center bits of various
sizes. The center bit is an iron piece with thpemngs that is held by the brace. A center

bit was discovered by William Louis Calver in thaaree context as bone buttons, blanks,
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and erroneously made buttons at a Revolutionarybaaacks site at West Point, New
York.*” These studies also reference lathes as the mrefnl for cutting button®. In

his paper, Variability in Bone Button ManufactuneBighteenth and Nineteenth Century
North America, Paul M. Matchen describes the lahéhe preferred tool for the
manufacture of four and five-hole bone buttéhsThese types of buttons are frequently
found at late eighteenth and early nineteenth cgsites but are not present in the
artifact collection of Mont Repose. It is also leas whether the lathe was available to
slaves. Due to the size of Mont Repose duringe#rgy/ nineteenth century, it is possible
that slaves had the access and skills necessasgta lathe.

Another tool suggested in the preparation of bdements for production is the
frame saw? Frame saws may have been more readily availatdfaves for use in bone
button production. In order to produce blanks,ibee must be split to produce flat
blanks for better drilling> Walter Klippel and Gerald Schroed| describe fiiscess
with the machete as the cutting implement while&deth Hughes and Marion Lester
reference saw usage in their study. Each boneegliewas also prepared using water,
vinegar, or sodium carbonate. Chemical preparatias necessary to increase the
malleability of bones, which also produced morecess during the drilling process.
Bone elements were soaked for various amountsngf itn different solutions. After

attaining a more malleable material, the processiadvbave continued as described in

47 Calver, William L. and Reginald P. Bolton.19Bstory Written with a Pick and Shovel
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their study. All of these methods are describedetail in these studies and are
representative of the manipulation necessary tdym® bone buttons by hand.

Unfortunately, there has been no evidence for lartwn manufacture at Mont
Repose. The detritus and tools associated witle batton production are very distinct
and have not appeared in our excavations thudtfes.important, however, to discuss
the methods, tools, and evidence associated wiik batton production. The occupants
of Mont Repose stayed there past the pinnacleefproduction and slave presence. Itis
likely that tools used for many purposes includioge item manufacture would have
been sold, eliminating them from the archeologieabrd. It is still possible however,
that waste from bone button production exists atsge. Evidence supporting the theory
of a bone button cottage industry at Mont Reposg Imeauncovered with future

excavations.

Origins of Bone Toothbrush Use

At least two bone toothbrushes were uncovergdamulti-use/kitchen
building. One fragment measures approximatelyteagkd a half centimeters from the
head to the partial handle and approximately onéiroeter at its widest part, at the top
of the partial handle. Bristle toothbrushes werase in China during the seventeenth
century. These were constructed of Siberian Hagamal bamboo or wootf. The
toothbrushes excavated at Mont Repose seem stmitatype described in many
accounts of toothbrush history. While imprisonedifciting a riot, an Englishman

named William Addis conceived and constructed st bristle toothbrush suitable for

2 The History of Toothpaste, Toothbrush, and Floss.
http://www.toothbrushexpress.com/html/toothbrusktdry.html
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mass production in 1780. Addis used the hair fthentail of a cow as his bristles and a
thigh bone from the same animal as his haritiiafter his release, Addis began
producing his bone-handled toothbrush and becanaélwedue to his invention. His
descendants also produced his toothbrush, whiclwsdevusage in many countries by
the early 1800’s. Addis chose the materials fotbaghbrush due to the resilience
displayed by the bone during the drilling and lsiachment process as well as its
strength when exposed to moistiireThe bristles were passed through holes bored int
the head of the bone handle and secured using édbel adhesive or wire, depending
upon the account. It seems that the brushes found at Mont Repas®ati a green
patina in the head region where the bristles witaelaed. This type of green coloring is
commonly associated with copper oxidation. Thislence seems to support the notion
that bristles were attached using copper wire.séhtems seem out of place considering
the proposed work-related context they were foundlt is possible that these bone
artifacts were found amongst other bone artifast®aated with clothing production and
repair because they needed to be refurbished. ghhitnere is no direct evidence of this,
it is also possible that the toothbrushes founghémulti-use building were adapted for

other uses by slaves.

%3 Of Finite-Element Analysis and A Winning Smile

Evolution and Analysis of the Toothbrustyle Sembera, a mechanical engineering senioaatdr University,
Beaumont, Tex., as a final assignment for an electesign class
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Originsof Bone Lice Comb Use

The multi-use/kitchen structure at Mont Reposediss yielded fragments of at
least two carved bone lice combs. The smallemfiexg measures two centimeters by
one centimeter, with teeth protruding from two sidéong the two centimeter plane. A
larger, almost complete lice comb was found dutireg2008 Summer Field Session.
This larger fragment measures approximately elenehone half centimeters long by
approximately four and one half centimeters measpegallel with the extremely fine
teeth. Each fragment is only a few millimeters @yids combs usually are. Before the
invention and widespread use of pesticides andeptative treatments, humans were
plagued by parasites and other pests. Lice wersmmm and created a severe annoyance
for any person unfortunate enough to be a hoghfem. Bone lice combs have been
found in many different sites spanning centuri€eey have been uncovered from
prehistoric sites and historic sites. Bone licembe have been discovered at North
American sites, European sites, West and East Asiatexts, and in Africa.

Some combs were made of different materials, bigtmisplay a fine-toothed
feature effective in removing and killing lice fratme scalp and hair. Carved parasite
combs have been made of many materials includirapgweory, and bone. Bone combs
seem to have become common during the eighteentbrgeand saw widespread use
according to the descriptions of many archeologieabrds including Mount Vernon.
This item does not seem as foreign in a work rdlatevironment as a toothbrush when
their common context is considered. A lice comlulddikely have been a personal item

carried by many people at all times to combat tlesgnce of discomforting parasites.
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When broken, a bone lice comb may have been degosith other daily garbage. Lice
combs are simple items that may have been easpdupe. There is little research
available regarding lice combs and historical patidun methods. It seems possible that
slaves would have been capable of producing thesesiconsidering the scourge of
parasites and the delicate teeth of the lice cavhilch were often broken. They would
also have had the motivation to replace or repakdn combs. Whether the lice comb
remains found at Mont Repose were produced or sedjbly slaves, they give account of

the daily activities and lives of slaves.

Originsof Hand Fan use

Two fragments have been found which are consistéhthand fan sticks. The
sticks of the hand fan are the parts in the mida¥éween the outer sticks or guard sticks.
They form the frame that supports the fabric offireand allows it to fold together in an
orderly fashion. The hand fan stick fragmentsiéeatical in form. The larger fragment
measures approximately five centimeters long by@pmately one centimeter wide at
the widest part. The smaller piece measures appataly four centimeters long with
the same width of one centimeter wide. Hand fawv&la long history of use. The
folding hand fan most likely originated in East &spossibly Japan, in the seventeenth
century. Fans were made of many materials incudiary, bone, and mica. After
international trade routes were established betwetnand Europe, Europeans gained
access to hand fans, along with many other gobidsmd fans were first popularized
among the elite classes of Italy and subsequeptbasl throughout Europe. They

quickly became popular and were widely used by @lien and women in many
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European countries by the beginning of the eighteeentury. Wealthy French and
English ladies carried hand fans as fashion acdessand symbols of status. Men used
smaller and less ornate hand fans. Hand fanseddoy elite women were often adorned
with commissioned artwork. Colonial American womerdoubtedly also carried hand
fans since American fashion and lifestyle was Hganfluenced by European trends.

The use of hand fans was extended to most soaiss&s after the invention of
lithography by Aloys Senefelder in 1798. The psscef lithography allowed fan makers
to print scenes on fans, which made them morecéitea yet less expensive. Quicker,
more efficient production methods and decreasetiafgeoduction made hand fans
more accessible to the growing middle class as wlople commonly gave handfans as
gifts to women to mark special occasions.

If the flat, tear drop shaped bone artifacts foahilont Repose are fan parts, it is
possible that a fan belonging to one of the wihitebitants came into the possession of a
slave. A broken object could have been given t&faican-American individual or
simply taken from a trash dump. This pattern leenldocumented in many
archeological records of slave owned ceramics.k&rdan parts may have been cast
aside after being replaced during the repair cdradfan by an enslaved individual. Itis
also possible that a bone fan was purchased lava slith money earned during off time
activities or by exchange. The off time availatdeslaves laboring under the task system
allowed them the time and relative freedom to poedgioods with which they could
participate in local, inter-plantation, and undergrd urban markets. The presence of the
hand fan parts in a slave dominated structure ®ffeany interesting scenarios for

consideration.
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If the hand fan which produced these pieces belbtgan individual from the
planter’s family, the course it may have followedatrive in a slave’s hands would
illustrate much about African-American/planter tedaships. Planters often gave gifts to
their slaves to satisfy their paternalist whimgfti@ reinforced a planter’s position
above his slaves as well as retained their favantextent® Slaves also sought cast off
items from their white owners perhaps simply beedhsy preferred colorful and
fanciful dress. African-American slaves also exkith acumen for skilled work,
including the production and repair of small, sames superfluous items. Many
scholars have described these phenomena inclucgdngv@se, Joyner, Berlin, and the
Whites among others. The observances of manyogedence to the notion that slaves
could have come into ownership of items usuallgmnesd for the middle-class and the
elite. Any of the traditions discussed previoustyld explain the occurrence of a hand
fan or hand fan parts in a slave dominated buildingeems unlikely that an enslaved
person or persons would have had the motivatiadm to produce hand fans. By the
nineteenth century, hand fans were mass produaktdanld likely have been easier for
slaves to acquire than produce. These hand fatedeartifacts are unique in our
archaeological assemblage because they are nasagger simple items like buttons,
toothbrushes, or lice combs.

Comparative Studies

In institutional contexts, historically those heidder bond seem to have at least
attempted to change their situation for the bettel acquire skills vital for coping and
surviving. There are many references regarding lbutton use and manufacture which

pertain to institutional contexts. Bone buttondarction was common at prison

% Genovese, Eugene. Pg. 575
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complexes and to a lesser extent at military ifetiahs. While bone buttons were most
likely produced at these sites for similar reastims,conditions at these sites would have
varied, possibly influencing many facets of nedgssiich as material availability and
free time for production. While slavery and tharghtion fall into this category, the
living conditions associated with slave life diterfrom other institutional situations.
Living conditions at an eighteenth and nineteewrtfitary rice plantation (Mont Repose),
a British fort on a Caribbean island (Brimstonel;idnd a government prison in New
Orleans (the Cabildo prison) differ due to manyiatales including climate, material
accessibility, degree of freedom, provisional conseand trade demands to name a few.
These concerns may have been influential and ctegiecific variance between
antebellum plantation sites and other institutiarmadtexts. A common institutional
categorization, however, allows comparison betvtbege sites’
L evi Jordan Plantation, Brazoria County, Texas

At the Levi Jordan plantation in Brazoria Countgx@s, Kenneth Brown and his
team excavated numerous slave buildings with dffedesignations determined by the
occupant’s vocation or status. Robert Harris,renéy graduate student at the University
of Houston, described the artifacts found in theriB Carver's Cabin” and the “Curer’s
Cabin” in a paper presented in 1998Their excavations yielded shell and bone artifact
which an individual carved or modified. At Mont Repose, excavations have yielded
two small fragments of carved bone which displagakling. Our artifacts resemble a
flywhisk found at the Levi Jordan Plantation. Tbigect was an intricately carved

symbol held by elite members of Yoruba societythim context of the Levi Jordan
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Plantation, this item seems to have belonged tateh a man whom attained status
through his practice. The presence of a flywhisigyfnent at Mont Repose would
demonstrate the ability of a bone carver to prodigas of functional or cultural
importance. This is an uncommon attribute that hneaye given this type of artisan
increased status and earning potential as evideatdbe Levi Jordan Plantation in
Texas. It seems likely that Africans from a Yorubi#uenced culture may have been
present at Mont Repose considering the origin afynsdaves in South Carolina. Future
research should confirm or dispel this possibilitfhough concrete evidence identifying
this small artifact as a flywhisk fragment does aatrently exist, it is important to
discuss this possibility considering the social anlural impact associated with the
presence of such an item.
The Cabildo Government Building, New Orleans

This small fragment of undetermined origin may algginate from a turned,
polished bone needle case as described by Hangasiia report from the Cabildo
government building which dates to the eighteehtbugh the nineteenth centurf8s.
This bone artifact also resembles contemporaryaatique needle cases fashioned in the
same style. During excavations at the prison entiie@ Cabildo in New Orleans, a
possible needle case fragment was found in the santext as hand manufactured bone
buttons, blanks from which buttons were carved, abdass straight pin. This is similar
to what has been observed at Mont Repose in thpppeal multi-use building excepting
the presence of bone blanks. Excavations at MepbBe have also yielded brass

straight pins, bone buttons, the possible needie ragment as well as other sewing or

60 Hangar, Kimberly S.1996. Medley of Cultures: Loais History at the Cabildo
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clothing production related materials all in thengacontext. The archeological context
of these items strongly suggests that the bornfaettiin question may have been part of
one or more needle cases. These artifacts andwasesalso found at Brunswick Town,
in North Carolina, during the ten year project whiook place from 1958 until 1968.
Brunswick Town, North Carolina

Brunswick Town was a British colonial settlementNarth Carolina. During
excavations, Stanley South and his crews uncovesed buildings and specific refuse
disposal patterns, which contributed to his cono¢pt “Brunswick Pattern of Refuse
Disposal”® To establish his theories regarding midden locsiti British-American
sites, South drew from the excavations of The Hapiteonalds House, Nath Moore’s
Front, and the Public House-Tailor Shop. The RuHbuse-Tailor Shop is important to
this study because it illustrates the assemblagetiédcts that must be present in an
archeological record before sewing related ac#igsittan be considered to have been
present. Within this structure at Brunswick Towhe artifact assemblage included
“scissors, hooks and eyes, baling seals, thimblesons, buckles, pins, and beafs”.
All of these artifacts are present in the archecllgecord pertaining to the structure
with which this study is concerned at Mont Reposeept scissors and baling seals. Due
to this comparative reference, it seems certaingéaing activities were being
conducted in this multi-use building at Mont Repo#dthough the workers in the Public
House-Tailor Shop were reported as mostly Europt@ndemography and general labor

dominance of African-American slaves in South Gamlndicate a different scenario for

®1 South. (1959). pg. 47
%2 South. (1959). pg. 50
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the proposed multi-use building at Mont Reposes¢hoonducting sewing activities were
likely African-American slaves.
Brimstone Hill Fortification, St. Kitts, British Virgin Islands

Brimstone Hill is a British fortification locatechahe island of St. Kitts in the
British Virgin Islands. The fortification built @p the hill was constructed and renovated
from 1690 until being abandoned in 1853. The aocsbn activities were carried out
primarily by slaves owned by the British army. Thetaves were allowed the usage of
four buildings including hospitals, a kitchen, amtcraftsman’s” building. Walter E.
Klippel and Gerald F. Schroedl, of the UniversityTennessee in Knoxville, have
conducted excavations to find and designate thaiigeof these buildings. During the
1996 and 1997 field sessions, faunal assemblagkglad some sixteen percent modified
bone. These worked remains resulted from bonemuttanufacture. The bone buttons
made at Brimstone Hill were likely used as coremiad which cloth is used as a
covering.

Bone cores made at Brimstone Hill were craftedgisaular bones such as ribs
from cattle and the sea turtle carapace. Catikewere chopped into sections and then
split. The outer cortical layers were separatethfthe inner cancellous, or spongy, bone
by driving a metal chopping implement between th&ea turtle ribs were modified by
cutting the deep portion of the bone out insteasipdifting the exterior and interior
surfaces. The resulting “rectangular segmentseween drilled from either side with a
hand held carpenter’s brace and a “button bit”e @lscs were extracted in this manner.
Manipulation of faunal remains for button manufaettenders the raw material in

specific ways. Specific cut marks result from @uggpion techniques. Extraction of bone
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discs from prepared bone sections is a hand crafetdod and results in much error and
waste. Often, sections of prepared bone are fautindbutton fragments still attached

and many broken and unfinished button cores exiftunal assemblages associated with
bone button core manufacture. If any of the tooldetritus associated with the
techniques of bone button production were foundatt Repose, it would be logical to
assume that African-Americans were producing bsttorserve necessity or for trade
purposes. Future excavations may reveal more #hedaodefinitive answer regarding

the possible existence of a bone button industMait Repose.
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Chapter 3

Mont Repose

The excavations at Mont Repose conducted by DrNBukns Moore, Professor of
Anthropology and Archeology at Georgia Southernvdrsity and her students and
volunteers have yielded many interesting artifadisough there are no existing
structures, pictures, or other documentary evidémaedicate the original layout of the
buildings, at least part of one structure has beend. This structure appears to be an
outbuilding with a multi-use occupation. Similarildings at other sites generally have
been documented as slave dominated and used fgrtimags including food
preparation, sewing and textile production, stoyaie These types of buildings in
which slaves conducted many activities were isdl&tem the main house to create a
more suitable separation between “those who seamddhose who were servedf”.
Former slaves worked the plantations of the sonthveere largely responsible for the
prosperity of their owners. This was one reasortteir fierce attachment to their homes
and workspaces.

Slave housing in the Deep South had an importapaaupon many aspects of
slave life. In “The Archeology of African-AmericeBlavery and Material Culture”,
Patricia Samford describes the impact of bondaga tipe lives of early African-

Americans. Slave quarters were small and oftesédumore than one family. This

8 vlach, John Micheal. (1993). Back of the Big HauBke Architecture of Plantation Slavery. Pg. 43.
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intimate spatial orientation suited an African idies close and prolonged interactih.
The location and layout of quarters was often daeiteed by the labor system employed
as well as the type and number of laborers pres®latveholders were also responsible
for the location of slave communities and theirgesgiion was often to the benefit of
their own convenienc®. Slaveholders could not always control every aspeusage in
their plantation structures, however.

The mention of root cellars found underneath quameveals the importance of
material culture in non-violent slave resistafitdRoot cellars were a convenient way to
hide items important to slave economy, status,pmydhology. Root cellars were also
used to store items of significant cultural impode. InCoerced and Free Migration:
Global PerspectivedDavid Elstis describes one instance of this:

On the same plantation where non-European buriate found, artifacts linked

to Ibo spiritual tradition have also been discodarea root cellar into which

libations of wine or brandy... had been poured... spoamdles tentatively
identified as inscribed with symbols used by Ibarmkrs found at an adjoining
quarter lend further credence to notion that Afrian this neighborhood
managed to re-create spiritual rituals associatdutiveir particular African
heritage®’

Planters, of course, sought to restrict the ugeatfcellars because they saw them for

what they were: a form of passive resistance akasalirect evidence for culture

o4 Vlach, John Michael. (1990The Afro-American Tradition in Decorative Arpgy. 123
% samford, Patricia. The Archaeology of African-Aiisan Slavery and Material Culture. pg.92

% samford, Patricia. The Archaeology of African-Aiisan Slavery and Material Culture. pg. 92
®7 Elstis, David (2002)Coerced and Free Migration: Global Perspectiveg. 145
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retention. Given the restrictions and retaliatidmch followed the Stono Rebellion and
Nat Turner’s slave insurrection, African-Americdaves would have likely found less
obvious ways to resist their patriarchal white omnsuch as root cellars. Root cellars
are an important example of what patterns fourarahitecture and behavior tell us
about white and black residents of the Souths fptassible that a sub-floor pit may have
been present underneath the proposed multi-usaimgithat has been the focus of
excavations at Mont Repose.
The Gillison family

Derry Gillison was born in Barwick, Massachusettslane 10, 1743. He married
Elizabeth Bethson on January 8, 1770. There ismeatary evidence of Derry Pittman
Gillison’s presence in South Carolina as early’ 891 He witnessed many property
deeds during his time in the state. Derry wasrgambas a witness to a deed conferred in
1769 in Granville County and later in the executbithe last will and testament of John
Sealy, also of Granville County in 17%1He was also mentioned as being present
during the drafting of Hezekiah Rose’s deed, wmibe September 22, 1775The
details of the deed include a description of tlwatmn of Hezekiah Rose’s new holding:
“500 acres in Granville County on water of Coosatvhi& and Beaver Dam Branch
bounded on the North by Derry Gillisof* This account describes the possibility of
Derry owning land in the vicinity but does not raléhe exact location. During the
Revolutionary War, Derry Gillison served as an esgrrider. He relayed messages

between Charleston and Savannah for twenty-sewshdiaing October of 1779.The

% South Carolina Magazine of Ancestral Researchxngg. 201

%9 South Carolina Memorials: Abstracts of Land Titleg. 41

0 South Carolina Memorials:Abstracts of Land Titleg. 41

" Roster of South Carolina Patriots in the AmeriBavolution. pg. 360
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first census conducted by the United States in X880rded Derry Gillison as a resident
of the Beaufort District with holdings including 3%aves’? These accounts confirm
Derry Gillison’s presence in Beaufort District aslg as 1769 and offer the possibility
that he owned Mont Repose. It seems likely thahtMRepose was inhabited prior to
1800 based upon artifactual data. Ceramic typdsaaoin dated 1739 indicate
occupation during the late eighteenth centurys linclear who owned the lands
associated with Mont Repose prior to 1825. Nonthefrecords mentioning Derry
Gillison confirm his ownership of Mont Repose bhugy do describe his status as a
property owner in the area. It is also possibé Tfhomas Charles Gillison, Derry’s son,
owned the land in question.

Thomas Charles Gillison was born to Derry and hfe viElizabeth, on February
27, 1772. There are many accounts of Thomas owslawgs and property in St. Lukes
Parish as well as Prince William ParfShHe also owned Cotton Hall, a plantation to the
north of Mont Repose, across the CoosawhatchierRileomas Charles Gillison died
on June 4, 1825. According to his will, Samuel&lison received property from
Thomas’ estate. This property is referred to asierly belonging to the estate of
Lambright”.* William and Jane Lambright owned a rice plantatorthe Coosawhatchie
River during the 17705, The property referred to as “Lambright” in Thomes! is
described in deeds as the same property as MomsRep located nearby. The
possibility of Thomas Charles owning Mont Reposerdo 1825 should be considered

in light of this information.

21790 Census of the United States

3SCAH

" Thomas Charles Gillison’s Last Will and Testament
" The Slaves of George and Dorcas Shuler. pg. 2
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Though it cannot be proven beyond doubt that SaRuéillison received Mont
Repose from Thomas Charles’ estate, Samuel R. whsstablished at Mont Repose by
1845 at the latest. Samuel R. had served as @gnenghe ' Regiment (Youngblood’s)
of the South Carolina Militia during the War of 8% Samuel was recorded in financial
transactions as well as the 1820, 1830, and 184€uses. Proof of Samuel’s ownership

of Mont Repose comes in 1845 from the marriage rideenent for his daughter, Adele.

Married at Mont Repose, St. Luke’s Parish, on tié Ihst., by the Rev. Mr.
Reid, Col. Isadore Lartique of St. Peter’s, to Mdstela G., the eldest daughter

of Samuel R. Gillison E<§

When Samuel died in 1847, he left Mont Repose d$alaughter, Sarah Rebecca
Gillison.”® In 1849, Sarah married James Joseph Butler. &fietime, it is likely that
the couple began living at Mont Repose. Theircchiiza Gillison Butler is thought to
have been buried at Mont Repose, possibly withenstime burial plot requested by
Samuel R. Gillison in his will. Eliza Gillison Blet was born after 1850 and likely died
before 1863.

The number of slaves present at Mont Repose sagyedk in 1840 at two-
hundred and twenty-three men, women, and chiléteha reasonable number of
individuals occupying a single living space weneéhto four, a minimum of fifty-five

dwellings would have been necessary to shelterrafar@e that large during that time.

5 Ancestry.com. War of 1812 Service Records

" Columbia Newspapers: The South Carolinian. Is$idasch 20, 1845

8 Samuel R. Gillison’s Last Will and Testament; frtime Sarah R. Walker Papers. 246.02.01(E)-01
91840 Census data
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That number would be half if the slave quarteslaht Repose housed two families at
once. In any case, a relatively large slave quantest have been present at Mont
Repose, in somewhat close proximity to the centeice cultivation. Future excavations
as well as further analysis of our findings shawdeal their location relative to the “big
house”.

The mean ceramic date associated with the multkiiskeen structure, and the
artifacts uncovered within, occurs during a modsdygbopulated time at Mont Repose.
Due to excavation, classification, and analysisesdmic artifacts, a mean ceramic date
for our site can be tentatively set around 180Be T790 Census reports the presence of
seven European-American residents at Mont Reposg alith thirty-nine African
American slave¥. A decade later Derry Gillison owned one hundied fourteen
slaves. The absence of one white resident couédtbbuted to the establishment of
Cotton Hall, a plantation begun by Thomas Charldiss@n, Derry’s son. In 1800,
Thomas Charles Gillison owned forty-five slavesspraably at Cotton Haff: Between
the years 1800 and 1810, the slave holdings o&illison family ballooned to a
combined number of two-hundred and seventy-onesfévThe plantations owned by
the Gillisons are located in the former St. Luked Rrince William Parishes and may
have included Mont Repose and Cotton Hall. In 18y Gillison had one-hundred
and thirty-six slaves possibly working and livinghont Repose. At Cotton Hall, two
Gillison men held property and slaves by 1810. ritae Charles owned ninety-four

slaves while David Gillison (also Derry’s son) owrtairty slave$?® This explosion in

801790 Census data
811800 Census data
821810 Census data
831810 Census data
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African-American slave population at the Gillisoarkily plantations is a testament to the
combined power of human effort and the outstangwigntial of rice as a staple crop.
The 1820 Census data is inconclusive regardingtingber of slaves held by the Gillison
family. In the 1830 Census, however, Samuel @Gilisounted one hundred and twenty-
six slaves and Thomas Gillison owned sixty-nin@esain Prince William Parish.
Samuel also owned sixty-five slaves in St. LukessR&* In 1840, Samuel held two
hundred and twenty-three slaves while Thomas kepthmndred and three slaves, both
in St. Lukes Parisf The populations at these plantations as recdsgéle Censuses of
1790, 1800, 1810, 1830, and 1840 contribute vadupbtspective pertaining to the ratio
of white and black residents as well as the retatnaterial necessity, as related to the
bone artifacts found thus far.

Derry Gillison’s arrival in St. Luke’s Parrish attie establishment of many
plantations in lowcountry South Carolina coincideth the universal adoption of tidal
cultivation as the preferred method of rice product The fortunes of the Gillison
family paralleled the historic ascent and declihaag agriculture and the slave trade.
White and black populations at Mont Repose seehate fluctuated with the falloff of
the rice market and the loss of slaves associaitétine Revolutionary War period. As
more slaves came back into South Carolina andpriafits rose, the Gillison family
expanded its real estate and slave holdings.

North of the bluff, along the Coosawhatchie Ritbere is evidence of a network
of canals and gates which would have been usdddd &nd drain the rice fields during

cultivation. This system relied upon the Coosawtiat River as its source of water. It is

841830 Census data
851840 Census data

52



likely that slaves taken from the rice-dependentsi#i@ coast of the continent brought
the ideas and mechanisms which made rice cultivgtgssible at Mont Repose. This
elaborate water management system is another egahfile influence African-
American slaves had on the landscape of Mont Repad®ther rice plantations.

The Coosawhatchie River originates in Allendale @guSouth Carolina. It
meanders east to the Broad River. The Broad Rinesr flows into Port Royal Sound
and then to the Atlantic Ocean. The many creeksiwtonnect to the Coosawhatchie
River allowed access to Beaufort, which is locaiedPort Royal Sound, as well as the
many plantations located in this extremely prosperm@nd rice dependent region. The
complex networks of waterways which innervated Beut states were navigated by the
African-American boatmen responsible for the tramspf goods and persons to and
from plantation$® The knowledge held by these boatmen undoubtezilg them
elevated position and access to external sociatrade resources. Though it seems
likely that enslaved men familiar with boat usggerinavigation, and perhaps boat
production were present at Mont Repose, there éas bho evidence of these men or of
boating activities found at Mont Repose. Futureasnations could possibly yield such
findings given the location of this plantation &hé requirements of rice cultivation and
crop transport. There is an area to the northefabe bluff at Mont Repose that could
conceivably have served as a boat slip for loadimjunloading goods for transport and

launching vessels for river travel.

8 Joyner, Charles. Down by the Riverside (1984). 76y
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Archeology at Mont Repose

Beginning during the February of the 2000 Springld=Bession, the first unit of a
unit block, which would eventually contain fourte@ras opened. This unit, N808 E800,
proved to be a valuable and extensive source fidaets of many kinds. The adjoining
unit to the west, N808 E802, yielded many artifastsvell as the unit to the North, N810
E800. The block was expanded to fourteen two nsefeare units, in an attempt to
discover the parameters of a proposed multi-usetsiire. Some of the Mont Repose-
associated bone artifacts described in this papee wncovered during an attempt to
lower the floor of N808 E802. A substantial chimrfiall as well as an intact bucksaw
hindered this effort, however. This same chimragtter continued into N808 E800 as
well and occupied the same context as the handtielks and other bone artifacts. These
artifacts originated from Level 3 Zone D of N808UB8However, the brick scatter
associated with the chimney fall was fully excadatethis unit, yet ran deeper in N808
E802. The bone artifacts taken from N808 E802 cantieely from the same level and
zone: Level 2 Zone D. Through the excavation efchimney brick and saw, neither the
level nor zone changed for this unit. This suggébltof some type considering the
adjacent units experienced as much as a level ehargpme cases. The possibility of
fill in this area is interesting considering thastence of root cellars in the archeological
records of many other studies. The lack of strafigic change in this unit cannot be
completely explained until the entire floor of tinait is brought to the same level. Future
excavations will clarify the nature of these ardbgal features.

During the 2008 Summer Field Session, walls emmujpa possible cemetery

were discovered and partially excavated west oetigting trailer and garage. The
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designation of cemetery is consistent with the afilBamuel R. Gillison, in which he
specified his wishes to be buried within a familyibl ground®” A grid system was set
based upon the results of our many survey and plestbst excavations. An excavation
plan used to determine the hypothetical positiothefmain house/outbuilding complex
typically associated with colonial and antebellulenpations was designed according to
the results of historical document research, aildgezal survey, and test excavations.
Unfortunately, some historical context was distdrbe completely destroyed by heavy
equipment operators associated with agriculturedygiand pond construction. After
being repeatedly plowed over many years, the laltga and many other sites have been
compromised to varying degrees. Documentary rekdeas also proven difficult due to
missing resources attributed to Sherman’s Marchodinelr, more natural occurrences.
The lack of historical evidence has contributed ynguestions as well as answers
regarding Mont Repose.

Mont Repose was a prosperous rice plantation esiiglol by the Gillison Family
at least as early as 1825 according to archivdirigs. It is likely that this plantation
represented colonial and antebellum life in thet®similar to the many plantations
nearby. These plantations included Davant, Sgiitigat one time owned by the
Gillisons and later the Hugeunins), Gregorie Nédkckay’'s Point, Pleasant Hill, and
Cotton Hall directly to the North, among othersll & these plantations were at least
established during the Gillisons tenure at Montd®epand this list does not contain the
names of many other plantations nearby. Histdyicklont Repose was located in
Granville County, St. Luke’s Parish, and Beaufoou@ty, parts of which are now Jasper

County. Mont Repose reached its peak during ticadkebetween 1830 and 1840.

87 Samuel R. Gillison’s Last Will and Testament; frtme Sarah R. Walker Papers. 246.02.01(E)-01
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After the death of Samuel R. Gillison, the plamatwas left to his daughter Sarah
Rebecca Gillison and facilitated by his wife, Elizdseems that the Gillisons then left
Mont Repose abandoned and moved from the areai®. 1Bhough it is known that the
plantation remained part of the Gillison family divigs, it is unclear what became of all
of their slaves. It is possible that the slavepoasible for rice cultivation at Mont
Repose were sold to neighboring plantations oraaket in Beaufort or Charleston. lItis
possible that the plantation buildings were burbg&herman and his Federal soldiers
during his infamous March to the Sea. It is kndiet Sherman and his men passed
through Gillisonville, which is located near Mongpose. After the Civil War, the
plantation and the Gillison Family were torn asundesulting in an incomplete account
of many family members’ whereabouts. After slaweas abolished, it became
impossible for rice cultivation to continue on suclarge scale. The planters had neither
the manpower nor knowledge to reap their cropsawitiAfrican-American hands and
minds. Some freed persons stayed on their plantatiecause they knew the land and
could not face the uncertainty of relocation. Gotivould soon become the dominant
crop in the South until the boll weevil came in gely twentieth century. There was
also a hurricane which affected the area in theedaghteenth century. One or all of these
occurrences could explain the lack of historicaldures at Mont Repose. It is also
possible that they were razed by Mont Repose's mahaing the postbellum years of
occupancy after Lula Ford Butler, Samuel R. Gili'sogranddaughter, sold the

plantation in 1879.
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Chapter 4

Excavation and description of bone artifacts at Mont Repose

Stanley South’s button typology was extremely usehen determining the type
of buttons found at Mont Repose and the correspgriitine periods during which they
were in use. South developed his typology thraegkearch he conducted at the
Brunswick Town site. This typology, which is vital button seriation, describes 32
different types of buttons, classified by materslape, number of holes, method of
production, and method of attachment. Every barntoh found at Mont Repose can be
classified as Type 15, according to South’s indéRere is one button made possibly of
shell, classified as Type 22. Thus far, the mostmon size bone button is
approximately twelve to thirteen millimeters. Twsetwo bone buttons of this size and
classified as Type 15 appear in our assemblage.s&bond most common size of Type
15 bone button is approximately eighteen millimgiardiameter. Efforts at Mont
Repose have produced eight of these. The third comsmon Type 15 bone button, of
which six were present in our excavations, meageresillimeters in diameter. The
fourth most common size is quite large at twenty-fimillimeters in diameter. Four of
these bone buttons were found, while the somewhalier fifteen millimeter bone
button has been found once. These discs are wepyes smooth, and unadorned. They
exhibit manufacturing marks consistent with theduation method described in Paul M.
Matchen’s presentation on bone button manufactBesed upon his paper as well as
measurements and observations made of our artifaet$ollowing paragraph is a

description of how the bone buttons from Mont Repasre likely made.
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According to Paul Matchen in his description of bdoutton manufacture, after
the long bone elements necessary for button praguatere split, button blanks were
drilled from the resulting slabs. A hand-held leraath a center, or button, bit attached
to the end was used to drill one side of the bdeie sThe slab was then flipped to the
opposite side, after which the button bit was tdrimethe same manner. The outer
prongs of the bit, which were shorter than the @eptong, cut through the slab,
producing a disc and leaving distinctive marks oa or both sides of the new button
blank. These Type 15 bone button discs were cormynused as cores over which cloth
or metal were fasten& Because of this, Matchen asserts that the choteris likely a
by-product of manufactuf2

Considering the archaeological evidence and tHatisa of lowcountry South
Carolina, it is most likely that the bone buttooarid at Mont Repose Plantation were
produced in this manner. It would have been uhjikeat any degree of automation as
advanced as a lathe or button machine would haae peesent to satisfy the needs of the
population during the early nineteenth century anlRepose. It is possible that more
advanced means of button production existed in Beaor Charleston, but no type of
button consistent with those methods of prepardtere been recovered at Mont
Repose.

It is important to consider the aesthetic and pcatappearance of the objects
discussed in this paper. Each of the artifactsodisred at Mont Repose in our block of

units located underneath a black gum tree, nortlugdse existing trailer, has been

8 Hinks, Stephem Structural and Functional Analysis of Eightee@tntury ButtongAccessed through
Paul M. Matchen’&/ariability in Bone Button Manufacture in Eightebrand Nineteenth Century North
America

8 Matchen, Paul M. pg. 3
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identified with varying degrees of certainty. Tieedle case/flywhisk fragments display
similarities to both artifacts yet fit into diffemematerial culture classifications. A needle
case is a practical item which fits in with the@tlewing related items found nearby and
could have been purchased in many markets. A igkvhas greater social implications
for class and hierarchy among African-Americansarabaeological findings at the Levi
Jordan Plantation in Brazoria County, Texas in@ica flywhisk would likely have been
made by African-American hands to be used by aopeo$ elevated social status. It
seems unlikely that an item of this nature wouldduend in legitimate rural or urban
marketplaces. Due to the social importance otisteglated items, the designation of
flywhisk for the artifacts in question should rem#@ consideration. The bone button
blanks, hand fan sticks, toothbrushes, and licelbctvagments correspond with heavily
researched comparative items of their respectindski These items are all representative
of traditionally European items and display littleno variation from usual forms. The
lack of modification or stylistic improvisation sggsts that these objects were not owned
by African-Americans or were not important enougltloerished by them as personal

items.
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Chapter 5

Conclusions

This study regarding the identification and seoiatof buttons and bone artifacts
has been conducted to assist with the categoneafifuture finds and to build upon
previous scholarship. The majority of buttons fo@a Mont Repose can be categorized
as # 15 using Stanley South’s method.

Shannon Glazer’s work helps illustrate the impletsginone elements, and
methods associated with historical bone button rfaatwre. Her replication experiments
detail success and failure rates as they pertapéoies and anatomical origin of bones.
Conducting procedures concerning the chemical abtefaunal remains could help
determine the degree of preparation necessaryofog brtifact manufacture. Her project
also illuminates the complexity associated withghecess of bone button manufacture
and the different methods and requirements of driaraest.

Walter Klippel and Gerald SchroedI’'s work at Briors¢ Hill has revealed the
specifics of bone button production in an histdrazntext. A specific type of debris is
associated with bone button manufacture. Faunadires subjected to the process of
button manufacture display distinctive marks anchage. There has been no evidence
of the specific debris found in the same contextlaat Repose’s bone artifacts. While
numerous tools have been recovered at Mont Repose, specifically cited as being
used in bone button production have been founceréfbre, it is likely that bone button

cores were acquired through trade and subsequentbred with cloth. Other areas yet
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to be examined could yield physical evidence ofébbutton manufacture, given the
ongoing excavations at Mont Repose. Though matiyites occurred in the multi-use
structure already described by our archeologicaing they were likely associated with
small-scale household maintenance such as coa@wgng, and clothing repair. Bone
button manufacture on any scale would have requirect space than would have been
available in this structure.

The volume of sewing related items found in the s@omtext as our bone cores
supports the idea of further bone button core mdatpn. Further analysis of Stanley
South’s excavations at Brunswick Town clarifies thatext of the sewing goods found
at Mont Repose. The artifacts were excavated fx@tmucture which seems to have seen
much domestic use. The building in question, pdgsilslave dominated structure,
existed from as early as 1780 and was abandongelstnoyed as late as 1830. A coin
dated 1731 indicates that the building in questvas used during the late eighteenth
century. According to Dr. Sue Mullins Moore, theifooming of coins did exist, but it
is unlikely that the process of passing this coimmuld have extended into the
nineteenth century. The literature reviewed i fraper emphasizes which artifacts and
contexts associated with bone button manufactualdibe sought during the study of
our collections and future excavation.

Many of these artifacts found at Mont Repose sugtespresence of bone button
production, as well as clothing production and negaong other activities. The
possibility of a cottage industry for bone artifacbduction at Mont Repose is explored
due to the far reaching and much encompassingeinéiel of such an industry upon the

social and economic worlds of slaves at Mont Rep&aves could have produced bone
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artifacts at Mont Repose to satisfy provision shges. The manufacture and repair of
clothing is examined in many prominent scholarlyrkgowritten about African-American
slaves™ Black plantation residents were also active imyfarms of trade. Bone
artifacts might have found their way to other p#diains, rural towns, and cities through
the trade networks in which slaves participated.

Analysis of the intense interaction between Eurapeal African-American
southerners and the ways in which their mingleddishaped southern culture and
architecture is vital when considering the ideanéfion of buildings at plantation sites. In
Back of the Big House: The Architecture of PlamtatSlaverypublished in 1993, John
Michael Vlach describes the manner by which slanigisted and perpetuated
dominance of their designated dwellings on thetakion landscap@&

It is important to consider the methods by whiadvek took unofficial ownership
of the various spaces they occupied. The artifiactsd in relation to the proposed multi-
use building being excavated at Mont Repose confiiany of these forms of usage. The
importance of these artifacts lies in their ideoéfion and theoretical use. This building,
which has been identified as multi-use, can begalacto a comparative context with
other contemporary plantations and help desigma@adssible locations of other
buildings at Mont Repose.

There is debate regarding the issue of provisiadatjuacy at rice plantations.
Many economic and practical factors influencedftequency and schedule of clothing
distribution by planter® Any irregularity in consumption or distributiof provisions

may have created the necessity for supplementaMont Repose was an extremely

% Stampp, Kenneth. pg. 290;Clarke, Erskine. pg. 183;
L vlach, John Michael. (1993). Pg. 4
9Genovese, Eugene D. (197Rpll Jordan, Roll
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profitable rice plantation cultivated by more thtauo hundred and twenty slaves at one
point in the 1840s. During the decades immedidiefpre and after the established
mean ceramic date of 1802, Mont Repose presumallas increase in the number of
slaves from thirty-nine to one hundred and fourteetween 1790 and 1800, and then
another increase of slave population from one heshdnd fourteen to one-hundred and
thirty-six between 1800 and 1813lf the Gillisons were like most plantation owners
who speculated in slaves, these changes in popalatiuld have proven difficult to
accommodate. The likelihood that Derry Gillisonred Mont Repose during the early
years of the nineteenth century is based upon iptetsndocumentary evidence.
Regardless of who had possession of Mont Reposé&ithison family owned many
slaves and would have likely faced provisionalidifities.

The various climatic, social, and botanical obsta@ssociated with lowcountry
tidal rice cultivation may also have contributegtovisional shortage and spurred
adaptation. During the first years of the nineteaentury, the Gillison family may have
experienced increased adversity when provisiortieg slaves. Ibwelling Place: A
Plantation Epic Erskine Clarke describes such conditions at Riaghn Liberty
County, Georgia. In 1804 a hurricane struck tlaaaltion, resulting in the loss of crops,
provisions, and lives. Joseph Jones, the ownRic#boro needed to take drastic
measures to provide for his slaves but failed duadebtednes¥. Thus he was forced to
sell many of his slaves and incur great debtshéurdisrupting the harmony and

productiveness at Riceboro.

% Census data, 1790, 1800, 1810, 1840
% Clarke, Erskine. pg. 12-13
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A large population of slaves and their dependerayg have been difficult to
supply adequately with clothing and associated nad$ée As evidenced in past
production of bone fasteners by other cultureyeslaised what was most plentiful and
available to them in order to satisfy deficiendireprovision?® Whether they made bone
buttons themselves or acquired them from an outidece, African-American slaves
had the resources, skill, and motivation to usestama material for buttons and button
blanks.

In addition to immediate clothing needs, slavedadbtave manufactured buttons
at Mont Repose for trad8. Practitioners of the gang labor system of slalienited the
free time and autonomy of slaves by driving therwtok until told to stop based upon
command or time constraints. The task based lsygiem of slavery, in contrast,
afforded slaves the ability to accomplish theiksaas quickly or slowly as they pleased
provided they were pursued to completion. Task®wssigned based upon the age and
physical capability of the individudl. The slaves living on plantations which operated
on a task based labor system had much more freeaind autonomy to pursue activities
not associated with crop cultivation than did thoeder a gang system. Traditionally,
slaves were given Sunday to pursue religion andisté@mce activities and in some
instances, Saturday evenings as Well.

African-American slaves used their off-time to pnod many things to improve
their diet, pocketbooks, and relative independenagvcountry slaves used their free

time to cultivate garden and tend livestock, batheal at supplementing their diet. It

% Genovese, Eugene. pg. 313; Joyner, Charles. g Fhgjel, Robert William. pg. 191
% Joyner, Charles. pg. 129

7 Joyner, Charles. pg. 43
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also allowed them to hone many skills, such aptbduction of hand-made artifacts. At
Mont Repose, slaves may have produced bone astifi@cpersonal use, community
distribution, or outside trade. Off-times alsopd®d the opportunity for slaves to
pursue trade (illicit or otherwise) with each otht@e owner of their plantation, and
possibly nearby poor white residents or maroon fagjmns, which inhabited the swamps
and wilderness often found in the rural lowcountfyade goods may have included
clothing as well as buttons and other bone arsfaétny activity not directly sanctioned
by the planter or overseer was an opportunity &sspve resistance, or “day-to-day”
resistance, which was an important concept foetistaved” If buttons were not
produced at Mont Repose, it seems likely that fhodunities for trade presented by
neighboring plantations, poor white residents;itllpopulations, and the waterways
surrounding Mont Repose allowed African-Americama¢quire what they needed.

In spite of laws prohibiting such activities, Afaic-Americans raised vegetables,
chickens, hogs, and sometimes cows and sold tloesks go their owners. In South
Carolina some plantation owners that observeddttaistice included Plowden C.J.
Weston, Robert F.W. Allston, and James R. SparkiffaPlantation owners recognized
the benefits of slave self-sufficiency and largegiyored the laws. This form of
production and trade between plantation residestslted in a more efficient and less
expensive model of farm life. Benevolent ownershsas Weston allowed their slaves to
use land to grow such staples as rice for consamti sale®* The extremely wealthy
planters living on the Rice Coast often possessedgh land to spare the acreage for

supplemental agriculture. If not given permissiomise land to grow and refine rice,

% Fogel, Robert William. pg. 157; Clarke, Ersking. p06
19 joyner, Charles, pg. 129; Genovese, Eugene. pg. 53
11 joyner, Charles, pg. 130
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some slaves took it upon themselves to do so itii@hfashion. Joyner gives an
account of such an occurrence on page 13Doefn By the RiversidéDefine Horry,
trusted driver on Joshua Ward’s estate, slippedthet swamp at night to thresh stolen
rice on a hand-made mortar and pestle in ordeario @xtra money in a kind of
underground economy®? This underground economy of illicit trade spreadédnd was
utilized by many individuals. According to manwudies, the majority of commodity and
labor exchange in the illicit trade network of tiueal South was between African-
American slaves and poor white farmers. Perhagretivas some joy to be found while
passively resisting social order as dictated byethe members of the lowcountry South
Carolina planter class. The interactions betwesar prhites and slaves seem to have
made sense and caused no great harm to any party.

As of 1817, South Carolina legislation prohibiteatie between poor whites and
African-American slaves without express permis$iom a slave’s owner. Of course, to
serve their own purposes, most slave holders ighleggslation and allowed their slaves
to go forth even with the likelihood that they wdutade with white$®® It was also
difficult and expensive to prosecute poor whiteglmgrounds of illegal trade. These
conditions rendered the laws set against undergrtrade toothless in many ways.
lllicit trade conducted by slaves benefited plantabwners as well. Absenteeism and
the attitude planters had regarding illicit tradieed slaves the opportunity and
motivation to pursue trade outside of the plantati§laves often conducted illicit trade

with or without their owners’ permission or knowtg

192 joyner, Charles, pg. 130
193 Richmond Enquirer. pg. 4
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Slaves faced greater danger through illicit trddmttheir white trade partners.
Slaves received beatings if found guilty of papating in underground trade activities.
The official codes of many southern states madalawful for slaves to testify against
any white person, lower class or elite. This miagessible for whites to absolve
themselves of guilt to a degree when dealing wélies. The white participants in
underground trade, however, faced legal sanctiorspite of the obvious dangers
associated with illicit trade, the benefits for @dirties outweighed the possible
consequences and underground trade flourished.

Due to the free time frequently allowed by the tag&tem, slaves were able to
supplement their pantries as well as their pock&tse animals, vegetables, fruits, and
grains brought up by African-American slaves ogéaplantations were most likely
enough to fill their stomachs as well as createrplss for stockpile or traddn Slaves,
Poor Whites, and the Underground Economy of theRDarolinas,Jeff Forret suggests
that black plantation residents more often exchdmggeds with poor whites not for food
but for luxury items2* To the contrary, it is also suggested by Forrat foor whites
primarily sought food to supplement their meaget “amonotonous” diet®® Clothing
and other household goods were traded as well.

In the underground economy conducted between skwkpoor white farmers, it
seems likely that many items offered by slaves caiom theft. Absentee owners and
the overseers left in their stead could have ditihe fo discourage the stealing of goods
by slaves. Forret suggests a correlation betwaseswhom traded illicitly and the size

of the plantation they resided on. Residentsmgfdaplantations would have had access

1% Forret, Jeff. pg. 4
195 Forret, Jeff. pg. 5
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to wider varieties and greater quantities of goatlsyf which would have been easier to
steal. According to census and court records, slases associated with theft and illegal
trade lived on plantations with slave populatiorseeding twenty-six individuals.

In the seventy years during which slaves residédatt Repose, the average
number of enslaved persons far exceeds the stafataadarge plantatioi’® This
indicates the likelihood that illicit trade betwegoor whites living in the rural coastal
plains and enslaved African-Americans living at MBepose took place, with some
trade possibly conducted with stolen goods. Ti@titrade market gave slaves the
opportunity to rid themselves of excess or pilfegedds with quickness and relative
ease. Under the tenuous conditions of illicit é&gooor whites stood to profit at the
expense of slaves, and certainly they'didespite this, it seems possible that illicit
trade was present near Mont Repose. The lurecgfssary and luxury items may have
provided the motivation the Gillisons’ slaves negtte produce bone artifacts as well as
other goods for trade.

Participants from every class of Southern societyefited from the off-time
activities of slaves. Poor whites were able tgpdeiment their diets and directly oppose
the higher class. Plantation owners conservedggand saved money due to the self-
sufficiency of slaves. African-American slavesniy under the task-system gained
relative autonomy, skills, and sometimes monetaig.g Their cultural identity
blossomed due to the refinement of material goodssacial interactions. Southern
culture benefited from the ideas and practices ldpeel by African-Americans during

their off-times.

1% Fogel, Robert William. pg. 50
197 Lockley. pg. 39
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The issues of cultural retention and the produabibgoods by slaves are
intricately interrelated. For example, the amaafrbuttons recovered at Mont Repose
thus far may suggest production on a larger stale would have been necessary to
supply the slave population there during the eairhgteenth century. Inhabitants at
Mont Repose could have acquired their bone buttasigh trade outside of the
plantation because there has been no physicalreedeund to support the idea of a
bone button manufacturer at Mont Repose. Howehierlack of metal buttons in any
large quantity at Mont Repose may indicate a gremand for slave produced bone
buttons. The absence of metal buttons at Mont Beporrelates with observations made
at other sites regarding button manufacture. Rigagthe finds at the Cabildo jail site, a
prison contained within the Cabildo governmentdiag) in New Orleans, Kimberly S.
Hangar observed that the prisoners respondedaitkaof uniforms by producing and
maintaining their own clothing and related itetffs African-American slaves may have
dealt with a possible lack of regularly provisiore@athing in a similar fashion by
producing their own clothing and fasteners. Thegprers at the Cabildo also
participated in bone button production, applyingitar methods to those used at
Brimstone Hill. Barbara Heath’s work at Poplar &siralso details interesting trends in
button usage and disposal by slatfsThe evidence gathered from our excavations at
Mont Repose as well as from other sources indicaittsa high degree of likelihood that
slaves supplemented their provisions through ahgtinepair and bone artifact

production.

108Hangar, Kimberly S. (199&ledley of Cultures: Louisiana History at the Cabild

109 Heath, Barbara. Oct. 6, 2000 The Data are in thaiBeThoughts on the Unity of the Digital
Archeological Archive of Chesapeake Slavery.
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It is apparent that slaves were capable and mtetivindividuals. Many sources
describe the adaptive spirit of slaves concerniagyraspects of life. The social and
material advancement of enslaved African-Ameriqanogeeded parallel with the
development and adaptation of Southern agriculincethe plantation system. African-
Americans were on the forefront of agriculturalheclogy because they were the
dominant source of labor in the Lower South fortages. Regardless of the staple crop
with which they were associated, however, slavescdéed only a portion of their time
to staple cultivation’® Enslaved men and women learned and adapted reemyigques
and materials to satisfy the demands of plantdifierduring the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries. During the eighteenth andtaenth centuries, rice plantation
slaves also followed many avenues of occupatiorra@cigation outside of agricultural
production. When time permitted, African-Americglaves produced goods for
consumption and trade. They participated in thekatplace economy of rural and urban
locales and asserted their position in society@sasg influenced the linguistic, cultural,
and social future of the South. This influencpatpable considering the bone artifacts
found in only one building at Mont Repose. Alltbése items could have been produced
or acquired at the plantation, at marketplacelarger town, or through illicit trade with
poor white South Carolinians.

Though they were captives of white enterprise piygulation size and relative
isolation of early African-Americans eventually lexdgreater social achievement. They
were able to use their mastery of rice productemhrbker a more tolerable situation in
some cases. New languages, symbolic and spokendegeloped by slaves for better

communication. Pidgin languages, which can bendefas having no native speakers,

10 Fogel and Engerman. pg. 43
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evolved into creolized languages through subsequemtrations of slavery. Those
whom spoke these languages refined them and patpdttheir usage into the present.
The many practitioners of Gullah culture are evieaf the retention of African and
African-American customs. External and internararchy sprang forth to best serve
their needs and allowed the brightest and well gnegh (through white and black
influence alike) men and women to come forth ohtdtage of a creolized culture.
Despite the attempts made by plantation ownergdtuéde their slaves from formal
educational pursuit, many were able to learn skild became influential in their own
fields. The carpenters and mechanics, artisansremdmies are testimony to enslaved
African Americans’ ability to develop and shine pliés their dictated station in society.
Their achievements and adaptations can be conteedddy examining the bone artifact
assemblage from Mont Repose.

Many conclusions may be drawn from the bone atsfaollected thus far at
Mont Repose. Mont Repose was a large and prodigalaintation. Many slaves lived
there and carried out the many domestic activiteggessary to maintain agricultural and
social productivity. Slaves took advantage oftypcal labor system used in antebellum
rice agriculture; the task system. This work payadand the relative social continuity
inherent on a large plantation allowed slaves tovaie many pursuits away from the
fields. Slaves developed many skills and adagtent living conditions to suit their
needs. The bone artifacts identified at Mont Repaoe evidence of the influence slaves
had upon their surroundings. When taken into cantéth the non-bone artifacts they are
associated with, these bone items help designatelémtity of the structure currently

being excavated. This building was a multi-usedcttire, likely used for storage and a
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wide range of domestic activities. These actigitertainly included sewing, given the
large amount of brass pins, thimbles, bone buttang,possible needlecase fragments
which were found in the same area and stratum d@e®ss two units.

The large amount of bone buttons present in theeatogical record of this
single structure raise an interesting possibilityis possible that bone buttons could have
been manufactured at Mont Repose. The size optardation during the early
nineteenth century indicates the likely presencheikinds of tools necessary for bone
button production. Frame saws, cutting bladesteréits and braces were used in bone
button manufacture as well as lathes. Some af éiese implements may have been
present at Mont Repose, and could have been geldpbductivity and population
diminished. Further excavations should be conductethe same bluff currently under
survey. A goal of future efforts should be to det@e the location of other utility
related buildings and to identify the detritus anols associated with bone button
production.

If it is determined that slaves produced bone Imgttat Mont Repose, the trade
and provisioning implications would prove valuatdduture studies of slave’s social and
material cultures. The many plantations and sfaaths in the surrounding countryside
offered Mont Repose’s African-American populatibe bpportunity to broaden their
world. Very few of the sites near Mont Repose hasen excavated or surveyed. This
region will reveal new insights into the incredilggofitable rice culture of colonial and
antebellum South Carolina as well as the Africanefican slaves who made it possible.
This study provides a general background for tlieaganaterial, vocational, and cultural

lives of plantation slaves in South Carolina.
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Feature Map of Unit Block

Feature Map showing location of some artifactsiiigioal nine Unit Block
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Button Type #15, FS #501

Button Type #15, FS #381
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Button Type #15, FS #381

Button Type #15, FS #548
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Toothbrush fragment, FS #381
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Lice Comb fragment, FS #380

Lice Comb fragment, FS #680
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Hand Fan Sticks, FS #548
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Diagram of hand fan anatomy
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Possible Needle case fragment/ Flywhisk fragme®t#549

Possible Needle case fragments, FS #598
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R “IThe item in the second row, furthest to the right,
a needle case fragment from the Cab|Ido Governmaiiding, New Orleans, LA.

Bone handled knife, FS #430
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Bone handled fork, FS #548
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