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Parents . . . 
            An Invaluable Link to
            Student Success!

    Jan Mendence,  NW Georgia RESA
    Lori Robinson,  Haralson County Schools
    Angela West, Haralson County Schools



Why is Parent Involvement
Important for Student Success?

                                     ● It is the single most critical factor influencing student 
achievement.

● Education must continue “outside” the building.

● A parent’s involvement in their child’s education sends a 
strong message that they “value” education.

● Parents who demonstrate support and high aspirations for 
their child will increase their child’s commitment to 
succeed.



“It has been found that as parent 
involvement increases, students’ 
attitudes toward schoolwork improve.”                  

(Kellaghan, Sloan, and Alvarez, 1993, p.72)



https://www.pta.org/nationalstandards

https://www.pta.org/nationalstandards


Challenges . . . many!
“A common comment of teachers is that the 
parents they most want to see (those with 
lower achieving children) seldom enter the 
school door.”

(Karther and Lowden, 1997, pg.4)



What are the Challenges?
How do we tackle them?

1.  Parents don’t know how to contribute

● Seek parents out, don’t wait for them to volunteer
● Create a list of specific jobs or events for volunteers
● Distribute a simple parent handbook listing opportunities with 

names and contact information



What are the Challenges?
How do we tackle them?

2.  Parents without adequate resources

● Provide information on health/social services in the community
● Work agreements with agencies to provide services at school
● Provide opportunities to listen and discuss their situation with a 

professional



What are the Challenges?
How do we tackle them?

3.  Childcare

● Provide childcare at site
● Use high school or college students from Child Development 

classes to babysit
● Involve PTA, community members, or social services to assist 

with childcare
● Follow state regulations to provide safe child care



What are the Challenges?
How do we tackle them?

4.  Language Barriers

● Provide materials in their native language
● Have an interpreter present at meetings/events
● Hold pre-events with similar ethnic groups, culminate with large 

group



What are the Challenges?
How do we tackle them?

5.  Transportation

● Hold in a community location instead of the school
● Provide bus transportation for special events
● Provide “Visitor” parking at the school



What are the Challenges?
How do we tackle them?

6.  Special Needs

● Make sure that your building is accessible for parents with 
disabilities

● Provide someone to “sign”, if requested

                                                            https://www.pta.org/programs/content.cfm?ItemNumber=1101

https://www.pta.org/programs/content.cfm?ItemNumber=1101


What are the Challenges?
How do we tackle them?

7.  Lack of Knowledge

● Provide Parent Informational Sessions on topics of interest
● Survey parents as to interested topics for sessions
● Hold the sessions at different times of the day
● Involve various groups at the school to provide a light meal
● Get community leaders, health/social service professionals to 

present



The American Family is the bedrock on 
which a strong educational foundation must 
be built to prepare our children for the 
rigors of the 21st century”.

                                  (US Department of Education, 1996, The Partnership for Family Involvement in Education).          



              It Takes a Village
Governmental Issues

● Georgia’s A Plus Education Reform Act of 2000
● US Department of Education’s Goals 2000: Educate 

America Act
● A Call to Action for American Education in the 21st 

Century, State of the Union Address, President 
Clinton



PBIS in Haralson County
HCSD is comprised of 6 schools:
● 2 Primary
● 2 Elementary
● 1 Middle
● 1 High School

In 2014 the Rebel Mascot was used to develop the 
REBEL WAY for each of our schools. 





Coffee Chat



Pinto Bean Lunch at TPS



PBIS on the BUS



Additional Parent Engagement Activities 
cont’d

Rebel 180 and Muffins with Mentees. 



Additional Parent Engagement Activities

Parents as students at HCMS                    PBIS in community settings. 



     Are We Targeting all 3 Parent Tier Levels?

Tier 3 - Intensive, Individual Interventions

Individualized Skill Building,  Family Laison - 
needs matched with community resources

Tier 1 - Universal Interventions

Parent Conferences, Family Nights
Parent Grade Level Information Sessions
Rebel Fest, Pinto Bean Luncheon, 
Coffee Chats,  Parents As Students

Tier 2 - Targeted Group Interventions

Brown Baggin’ It
Jacket Parent University
Academic Parent-Teacher Teams
Military Families
ESOL for Parents



     What parent programs are your system
                    providing in the 3 Tiers?      

Tier 3 - Intensive, Individual Interventions

Tier 1 - Universal Interventions

Tier 2 - Group Based
    Interventions

tinyurl.com/y9fvjyvt



“Parents should believe that no matter 
how much difficulty they are having, 
there is one place they can always go, 
be welcomed, and get help; the school.”

                                                          (DeBruyn, 2001, p.4)



                Contact Information
                  Jan Mendence, SCS, NW Georgia RESA
                             jmendence@nwgaresa.com

                  Lori Robinson, PBIS DC,  Haralson County
                          lori.robinson@haralson.k12.ga.us

                  Angela West,  Parent Mentor, Haralson County
                           angela.west@haralson.k12.ga.us

mailto:jmendence@nwgaresa.com
mailto:lori.robinson@haralson.k12.ga.us
mailto:angela.west@haralson.k12.ga.us
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