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Institutional Background of Elite Scientists
in the 20th Century Britain:
A Prosopographical Analysis of Nobel Laureates, 1901-1980

Makoto OHNO

In order to elucidate the Institutional background of British elite scientists
in the 20th century, this study investigated their careers of 59 Nobel
Laureates. The result shows that research institutions where many of them
studied were Cambridge (particularly Cavendish Laboratory), Oxford,
London, and Manchester Universities. In historical perspective this means
that universities played the important role in scientific research and above all,
the traditional Oxbridge revived their positions in academic researches. In
addition to this, 20th century Britain saw new advent of scientific institutions
such as (A) the governmental organizations: Medical Research Council and
National Institute for medical Research, Atomic Energy Research Institute,
Department of Scientific & Industrial Research and (B) Research Institutes
of Industrial Companies such as Boots Pure Drug Company and Electrical &
Musical Industries. Clearly the scientific research bases have expanded and
diversed.



