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The Constitutional Treaty for the EU was signed in October 2004 after the
arduous negotiations held from 2002 through 2004. The treaty established the
Common Security and Defence Policy (CSDP), which seems to make a remarkable
progress, as compared with ESDP established following the Treaty of Amsterdam,
signed in 1997. In the Treaty of Amsterdam, the provisions on security policy did
not provide EU with any military operational capacity, although the treaty introduced
for the first time the provision of tasks in crisis management, which would pave the
way for military operation. This situation was the result of the strong objection of
Tony Blair, the British prime minister, who would like to prevent EU from being a
rival to NATO.

By contrast, in the Constitutional Treaty, CSDP clearly provides the EU with
military operational capacity for the use of peace-keeping missions. Moreover, it
mentions the establishment of the Agency and the cooperation on the defence area
which would promote operational capacity of the EU member states.

Although the British government has been most cautious about EU to have
military implications, it considers that CSDP meets the UK objective and be to the
benefit of the UK, despite such splendid progress in the provisions. The aim of this
article is to investigate how the Blair government comes to the evaluation as a result
of long time negotiations over draft Constitutional Treaty for the EU.

Since 1998, when the Blair government declared its policy change for

promoting European defence capabilities, ESDP has developed on the basis of
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Anglo-French cooperation, even though the two countries have each other the opposite
defence policies. In the aftermath of the Iraq war, the rift between the two countries
was about to be a division within the EU. The British side, in favor of the war, has
emphasized that NATO is the only military organization in Europe. The French side,
in contrast, against the war, has pursued EU’s own military framework outside NATO.

The conflict between the two sides closely interrelated with the negotiations over
draft Constitutional Treaty, in which Franco-German cooperation sought EU military
capability independent of NATO, while Blair government played a leading role to
tie EU defence policy securely to NATO. The article examines the process in which
a compromise was arranged among the big three countries, in the way that it would
contribute to the establishment of CSDP.
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