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Consciousness on expressions of social laughter in Japanese and
Chinese undergraduate and graduate students
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[Abstract]

In the present study, we examine sex and cultural differences within the effect of the
factors on expressions of forced laughter in Japanese and Chinese undergraduate and
graduate students. 303 Japanese (109 male and 194 female) and 218 Chinese (106 male, 110
female and 2 unknown) subjects participate in a questionnaire survey consisting of the Oshimi
(1999) forced laughter scale. Results show that the expressions of forced laughter of Japanese
and Chinese are each effected by 4 factors and 2 of them are similar between Japanese and
Chinese, which shows that the expressions of forced laughter in the same situations could
mean differently due to different cultures. 3 different patterns of expressions are found in
each Japanese and Chinese, show different display rules of force laughter. In addition, sex
difference is only found in 1 pattern in Japanese. No sex difference is found in Chinese.

Key words: Japan, China, forced laughter, the expressions of laughter, display rule, cultural
differences

keywords : Japan, China, forced laughter, the expressions of laughter, display rule, cultural
differences




