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“The Kanto-Echigo Divide” :An Alternative demarcation in Japanese dialects

%

A D e = REIR S ERER S BRI - R SRS - R
ORI B-mkARINT SRR R SRE

key words = Japanese Dialects, “Kanto-Echigo Divide”, Itoigawa-

#

Hamanako Divide, Inner Dialect, Outer Dialect, The
Boundary Lines of ‘East-West Contrast’, ‘North-West

Contrast’
[ERE - RWTERE] L O S

oIS RIS RELS v 0 &OEEESE (Ta D) R
ROK0°

KIE S MK L4 2 % TR & FImMK LIEeRE" WOk L
EEQRE" M BIECT 10 SRIERMKES - WUEE VRN O
RALOCREIRHRE SUB VOB N2 S VIV ROR Y
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VRARCERBL-2CVOV e EEKES | #ne
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DA RO LRIIRIE LFEL O R Q°

VOB HURKROFRUEL Y CREEVER O W 5 e°
MY TERE - REEE] VO O RINRERE WA € R
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1O [RIM - PWEE | U 40 QHUE D LIHEERIQ.0 L
Q% 1) LI R EREEE | OO 0 QuiR SREVIH
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CREERE HAUBEIEER U 0 5 D MRS VR e
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B S HRHE 1V BE Q400 © 1 4910° BRI L KB 11K O LIREE
(5 QKT ) VEERERT HEERUDS 200 H
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SWEEOUCR MINFEREN-& R oK i (m
HRARIID © BB IR 12 S0 o MR | 1 46100°

RHepE (FRERWEO)
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GAJ: The Grammar Atlas of Japanese Dialects ([RIIRMMHERE])
LAJ: The Linguistics Atlas of Japan (JT¥lEHER])
SDJD: The Shogakukan's Dictionary of Japanese Dialects ([ IRiII-K ] °
BARE Q B {RERE SRR 5 48 5 SR HIRT L 400 )
SEL: The Sanseido Encyclopaedia of Linguistics ([Iizth-KaE#])
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“The Kanto-Echigo Divide”

ABE Seiya

Japanese dialects reveal several outstanding patterns of their own distribution.
Hitherto well-known patterns are (&) peripheral distributions covering both eastern and
western Japan, (b) patterns of distribution only observable in western Japan, (¢) patterns
of distribution only observable in eastern Japan, and (d) distribution patterns showing
the East-West Contrast, divided by the [toigawa-Hamanako Line.

The present writer pointed out (Abe 1989, 1991) that we can observe another out-
standing dialect distribution, which might be termed as “three peripheral distributions”.

The East-West Contrast, divided by Itoigawa-Hamanako Divide, corresponds to the
geographical boundary line at Fossa Magna. However, our recent study revealed that
there are other important boundary lines which divide Japan into two areas.

These boundary lines run along the line connecting the Kanto area and Echigo in the
Niigata prefecture. These boundary lines are shown in the following dialect map:

These boundary lines (Kanto-Echigo lines) share some common characteristics.
The writer is planning to make more detailed analyses and observations of this problem
and its relationship to the research done by other scholars. Furthermore, the writer
would like to compare this new theory of his with the established view of Itoigawa-
Hamanako Divide, and to consider this theory through a historical perspective.

This series of maps of dialects was compiled as a continuation to the book of maps
by Abe (1989) and also Abe (1997). Broad boundary lines and English explanations

are newly added in this latest version.

(Notes)

(1) The present writer (Abe 1997) advocated a hypothesis which has the highest probability from a
historical perspective. This hypothesis is explained in easier and clearer terms in his article enti-
tled “Multiple aspects of dialects in Japan from the Standpoint of Linguistic Geography” (Several

strata in the formation of Japanese dialects)
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‘“The Kanto—-Echigo Divide”

: An alternative demarcation in Japanese dialects.

b9 — o DERENIERR
TBEEE - BREERREE |

(1]

The Boundary Lines of Between Eastern and Vestern Japanese Dialects, from L A J
(TOKUGAYA(1981)]

FEDUNGH L 4

Ttoigawa-Hamanako-Line

The Kanto-Echigo

- [ ; i
A (N ’
R A A 1/ IS & ®
eSS A (R N I~ S
= _»M 7 %/ | w_n ey : ;
Qi 4 § Z M_u it The Kanto-Echigo Lines
37 m, ! | SR [ABE[1997]
n 3
P2 @mm@ @ © @ N

[arranged by ABE] (TEAREIERE) »5)
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(2)

LAJ No.206 ‘OX’

(ORRCOWY-F:3 117
BEKO~BEBU
(£I= BE—1)

K *—BEE
(USINBEE)

M) : 5 sk

area

(ABE(1989)1

vy USHI

un marked areas

WL EBFR A AT,
| #5206 Bmic & 0 frem

(3]
LAJ No.1l0 ‘EYE’

©® (B) nEBERR

. ME un marked areas
'l MANAKO point of distribution

Fr—
—t]{ MANAKU area, of distribution

[arranged ABE(1989)]

My MmERES f0RBIHER,
m110 Rz X 0 R
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(4]
LAJ No.270 ‘ASHES’  [ABE(1989)]
@ JK) oEELE

T 7 AKU 4 HAI
m..: S un marked areas
' wﬂw,m xu
O ! 5l
point
(o]
[o]
0
K
\o Y
- ]
% o Q’ e
w‘ 4
0 " _%
/r

MZEHEERN TEARMIEN,
m270 @Iz k)R

(5]
LA J No.130 ‘The Pit of the Stomach’ or EN:noomw
ABE 1989
@ (3¥sb) HORELE ABE 1

IXAbY MIZUOTOSHI
m,\&._..w\ MIZOOTOSHI

(D : &bz,

area

® : oA
point

un marked areas

other forms

B2 EHFREAT '8 EReE,
FWIOMc XS
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(6]

LAJ No.187 ‘LEVEE (between the rice field)' [ABE(1989)]

O (B oEENE

Zm KURO T¥ AZE
un marked areas
B ST
a5 q
® afis Yo Al
point

BI BIFKIFSERT © A& RN,
Y187 B kN kR

(7)

LAJ ¥No.98 A particle 'GA ’
in the case of ‘Raminari ga ochiru’ (Thunder strikes.)

@ HEH(BEHEL D)) HEEHWER

BRicb 22 Lo BNL W

[ 5
area

O A
point

[ABE(1989)]

al

marked areas don’ t
use any particles

un marked areas
un marked areas use the
particle, “ga"and o»:ma_ﬁ_
particles as well

R MR TE KR,
M98 BN k0 term
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(8] (9]
Using OCH I RU for ‘get off(a train) L A J no.94 KAGU (smell)

from SDJD

46 »¢ (W)
kagy
kaau
kamaru do
kamarowa
kabyun, kabun
kazaau
kazomu
kazumu
kazasu
niou
niogu
kusamu
kusagu
kiku

LAJ no.86 froa SDJD

34 #FLETET " ORKTHES »

) 40
LI

O M5, LNLEBASN
S 5, LNLBBALIN
- Hbke

P x ¢+ | — 2 a0 g o .

used as is
used, but in the form of “0JIRU"
used, but in the form of “ONJIRU"
not used

lo©e
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(10)

MOMEN-1TO (a thread of cotton)

LAJ no. 156 from

~— Q0 008 I <) 4 wpOremw ~0 O 0 ¢

50 tmAVE (Kisk)

momen-ito
mome-to
men-ito
menshi(ito)
ka(n)na-ito
ka(n)na
women-ka(n)na
men-so

nui-so
nuito-so
wata-ito
gasu-ito
booseki(ito) ]
yori-ito
tsumugi(ito)
hashi
sayangasi
suminnutanigashi
ito

(11)
KUMO (Spider)

LAJ no.233 froms SDJD

78 (b (%)

o]

[}
A
4
T
v
v
M
¥
o
Y
-~
A

kumo

gumo

kubo
kubome
gubo

kobu, koobu
kubu, kuu, kuubu
kuubaa
yamakuu
kibo, keebo
hibugashi
mankubu
tengome
yankai




(12) (13)

N
o Using KOWA' 1 for ‘to be tired’ LAJ no.44 fron SDJD KAO (face) LA1J no 106 from SDJD
83 AT EIL"ORKTHS »
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(14)

SUPPA I (sour)

LAJ no.4l from SDJD

(15)

USHI (ox)

LAJ no.206 from SDJD

98 FTow (m)
suppai
suppakya
suppoi
sui

suii
sika
suika
siisa(n)
sisahan
suumunu

mYd s —~e

o
o
e
=
5
a8
e

4 su(kdkai

« karai

« karaka

» karakya

% karasa(n)
= shoppai

~ shibui

-~ shibuka

~ shibusa(n)
¥ tyaanu

¥ 1

14

ANN A4 —e 0009 0

<

8 3L (%)
ushi

oshi

uhi

uushi
ushime
ushinbee
beko

bakko, bokko
bebu

beeboo

boo
ushinboo
moon
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(16)

Using KOWA I for ‘to be terrible’ L AJ no.43
[TOKUGAWA(1976)]

VEALWEADALAEES D

LI o) ]
« HBBMKES
O used

— used, but perceived
as “Coamon Japanese”

LAJ 43 ROBE @R % R >

(17

KAKEBA~ (if (someone) had written (something))
GAJ po.128 [BIZEN (1993)]

B2 TEHL (),

kakeba
kakiba 9
kakya

kaitara

kakee

(other forms)

RS




(18) (19)
The Distribution of the Central Vowel [T ]
(including [ ¢ ]) from SDJD

The Distribution of the Voiced Pronunciation

%

f

- B

b ) — O ORPRILIEFR CBHE

2 HhEFE (]

(including [ ¢ ])

of Consonant [k ] between Vowels

—e. g, [k] as in “NAKA" () for “middle”—
from SDJD

([c] bEL)
8 hirFE ([FEHED
Bl ) x50 — ek [naka] @ [-k-] %
used [ 1] e —

lo) [k} (AAT{L) (voiced)
/h/ (1 T)

BR7E

(2] <> "HV, D [-k-] £R
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(20)

The Distinction of the Pronunciation of
the Sounds :¥ » ¥« X« /,from SDJD

4 distinct syllables, ¥ /F/X//
3 distinct syllables, ¥ « ¥/ X/ /
2 distinct syllables, ¥ « ¥ /X« /
no distinction, /zu/

no distinction, /zi/

6 no distinction, same as other forms

[ R

14 EENRERSXFYOkE
1l moes ez DR\
2] ZoEE (¥ #/X/Y)
ZOoRB (Y F/X )
—2RE (Y F X =//)
—oE & (Y F XS =/2i))
—ofid (Y- F KT =
0l

W/,/,,

(21)

The Distribution of Nasalization of a Vowel

Followed by a Consonant-Vowel Unit.

—e.g.,["b] as in [KAbe](B¢) for “wall”—
from SDJD

nasalized before [z ][d][b]

nasalized before [z ][d]

nasalized before [d ][b]

nasalized before [d ]

no nasal pronunciation before [z ][d ][b]

[

171 #7517 - “FTFOANDLY
AE ([3Fmm@m))
— &, [kabe] @ [~b] 2 ¥ —

®HATTD (gl 2w Tz "0 ¥1F
FH, Rt S8

Il 7171 ATRAD DD ARDD
QY 15 FEBAD LI D REDY
3NN 717 - HTHAD b1 ) AEDY
(= 7RV DLIAESD

YT - 71T - fTOwTh
mD LADDLDREZL
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The Distinction between [fi] and [su] [OOISHI-UENURA(1975)] from SEL
B3> T e X EnER

0
o 1 T e 3 i 4 & ot
2 RMET fsu/ i & 1SR

3 [ Ruaa, hElgE-

ﬁ..

1 no distinction, same as [sY]

2 no distinction, same as [sl]

3 a distinction exists, but the centralized
vowels [Y1 or (U] are used

ol (/si/= [sT), /su/= [sUD)

TN E 2 PRI DAL B 1975012k B

The Distribution of Voiced Pronunciation and Nasalized Pronunciation of Consonants
<E4> HELLMEL {OOISHI-UEMURA(1975)] from SEL

9

L&~ wEMO/KL, . fe HETAE
2 Ce BEMO/K/ DAL
EAAS o/ H4[0)
=3 sw otk /d], jz/, bl O » AL
BB O 1RO/o/DETIH AL
[ s#nigasl fdf, /z/mmﬁ'ug:m
L)

1 {€~> used as voiced [k],[t], [t{], [ts] between vovels
2 €— used as voiced [k] between vowels
[The rest is omitted (all others are nasalised). ]

TSR NI Ay B (19750 kB

(22

(€2
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The Distribution of Japanese Phoneme Types [by KINDAICHI(1953)] from SEL
H2> FRABR(A—FEZ)

E maxasnw URA-Japan type (A)

CJ =3 »+M the intermediate type between A and B
[RE.LES vt | OMOTE-Japan type (B)

) : @8 o$mM the intermediate type between B and C
] amas® SATSUGUU-type (C)

VUK S (1953) 12k B,

The Distribution of Japanese Accent Types [by HIRAYAMA(1980)] from SEL
@W5> 7rertaHE

Tokyo type Keihan type
HFER KRK
AT 7L b b - HBT7E~bE
QTR b = [
WRT2E2 b BT7Es b
a Wﬂl‘thg b F] ‘%‘en%ug bo
No-pattern type Kagoshima type
mUTIE b %X
1877¢~} (R HX)
947 ©0
i "
oy

A PRI R AT 2 & b b (VIR A AE R, 1980 (k) 1245,

(ve)

(s2)
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The Distinction between [i] and [e] [KATOC1986), revised map of KATO(1975)1

T4, vt "z,n&EH
U msiet. ebits

no distinction
same as [¢]

‘o DMK E{Z (1975)89X— S OB ¥ —SHEIE L TIRML I b D,

The Division of Japanese Dialects from

the view point of ‘Honorifics’

— O Ul e ) DD

4
5

6

[KATOC1977)]

used for in~groﬁps as well as out-groups
same as above, except for a swall number of “Eeigo™ expressions
used exclusively for out-groups
same as above, except for a small number of “Keigo™ expressions.
only “Teineigo™(polite expressions) used

no use

FAEHEREFOHER
(BE, 72:72L %% 8EEIT W)

=RiEL e A

(Bt 727l H6F)&EEIT)

TEEHDANH S
] me35 M

7

. 9 GEIC I 3 KE(EESR)
IR 48 4F [RCIGREE] 6 =k b4

(92

(L)
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(28)
The Old Stratum of Japanese Dialects [HUJIWARAC1962)]

BEERFE LOBRR e\
==
=\

=
—
=it
===

|

"

M
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|

o

™ l"

f-..;

(29)

The Division of Japanese Dialects
by KINDAICHI(2nd proposal)[XINDAICHI(1964)]

SE—-PEOXE(K_K)

D ARHE B pairin (laner) Dialect
[0 %5/ cndrin (¥iddie) Dialect
B3 HRAR® Gairin (Outer) Dialect
I MB35’ Naatd (Southern [slands) Dialect
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(30)

Areas Where over 50% of the Prefecture
use These Words as Common Japanese

[INOUE1990]

A. JODAT(OLD=8C. ) JAPANESE AREA

ST A s ERER

B. So~llc HREE |

C. 12c~17c EHENR

D. 18c~20c FHRE

E. it EhENE

7. &8N O0%8E

A area (the area
of the words in 8c.)
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P T S Tl B I 5 I O S i B3 Dl

SEVERAL STRATA IN THE HISTORICAL FORMATION OF JAPANESE DIALECTS

Boft| Age Stratum SEREES L RRAREFEoERE  Lansuase off Sphere of
Influence Influence
Aku(ashes), Aso(wother) ST
B.C. | B.C. )1 ARBERR Mgl One Kind
F h M Nw Sugaru(bee-ant)
> L e of
=5 | -
- = oh
s
o S c
x Y 5B | oo
(@] orse), )
o) M\ zn?ow;"wﬂ“wcmw‘nxou“”ﬂMwmmnuv
— . Navi(earthquake), Uiki(frog-toad) N~/
B R S R YPSTRT TN, crrU I T R AR
—
T
=
i >
!
[eo!
2
5
e
. =
Hil >
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osouede] 1S9 M)

(umwns.ladns
wnjeqig asauede( 3sapy | wnjerisradng 3s]

[VAQAS

(@l

(umnms pealds)

o #

(wnjexsredng pug)

- OMQHO -
o

EEALRE Kanto-Echigo-Lines
& Itoigawa-Hamanako-Line

(RLHE?) Cad M

o

L Ushi(ox), So(hemp thread)
L * [to(silk thread)<¢=scriculture

Aze (ridge of the rice field) <rice crop

Nayo(eyebrow)= ? Mayo(cocoon) <sericulture
Bai[+ Pad i—*kvavi)(ashes) <= ? c=Chinese K [kuail

(il e ]
(78 B #oh RIHEIE )
v :&ﬁwzvu-muausu_ac-ﬁsu f G

Kavazu (frog)
Taniguku (toad)
Yomu(count)<=letter-calendar

5N

-
S

E A
O
TASNIY [4SAHO
Ot
(mmens pBQJdS)
wnjenls assuede[ 1S9
(umjexys peards)
wnJesls asauedef 158y

T B AR R IR , 2 East Jpn. Str.

HHFEIER

\Jn/c%m» Keiki Rai (thunder)

Gw..ﬁ Keihan) Y A ~8a (to)
\v% ruU. Nnano.mao

=& =
wniens

asouede[ uowwo))

- QHSIVL-I[IIN - 00 - IHOVIWOINN-VINAVINYI - NVIZH + VIVN-VINSY)
IVANIA

133 ) — o OREMIHERE BR
o8

(SISFHLOJAH : AOVNONVYT ASANVIV( AHL 40 XAYOLSIH ANV SNISIJO FHL)
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English vocabulary




