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A Study of Regional Education Program with Park

Design through Collaboration and Cooperation with

Diverse Entities— Case Study Involving the Kinuta
and Kitami Elementary Schools—
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Summary : This study evaluates the effectiveness of a collaborative, student-led approach to park design,
during the comprehensive learning period at Kinuta and Kitami elementary schools. We used a three-
step design in the program : first, identify the region’s assets and character ; second, develop individual
views and group consensus around desired outcomes ; and third, to encourage ownership of the park’s
design by the students. The first step of the process is the recognition of the region’s character through
the production of a playground map by the students, after learning about the area’s natural resources
and heritage through play-oriented tasks from the regional supervisor. The second step aimed to develop
students’ analytical skills by encouraging them to think individually about the park’s design, then to build
consensus through discussion and negotiation with their peers with the role of facilitator by university
teachers and also with students practicing the role of facilitator for the university teacher and students.
Finally, the third step aimed to inspire students’ confidence and sense of ownership of their park design,
to enhance future engagement with the region’s stewardship. This regional educational program
involved local administrations, elementary schools, universities and consultant specialist advisers, whose
collective roles and responsibilities need to be clarified to ensure effective collaboration within the wider
educational system.
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