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Summary : In this research, the undergraduate students of the Faculty of Regional Environment Science
in Tokyo University of Agriculture conducted the development of environmental education programs
utilizing the play grounds of Seijo Kindergarten in accordance with age groups of 1st, 2nd and 3rd
grades, in cooperation with teachers of the kindergarten. As a result, the postgraduate students made a
meaningful contribution to the development of environmental education programs and learning materials
aiming at the cultivation of children’s ability to observe and understand nature. Discussions between
undergraduate students and teachers ensured the incorporation of teachers educational know-hows to
bring out children’s expression ability and creativity into environmental education programs.

This enabled the students to have an advanced approach to develop age and ability appropriate
programs.

The educational effects of environmental education programs were shown in children’s
communication ability to build up human relationship through the application of the ability to consider
and express, motivated by the interest in nature, and the communication experience with undergraduate
students.

Key words : Environmental education, Playground, Early childhood, Cooperation with universities and
Kindergarten
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