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Trends in Articles in Hunters’ Magazines
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Summary : This study was intended to investigate the change of article contents in hunters’ magazines
and animal/bird-related books for about 120 years from Meiji Era to the present. The following four
hunters’ magazines that were published during 1891-2008 were investigated: ‘Ryo-no-tomo (Friends of
hunters), ‘Juuryo-kai (Hunting gun world), ‘Shuryo-to-chikken (Hunting and dog)’ and ‘Shuryokai (Hunting
world). Total page numbers per copy of hunting magazines steadily increased towards 1970 and started
to decrease slowly thereafter. Total number of articles and the number of advertising articles also
showed similar trends. Except for wartime (1918 and 1940), those changes were in proportion with the
population number of registered hunters. Among advertising articles, those about hunting guns were
dominant from the 1950s through 1970s. From 2000s, advertisements on hunting-related materials such
as traps and clothing became the majority. In particular increase of trap-related advertisements
increased sharply. In articles of hunting techniques, main target animals were birds in the 1950s, but
shifted to mammals in the 1980s. Mammal-related articles were mainly on hares until the 1970s, but they
shifted to deer and wild boars after the 1980s, occupying more than 80% of articles. This seemed to be a
reflection that the number of hunted hares started to decrease after the 1970s and the number of hunted
deer and wild boar for wildlife damage control increased after 2000. It turned out that the increase and
decrease of total page numbers in hunting magazines was in proportion to the population of hunter, with
the exception of wartime. They also reflected levels of wildlife damage and the actual hunting head
count.

Key words : hunters’ magazine, hunters’ population, article, advertisement, trend
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