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Animal Welfare-Related Considerations in Laws
and Ethical Codes of Academic Societies
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By
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Summary : This study aims at clarifying the characteristics and nature of animal welfare-related
ethical codes of academic societies in Europe and the U.S. and Japan. Related laws of U.K. and Japan
were also compared. Many animal-related laws in U.K. indicated numerical standards for animal wel-
fare, but those of Japan mentioned only non-binding targets. While legal regulations in Japan mostly
mentioned non-binding targets, those in U.K. were more numerical and concrete, including licensing,
qualification, registration and inspection systems. The subjects of law sentences in U.K. were mainly
animals (e.g. animals be protected:---.), while those of Japan’s mainly mentioned observance items for
humans (e.g. a person should do-:-.). The ratio of academic societies that had ethical codes in con-
tribution rules of their journals were 52% in Europe and the U.S, and 36% in Japan. The ratio of
wildlife-related societies was 26%, being lowest in Japan. In Japan introduction of ethical codes
started to increase after 2003. But societies in Europe and the U.S. had more rich and detailed contents.

Key words : animal welfare, academic society, ethical code, Europe and the U.S., Japan
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