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Investigation about Pleasure and Quality in
Caring for Animals Kept in Schools
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Summary : In order to investigate the quality of animal management and positive emotion about
caring for the animals kept in schools before entering university, we interviewed undergraduate
students of Tokyo University of Agriculture about the basic quality of management in caring for the
animals, which was defined as naming the animals, measurement of animal-food volume and making
an animal care journal to monitor animal management, by using a questionnaire. The results are as
follows ; 1) the major animals kept in schools were rabbits (78%) and birds (77%) ; 2) 76% of the
subjects had the experience of caring for the animals, and most of them showed pleasure in caring for
the animals, although the pleasure was not related to the teacher’s enthusiasm ; 3) 58% of the ex-
perienced-subjects did not make an animal care journal, and 60% of them did not measure the volume
of animal-foods, while the measurement of animal-food volume performed by enthusiastic teachers
group was significantly higher than that of non-enthusiastic teachers group ; 4) 76% of the subjects
had named the animals and 62% among them actually remembered their names. In conclusion, these
results showed that caring for animals kept in schools provided students with pleasure regardless of
the quality of the animal management. It was suggested that making an animal care journal and
measurement of animal-food volume might provide some benefits to improve the management of care
for animals kept in schools.

Key words : Animals kept in schools, animal management, pleasure in caring animals, quality of caring
animals kept in schools
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