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Summary : With the enactment of the Japanese Landscape Law in 2004, keikan (“landscape”) became
alegal term. However, before then the term had been used in many fields in different ways. Developing
different processes of introduction and usage of the word, each field has its own concept of landscape.
This study traces different transitions of the concept by field, and clarifies their differences with
particular focus on the field of geography.

(I) The concept of landscape in Japanese geography developed under strong influence of the
German concept, Landshaft. This concept, however, is ambiguous even in Germany. Since it concerns
the essence of geography, its significance has been under heated debate in Japan.

(2) The focus of the debate has always been whether keikan should be understood as “geograph-
ical area” or “scenery.” This confusion stems from the fact that the German Landshaft has this double
meaning. Another element that contributes to this confusion is that the English concept of landscape
or the Japanese concept of fitkei does not have the meaning, “geographical area.”

(3) In recent years, in natural geography, areas have been studied in conjunction with ecology.
In human geography, on the other hand, the images of scenery have been studied from human points
of view, and the concepts of scenery from epistemological points of view, under the influence of the
American interpretations of landscape.

Key words : keikan, landscape, landshaft, change in the concept of landscape, concepts of geography
by field
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