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Sense of Keeping Companion Animals at Home

By

Asami TsucHipA and Koji MAsupaA
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Summary : Research was conducted on the acceptance of euthanasia and abuse against animals among
college students, and the effects and actual home conditions for keeping companion animals among
middle-high school students. Most of the college students recognized that animal abuse would include
violence against animals, neglect of animal care, abandonment and unsanitary management of ani-
mals. Most of the students accepted euthanasia of animals under some conditions, for example when
the animals suffered from an incurable disease. In the results of the research on middle-high school
students, interest in animals was shown among animal-keeping students significantly more than
among non-keeping students. And the interest differed by species of animals kept. Especially, dogs
and cats induced a greater sense of communication among animal-keeping students than did other
animals.

Key words : animal management, keeping animals, communication, animal abuse, euthanasia
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