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Photo 1, 2 Leaf blight symptoms on Flowering Dogwood leaves.

Photo 3 Leaf blight in close view with orange conidial masses on acervuli.

Photo 4 A scanning electron micrograph of acervuli.

Photo 5 A light-micrograph of cross section of acervuli.

Photo 6 Conidium and conidiophore of Colletotrichum acutatum by Scanning electron microscope.
Photo 7 Conidia of C. acutatum.

Photo 8 Appressoria of C. acutatum.

Photo 9 Lesions produced by artificial inoculation.
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Anthracnose of Flowering Dogwood Caused
by Colletotrichum acutatum
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Hiroyuki SHizuNo*, Akino WATANABE**, Shuhei YAMADA™,
Keiichi Motonasur*** and Yukio YaGcucHI**

(Received May 23, 2008/Accepted July 17, 2008)

Summary : In June 2004, diseased leaves with lesions characterized as anthracnose were found on
Flowering Dogwood (Cornus florida L.) planted on a roadside in Setagaya, Tokyo, Japan. These lesions
were light-brown to brown in color with yellowish margin and irregular-shaped. Globose and salmon
pinkish acervuli were formed on their surface. Conidia are aseptate, hyaline, fusiform or ellipsoid with
pointed ends, and measured 11~14X3.1~4.2um (13.4X3.8um in average). Appressoria are ellipsoid to
obovate with smooth margins and brown colored, 7.7~11.5X5.1~7.7um (8.8 X5.6um in average). The
causal fungus was identified as Colletotrichum acutatum Simmonds ex Simmonds. The pathogenicity
was confirmed by the artificial inoculation test. This is the first report describing the Flowering Dog-
wood disease caused by C. acutatum in Japan. Anthracnose of Flowering Dogwood was proposed as
a new disease in Japan.
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