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Summary : There are few heads of dairy sheep which are bred in Japan. Little information has been
found on the yields and components of milk from dairy sheep. Therefore, it is of interest to investigate
the milk quality and producibility of the Friesland sheep.

The gross compositions and yields of milk from Friesland sheep were determined during the 2"
and 3" month postpartum period at 7" to 22-June, 2004. The milk yields of sheep were small compared
to the cow, but ewe’s milk contained the more concentrated constituents, such as fats, protein and
nonfat solids, than that contents in cow’s milk. The average milk yield was 2.0kg/day with the
highest milk yield of 2.5kg/day during the 2" month postpartum period and 1.4kg/day with the
highest milk yield of 1.7kg/day during 3 month postpartum period.

The intervals between milking affected both fat contents as well as the yield of milk. Fat contents
varied from the lowest value of 4.5% for the morning milk to the highest value of 6.0% for the evening
milk during the 2" month postpartum period. During the 3" month postpartum period, fat contents
varied from the lowest value of 5.8% for the morning milk to the highest value of 7.0% for the evening
milk.

The significant negative correlation (r=-0.544) was found between the yield of evening milk and
the fat content by the twice milking procedure.

In this way, milk ingredient of the friesland were confirmed to remarkably high in nutrients
compared with cow’s milk.
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