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Vietnam has reformed its economy that known as
“Doi Moi” since 1986 and enhanced a reasonable level
of macro-economic stability over the past twenty-five
years. It is now focusing on issues of competitiveness
and productivity through micro-economic reform
programs. Although reforming the economy following
the trend of reducing density of agriculture in Gross
Domestic Product (GDP), Vietnam is still the country
depending on agriculture heavily. However, invest-
ment on agriculture is not adequate to its contribution
to GDP and creating jobs. Consequently, agricultural
development has not shown sustainable and complete
progress with small scale and low productivity.

This dissertation is considered a contribution to
improving rural investment climate and promoting
growth of agro-enterprises. Firstly, it assesses the
situation of rural investment climate in Northern area
of Vietnam, and then, examines the impacts of rural
investment climate factors on business activities of
agro-enterprise.

Objectives of the dissertation are (1) to collect evi-
dences of rural investment climate factors, indicators
of firm’s business activities, and relationship between
rural investment climate and business activities of
enterprise, (2) to describe the situation of rural in-
vestment climate in Northern area of Vietnam and
analyze the

Government’s efforts to create an enabling rural

investment climate, (3) to examine impact of rural

investment climate factors on business activities of
agro-enterprise for both indicators of total factor
productivity and investment decisions, and (4) to
suggest implications that can contribute to improve
rural investment climate and promote growth of agro-
enterprises.

In terms of structure, the dissertation has seven
chapters. The dissertation begins by defining the re-
search problem with research questions, objectives
and providing the originality and significance of the
research study. Chapter one also reviews the research
background, and presents summary of method, con-
ceptual framework, scope and limitation of the study.
Chapter two reviews extant literature related to re-
lationship between rural investment climate and busi-
ness activities of enterprises. Theoretical framework
of the research study is also developed in this chapter.
Chapter three provides a description of characteristics
of Northern area of Vietham and a summary statistics
of the observations.

Data analysis and findings are presented in chap-
ters four, five and six. Chapter four presents the situ-
ation of rural investment climate in Northern area of
Vietnam by understanding the constraints of rural
investment climate and discussing on the Govern-
ment’s efforts to remove these constraints. Chapter
five examines the relationship between rural invest-
ment climate and agro-enterprise performance in

Northern area of Vietnam. This examination empha-
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sizes the impact of rural investment climate factors on
total factor productivity of agro-enterprise. Chapter
six presents descriptive findings of the research study
related to measuring the influence of rural investment
climate factors on agro-enterprise’s investment deci-
sions which include decision to invest and level of
investment made. Finally, the dissertation ends with
chapter seven where conclusions drawn from data
analysis and implications of the research study are
respectively summarized and presented.

The dissertation provides descriptive findings of the
situation of rural investment climate that are some-
what reflected by identification of rural investment

climate constraints and how to remove these con-

straints. In addition, the dissertation demonstrates
the impact of rural investment climate factors on
business activities of agro-enterprise which are
indicated by total factor productivity and investment
decisions.

As a consequence of the research findings, this re-
search study provides many implications including
the policy implications and implications for the further
research. Firstly, implications are mentioned in policy
recommendations for the Government to remove con-
straints towards enabling rural investment climate
and for the agro-enterprises to improve their capabil-
ity and building strategies. The implications for the

further research are suggested.
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