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Resume

HUMAN ETERNAL DESTINY

~Shakamuni’s legacy of beholding the Buddha-nature in all
things and loving compassion towards all human beings;

and Christ’s legacy of love towards God and human beings ~
~Parts 1 & 2 ~

GOD, BUDDHA-NATURE AND THE DESTINY OF THE UNIVERSE

PAS
A comparative study in Soto-zen buddhology and Catholic Scholastic theology

When in 1977 I took “The Eye and Treasury of the True Law” (IEiEHRJER), written by Japanese Zen
Patriarch Dogen (A.D. 1200-1253) into my hands for the first time, I was not only struck by the depth and
subtleness of his religious, philosophical, anthropological, psychological and humanistic insight, the accurate
perception and sharp analysis of the 12 century’s spiritual, social and political scene but I was very much
astonished by a large number of partial analogies between his buddhology (theory of the Absolute),
anthropology (understanding of the human nature and its bi-polar orientation) and the Catholic Schola’s
theology and anthropology. But most of all, I was amazed by deep similarities between his ethics (the ways
of realization of human eternal destiny) and the ethics as advocated by Saint Thomas Aquinas (A.D.

1225-1274).

In this paper I’ve outlined, reinterpreted and compared the essential characteristics of Soto Zen’s
buddhology and Catholic Scholastic theology emphasizing their doctrines of the Supreme Being (i.e. that of
Buddha-nature and that of the One and Personal God), Its relation to the Cosmos and the existential destiny
of the Universe. The correct comprehension of the Buddha-nature, the God and the relation between the
Supreme Being and the Cosmos is of vital importance to the proper perception of the existential destiny of
the Universe, as well as to the right understanding of human existential and eternal destiny.

Zen Buddhism (and in Japan especially the s.c. Soto Zen) is the most influential school of Buddhist
philosophy and religion. The principal cosmological and anthropological characteristics of its
‘IMMANENTO-TRANSCENDENTALISTIC PANAPONUMENISM® (which upholds that all beings are the
polymorphic manifestations and realizations of the Unfathomable Trans-cosmic Reality) may be summed up
as follows:

(1) The Absolute Buddhalhood] is ‘in se’, ‘a se’ and ‘per se’ endowed with the unsurpassable and

immeasurable qualities as Its true nature. It is the ‘All-encompassing Absolute Life-Force’ which

transpenetrates every nook and corner of all worlds and transcends them at all times. The virtues
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)

3)

4)
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of self-existence, unhindered freedom and emancipation, inexhaustible vital powers, potentialities
and perfect freedom from all karmic laws (and bondages of spontaneous yet inevitable retribution)
constitute the essential characteristics of the Pancosmogonic Buddha’s transphenomenal character.
This Buddha [{AT% - #: = The Essence of all beings’, #% {14 = The Everlasting and
Metamorphic Life-Reality’, = JtME—.(» = The Unique Heart of all worlds’, f&& = ‘The Unfa-
thomable Reality’] transpenetrates all worlds, undergoes incessant and perennial transmutations,
yet It never turns either into ‘Non-Buddha’ reality, nor into one of the transient cosmic beings
(3% J71%). Therefore I conclude that Dogen understood the ‘Absolute Buddha-nature’ ({4 %) as
the Unique Reality possesing the impenetrable transcosmic, i.e. immanenento-transcendent
character endowed with the eternal and inexhaustible qualities. Dogen, however, visibly empha-
sizes the immanent aspects of the Buddha-nature while underestimates Its transcendent dimension.
This everlasting and metamorphic Buddha-nature is the “A & 7, Pananimator, Pancrator, the
eternal Abode of all beings, the universal Force of emancipation and enlightment of all who live
up to Its eternal laws. All material and spiritual beings of all eons and worlds are nothing than the
polymorphic manifestations and transformations of Buddha’s immeasurable nature's infinite
virtues, powers and potentialities.

Buddha-nature and all the other beings (of all eons and all worlds) differ eternally ‘in essentia’ of
their natures, but, at the same time, all the macrocosmic and microcosmic beings as well as all of
their potentialities share in the substance of Its existence. Being limited in the essence and
substance of their natures, none of the cosmic beings will ever become totally identical or equal
with the Buddha-nature, nor will they ever escape the world of Its activity and Its universal laws.
The Buddha-nature in the ‘heart’ of its essence remains the eternal and inaccessible Mystery to all
beings, yet no one can ever become independent from It. The Buddha-nature is the unique,

immanento-transcendent and transpersonal ‘Heart of all realities’ (—1J).L).

Schola is the most influential school of Catholic philosophy and theology which through the centuries

has been moulding the perception and understanding of Christian concept of God. The principal character-

istics of its theology’s “TRANSCENDENTALISTIC MONOTHEISM”, may be summarized as follows:

M

)

©)

The God ‘in se’, ‘a se’ and ‘per se’ is endowed with eternally methaphysical and unsurpassable
qualities as His nature. The virtues of self-existence, unrestricted freedom, omniscience, bliss,
omnipotence the unsullied and perfect unlimited powers constitute the ‘fulcrum’ of His absolutely
methaphysical and unique ‘divine personality’, of His unparalleled, totally transcendent (nothing of
this world) and spiritual nature.

God is the methaphysical “A & ,” Pancreator, Pancrator, and the Ultimate Saviour of all who
love Him dearly.

God and all the other beings differ eternally ‘in essentia and substantia’ of the nature and existence.
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Being finite and limited in the essence and substance of their natures, none of the creatures will
ever become identical or equal with God; nor will they ever escape the dominion of eternal and
universal laws established by Him.

(4) God in the depth of His ‘most holy essence’ remains eternally transcendent and inaccessible
Mystery to all creatures. No creature will ever comprehend His divine nature “ut est in Se” (as He
is in Himself) 100%, nor will ever become one with God.

(5) The orthodox Christianity has tried to shed a light on the eternal mystery of God in the dogma on
“Holy Trinity”. It says that the God has One and Simple Substance existing as three distinct Divine
Persons of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. The “Divine Eternal Love” constitutes the
essence of this interpersonal divine relationship.

(6) This God out of free and gratuitous love has created all beings and sustains them in existence. He
also creates every human being on His likeness. All creatures, according to their natures, have a

freedom and ability to choose their eternity within the sphere of God’s bliss or without God’s bliss.

Not only Patriarch Dogen and Saint Thomas but also Zen Buddhism as well as the Catholic Christianity
emphasise the importance of the proper perception of Buddha-Cosmos and God-Cosmos relationship in the
right understanding and meaningful pursuing of the ultimate (yet free to achieve) goal of human existence,
i.e. eternal and enlightned (or as Thomas says ‘the conscious’) happiness or the eternal yet explicitly

‘perceptible’ doom of perdition and suffering.



