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(122) [¥E] FH¥R), ibid., pp.43.
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HUMAN ETERNAL DESTINY

~ Shakamuni’s legacy of beholding the Buddha-nature in all
things and loving compassion towards all human beings;

and Christ’s legacy of love towards God and human beings ~
~ Parts 4 & 5 ~

THE CATHOLIC DOCTRINE OF HUMAN
ETERNAL BEATITUDE OR PERDITION
A

This paper is a new exposition and reinterpretation of Catholic anthropology advocated by Saint Thomas Aquinas (A.D. 1225-1274) and the
most influential school of Christian philosophy and theology called ‘Schola’. 1 have paid a particular attention to the doctrines expounding the
essential qualities of human nature, the existential and eternal destiny granted to all human beings by the all-transcending and eternally impenetrable
God. I have presented them in order to compare them with the equivalent doctrines promoted by Zen Buddhism, and especially by Japanese school
of Soto-zen and its Patriarch Dogen Eihei (A.D. 1200-1253). The school of Schola, and especially St. Thomas, clearly emphasizes the existential
and eternally inseparable dependence of all human beings on the absolutly transcendent God. At the same time, he points out towards the existential
disposition (destiny, potentialities) of human nature, aimed ‘per se’ at the eternal yet bi-polar free goal of human existence, i.e. the eternal happiness
rooted in eternal ‘participation’ in the glory of God, or the eternal ‘doom of perdition’, originating from eternal separation and exclusion of individual
soul from participation in that glory. The Schola upholds that every human being is endowed with all virtues and potentialities opened towards
realization of its bi-polar existential goal; namely a state of eternal happiness and bliss, or a state of eternal and conscious perdition. This personal
human destiny of eternal happiness or doom is basically determined by the quality (right-wrong, good-bad, etc) of freely chosen and freely executed
individual deeds i.e., the human free yet accountable rationality, the free yet responsible choice of the conscious will, the free yet effect-causing
human activities aimed at obtaining freely chosen objectives of terrestrial life as well as the ultimate goal of human existence. In Christianity, as it
is the case in other true and universal religions and philosophical systems, there is no anthropology without or outside of cosmology and theology

(i.e. the science about the Ultimate and Supreme Being).

The growth of nationalism, the rise of political and economic Superpowers, relatively long period of external peace, maintained by the balance
of accumulated nuclear weapons (‘Pax Russo-Americana’), social and material welfare, fabulous results of outstanding scientific and technological
achievements enjoyed by populations of advanced economies, extreme poverty, exploitation of underprivileged and labour force by capitalists of all
categories and ranks (believers, atheists, etc.), and finally the exploitation of underdeveloped nations by the political and economic superpowers
have caused the desolation of human hearts, sterilizasion of human spirituality, produced mutual distrust and hate, generated a steadfast faith in
omnipotence of natural sciences and evoked in some societies and even nations the unwavering and unquestionable conviction in the “super-hu-
man” and “divine” nature of emperors, rulers, nations and races: the Japanese Tennoism, Nietzche’s theophobia and divinization of anti-theistic
personalities, German Fascism, Communist or Maoist Infallibility, Absolute righteousness of the State, Human rights of the Wealthy and Powerful,
Absolute inviolability of the USA’s global, political and economic egoistic interests ...etc. All these causes have resulted in an illusive aura of human
existential self-efficiency, total independence from the Supreme Being and disregard for Its cosmic laws and moral order. At the beginning of the
21 century humanity finds herself in the midst of deadly struggle for world supremacy, maniacal pursue of unsatiable greed for power, aberrant
pleasures and materialistic wealth. All this is very often done in the name of undeniable human rights of freedom, welfare, self-determination,
intellectual progress, happiness, mutual respect and love for the highest values of humankind. However, if we take a closer and deeper look beyond
the beautiful masks of smiling yet sly presidents, emperors, kings, premiers, politicians; divine authority-thirsty yet ‘tomb-like’ pralates and
bewitching statements of various charlatans and deceivers, we discover another, yet very scrupulously hidden side of human reality. To our
disappointment we will find out that, the so called ‘democratically’ obtained power, ‘legally’ earned wealth, ‘free and legitimate’ pleasures, ‘fully
deserved’ honours and ‘national’ glory grow from tens of millions of human miseries, poverty, sufferings, sacrifices, heavy labour and taxes,
discrimination, briberies, fraternal struggles, suicides of workers fired out, slaughter of innocent, tragedies of divorced families, tears of unwanted
and abused children, despair of unloved solitary people .... etc. What are all these creatures living for 7 ? ? According to the ‘sacred and
unquestionable’ laws promulgated by the ‘deified’ or quasi-divine rulets of affluent societies, aren’t all those poor people the “human beings”
endowed with equal rights to wealth, happiness, spiritual growth and human dignity ? Why the peace-loving UN doesn’t bestow any “Internation-
al Honours™ to the physicians, nurses and victims of aggressive wars in Poland, Ukraine, Russia, Lituania, Bielarus, France, Pacific islands....etc, to
the innocent victims of atomic bombs of Nagasaki and Hiroshima, to the nameless victims of colonization and slavery, to bereaved children whose

parents had been killed in the name of ‘true democracy’ by the USA-made napalm bombs dropped in Vietnam, Afganistan and Iraq, to the Chinese



144 BIRELTEMRSELE #42% (2007)

parents who had taken under their roof the abondoned children of fleeing Japanese aggressors and raised them as their own, or to the victims of Pol
Pot’s genocide ? Why there are no eulogies for the patience and scrifices of people starving in countless slums of Africa, Central America, India,
China and even USA — the leading ‘advocate’ of the human rights ? The long history teaches us that the wealthy part of mankind, despite of its
fascinating and glamorous rethorics, is ‘de facto’, as it had always been throughout past centuries very unyielding and staunch in perpetuating of its
priviledged yet unjust ‘status quo’ in the name of the divine or highest human values. If this order and its laws are the ultimate ‘dictum and eternal
verdict’ for all humanity, then we have to not only acknowledge the mockery, irrationality, existencial fatalism, absurdity and irony of the dedicated
and benevolent human lives, but also the cold-blooded cruelty and invincible insanity of the Cosmic Nature. If the present world order is the only
right one then Christ, Shakamuni, Lao Tse, K’ung Fu-tse, Nagarjuna, St. Paul, Augustinus, Cyrillus, Kukai, Thomas Aquinas, Shinran, Dogen,
Ramanuja, Ryokan, Maximilian Kolbe, Russian, Ukrainian and Belarusian hieromartyrs, Mother Teresa and alike had been the worst of all villains,
knaves and deceptors of humanity. However, taking into consideration the sheer fact that even the most malicious people yearn for justice and crave
for eternal happiness, we have to admit the existence of universal, unchallengeable, unmanipulatable and impartial Power executing the order of
justice for all; for the poor and wealthy; for the powerful and discriminated; for the good and malicious; for the deceiver and deceived; for the
believers and unbelievers; for the believer of true religions and worshippers of idols, money, pleasures and war criminals; for the rich and influential
Hindu, Buddhist, Christian, Muslim and other prelates; for the semi-diving heads of states and their puffed-up First ladies; for the power and money

thirsty members of national parliaments; for the people of good and of evil will as well.

Not to convince the unconvinceable lords of the ‘terrestrial justice’, always discriminating the weak and the poor, but to strenghten the
humiliated and forsaken ones and to throw a new light on the questions of greatest vital importance for every human being, I have presented here
the most significant views and teachings of Christian, particularly these of St. Thomas Aquinas and his school’s anthropology and reinterpreted
them, using the language and concepts of our times. I have paid a special attention to the following doctrines:

(1) Every human being is created in the image of God. The Catholic tradition and her most prestigious Schola school teach that “God created
the human beings in the image of himself .... male and female” out of His completely free will and gratuitous love. The Catholic anthropology
upholds that men and women of all ages, races and nations are called into being by God himself as His ‘human personal images’ and that every
human monogamous family is an ‘analogical copy’ of God’s eternally impenetrable and sacrosanct ‘Trinitarian Family’. That is why the
Catholic tradition has always regarded the monogamous family, united by the bonds of life-lasting love, to be the fundament and fulcrum of
the human society. Saint Thomas emphasizes however, that this “image” or “copy” doesn’t mean the ‘identity, sameness or equality’ of the
Divine and human essential natures, but only a remote analogy in some of theif existential virtues, i.e. a partial resemblance and certain
similarities between the Divine and human existential virtues, powers, abilities, functions and activities.

(2)  The eternity of the human soul, the original sin, the essence of all other human sins and wrongdoings. God creating the first human pair,
not only endowed them with the minimum of human essential qualities, but He bestowed upon them as well as upon all their descendents the
gifts of happy and misery-free terrestrial life, ‘immortality’ and an easy and painless way to attain the celestial happiness of participation in his
glory. However, the permanence of these ‘supernatural’ virtues (i.e. the qualities exceeding the limits of the ‘human nature’) had been
conditioned by the human recognition and respect of the most fundamental, absolute and ‘per se’ evident order of the cosmic and human reality,
i.e. the absolute value, the undisputable righteusness, the unquestionable authority and the highest dignity of God’s wisdom and goodness
‘(namely the ‘transcendent wisdom and absolute goodness’ of God, the Ultimate Parent and Creator of all beings). God gave Adam and Eve
only one precept: “You may eat indeed of all the trees in the garden. Nevertheless of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you are not
to eat, for on the day you eat of it you shall most surely die!” [Gen.2.16-17]. Yet the first man and the first woman had freely chosen to follow
the semi-advice of an unknown, feigned and spurious guardian of the ‘human natural right’ to know the good and evil in order to become equal
with God. This attitude of human arrogance, self-exaltation and even superiority over God found its expression in ‘Nietzsche’s declaration of
theocide, in deification and enthronement of selfish supermen; in the Japanese ‘Tennoism’ and, to a certain degree in Maoism, in Communism,
Fascism, in the cult of the State (especially in absolutization of the s.c. “reasons of the State”); in sanctification of the Capitalistic selfishness
and forceful vindication of exploitative rights of the wealthy, powerful and priviledged.

(3) Nature of the human soul and the ultimate goal of her existence. The attempt at deification of Adam and Eve not only failed but following
the universal laws of causation, it brought about the loss of all supernatural virtues granted gratuitously by God to the human nature. The
defiance of God’s precept (expressing the true and natural relation between God and mankind) deprived humanity of happy and misery-free
terrestrial life, the terrestrial ‘immortality’, an easy and painless way to obtain the celestial happiness of participation in-God’s glory, the visible
and easy way of communication with God, the strong orientation of human intellect towards the truth and firm disposition of the will towards
all what is good and truly beautiful. This original and fundamental sin didn’t however destroy the essential powers, functions and qualities of
human nature i.e. the inborn consciousness, rationality, internal freedom of choice and actions, creativity, uniqueness and innate orientation of
human soul towards the ultimate, eternal and bipolar goal of human existence; namely, the inborn disposition of human soul opened towards
the eternal participation in God’s happiness or towards the eternal separation from that happiness and glory. The choice and realization of this
ultimate goal depends on moral and religious quality of individual life.

(4)  Jesus Christ, his messianic life, expiatory death on the cross and the impact of his resurrection on human destiny. St. Thomas and his
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school, inspired by the teachings and deeds of Jesus Christ, the faith and heroic testimony of the Church (especially that of St. Paul and
martyrs), the universal Christian tradition, and supported by the solid philosophical and theological truths, uphold the uniqueness of Christ’s
gospel, the expiatory character of his life and especially of his human death on the cross (the highest act of love for humanity and the act of
atonement for all human sins), the historicity of Christ’s resurrection as a clear proof of Christ’s divinity and the redemptive significance of
his terrestrial life for the whole of humanity. I think there is no exaggeration if we say after the american Christmas song entitled “Joy to the
world”, which states that, “Twenty wild centuries have come and gone and today He <Jesus Christ> is the Centerpiece of human race,
the Leader in the column of human progress. It can be said that all of the armies that ever marched, all of the navies that ever sailed
the seven seas, all of the legislative bodies that were ever set and all of the kings that ever reigned, all put together, have not affected
the life of man on this earth so powerfully as that one solitary life”.

The eternal salvation or the eternal perdition after death. St. Thomas and his school state after Christ, the four gospels and other holy
scriptures of the New Testament, the faith and traditional teachings of the universal Church that our individual and eternal destiny, i.e. the
attainment of individual salvation (“cterna visio beatifica”) or acquisition of the state of eternal deprivation of participation.in the eternal
happiness and glory of God is a real possibility and depends on the religious and moral quality of our terrestrial life. The hell i.e. the state of
deprivation of the eternal beatitude is characterized by condemnation to the eternal sufferings due to absence of any good, love, joy, mercy and
anything what can be named ‘happiness’ (“eterna perditio”). The state of eternal salvation or that of eternal perdition after death is a natural
effect (reward) of individual choices, personal decisions, right or false faith, proper of improper efforts, beneficent or maleficent, benevolent
or selfless deeds of individual human person during the life on the earth. It is not true that God will will use force and will condemn the evildoer
to the eternal doom of perdition ! The evildoer through his own free and conscious decisions and deeds ignors God, rejects His grace and love
and is himself preparing his own eternal state in accordance with the universal and impartial laws of the justice, retribution and divine grace.
The divine glory is nothing else than a manifestation of the universality, inviolability, invincibility, effectiveness and impartiality of God’s
justice, His gratuitous yet not forced love and His grace of salvation. Our eternal salvation however is realized neither against our free will nor

against God’s universal laws of order, love, grace, justice, compasion .... etc.

(20064E12H 5 H2H)



