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The Human Death and Post-mortem

(Part 1)

~ The Vision of Japanese Zen-Buddhist Anthropology~

%k

This paper outlines the Japanese orthodox Buddhist perception, understanding and interpretation of the human death, the post-mortem period,
their meaning, the role in human life and their relation to the essential potentiality of every human person to choose, strive and attain one of two
existential states of eternal destiny ingrained in the essential nature of all human beings. All of the orthodox Buddhist thinkers affirm the inseparable,
essential and existential dependence of all human beings on the Buddha-nature. All of them emphasize the innate orientation of the human nature,
directed towards the ultimate and eternal yet “in se” bi-polar goal of human existence. In Buddhism it is the eternal bliss of Nirvana or the doom

of reincarnations.

Buddhism i. e. Shakamuni, the Early Hinayama and Dogen’s branch of Japanese Mahayana Zen teach that, the ultimate yet freely acquirable
goal of human existence is the eternally non-transmigrational, enlightened, continually growing happiness and upgrading of individual form of
existence or, the eternally transmigrational, continuous degeneration and degradation of its essentential potentialities resulting in augmenting of its
own doom. Every human being, as an individualized and personalized ‘concretization’ (‘manifestation’, ‘spark’) of the immanento-transcendent
Buddha-nature, is naturally (‘per se’) endowed with all virtues necessary for development and realization of its innate bi-polar disposition, opened
towards eternal happiness and improvement of its form of existence or, towards the eternal swelling of its doom and deterioration of its mode of
existence.

‘Death’, according to the orthodox Buddhism, is net an annihilation of existence of a personalized manifestation of the Buddha-nature
(‘Buddha-spark’) but a cessation of its existence and activity in the form of a human being with simultaneous acquisition of a new form of existence,
corresponding to the quality of its terrestrial deeds and in accordance with universal order of moral ‘retribution law’ ([ FERI% 1, [FEHE D).
Shakamuni himself, the early Buddhist tradition and Patriarch Dogen clearly admit the existence of life ‘after death’ as well as a preservation of
individual consciousness after death. They admit that though we are free to choose our own way during the terrestrial life yet, at the same time they
emphasize very clearly that we will be held accountable even for the lightest moral evil or good until we satisfy the justice of the universal and
absolute laws of retribution. In practical terms it means that we will harvest after our death what we had sown during our terrestrial and previous
lives.

Agama-sutra in the ‘Dicta of the Enlightened One’ records the following talk of Shakamuni made to his disciples about the eternal law of
causation and retribution after death. Shakamuni said: “With the pure celestial eye transcending that of the ordinary man, I had seen a great
number of people going through the process of dying and being reborn again (FFA). Each of them, in accordance with the ‘law of
retribution’ was being reborn. One in the despicable, the other in the honourable social position. One was reborn in a beautiful, the other
in an ugly form of existence. One was born into a world of goodness, the other into the world of evil. I had seen and understood that all these
rebirths themselves are not only the sufferings but are also the agents of new miseries” (chapter 11). Again, in one of his great colloquials,
reenacted in the Agama-sutra, Shakamuni had refused to give any statement concerning the “continuation of the fate of human life after death,
the annihilation of the human life after death, or even to give any allusion or hint regarding the possibility or impossibility of its existence
after death”. (Ibid., Buddha’s Teachings, chap.l.s). Yet in another great discorse during his last terrestrial trip Shakamuni states as follows:
“Disciples! I see with my englightened eye.... that the hearts and minds (souls) of some people living in this world are defiled. If those people
were to die now, they would surely be carried (by the power of retribution law) to the infernal worlds and abandoned there to their fate.
Disciples, do you know why all that would happen? It would happen because the hearts and minds of those people are defiled! Disciples
(let me tell you)! When people with defiled hearts and minds die, they embark on a new way of wretched, evil, agonizing and infernal
reincarnations. Disciples! Yet the hearts and minds (souls) of some people living in this world are righteous and pure. If those people were
to die now, they would surely be carried (by the power of retribution law) to the heavenly worids to live happily there. Disciples, do you
know why all this would happen? It would happen because the hearts and minds of those people are rightious and pure! Disciples (let me
tell you)! When people with pure hearts and rightious minds die, they embark on a new way of advancing, perfecting and celestial
reincarnations. (Ibid., Buddha’s Teachings, chap.2.i). Can any reasonable and scientifically minded person think that Shakamuni, the early
Hinayana and Mahayana patriarchs (of Muryoju-sutra, Nirvana-sutra and Ashuku-sutra) would talk about the eternal law of the cause-effect and
moral retribution even after human death if they had been convinced in the total annihilation or 100% alteration of the human and personalized

manifestation of the immanento-transcendent Buddha-nature?
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In the chapter on ‘Life and death’ of his epoch making masterpiece entitled “The Eye and Treasury of the True Law” ([1F 3] o [4
3E 1) Patriarch Dogen says: “There is no life and death when Buddha (the immanento-transcendent Buddha-nature] is within life and death. If
there is no Buddha within the life and death, then there is no illusion about life and death.... Accept life and death as (a manifestation of)
Nirvana. Do not hate either one, and do net seek Nirvana (apart from life and death].... It is a mistake to think that life changes into death....
Life and death themselves are (the different manifestations of) the life of Buddha-nature....”.

In the chapter on ‘Ceasless practice (of Zen life)’ Dogen expresses his view about death and life beyond it very clearly saying: “To think that
the (personalized) living being perishes is a stupid conclusion, and to think that (a man during) death has no consciousness is a foolish
misunderstanding. These two views — the living beings undergo no death, and the dead have no consciousness — are rubish”. In the chapter
on ‘Direct study under a master’ he says: “When a person dies the real Buddha-life-spark (.0 + EZEH T, ie. the individual and personalized
Buddha-life spark) does not remain in the body. When death comes it is complete death. Consequently we are able to conclude that the entire
person is the Buddha-life spark, and the Buddha-life-spark is the person. The Buddha-life-spark and the human being are not two separate
beings. The Buddha-life-spark and the human person are like the front-and-back of one and the same page. The beings of all cosmic eons
and the infinity of all eons are also like the front-and-back of one and the same page, and finally, the all kinds of deaths and all of lives are
also like the front-and-back of one and the same page. We must thoroughly and profoundly inquire into these truths”.

In the chapter on ‘Karmic retribution in the three periods of time’ Dogen warns those who think that after death they can escape the execution
of the eternal and universal law of moral retribution and responsibility for their deeds. Quoting the teachings of the Indian nineteenth patriarch
Kumaratta, Dogen emphasizes the following: “Like many others you are unaware that karmic retribution occurs at three different periods of
time. When you see the compassionate die young, while the aggressive and corrupted live long, and the malevolent are happy while the
virtuous are unhappy, you doubt the existence of causality and fail to see its real relation to happiness and doom of suffering. This is a
mistake. Causality is governed by a principle not disimilar to that which makes that a shadow follows its form, and will not diminish even
with the passing of a hundred thousand kalpas (one span of kalpa-time accounts for 4.320.000.000 years)....The karmic retribution occurs in
(1) one’s present life, (2) one’s next life, and (3) after two successive lives”. In the chapter on ‘Deep belief in causality’ Dogen states that
“The principle (universal law) of causality is straightforward: all those who do wrong fall into hell; all those who do good attain
enlightenment (nirvana). This law is eternal, works uninterrupted and never shows even a slightest inconsistency. Those whe deny the law
add a new dreadful sin and do a great hurm to themselves. They, too, will never escape the effective execution of the law”.

In a very important chapter entitled ‘The essence of Buddhism’ ([ 3&.[>]) — almost completely ignored even by his followers, very often
omitted in official expositions, interpretations and translations, and which was written most probably a few months before his death — Dogen clearly
recommends and encourages all his followers to confess their personal faith in the Supreme Buddha, their adherence to the true Buddhist teachings
and to the Buddhist community, especially on the death-bed, in the moment of dying, after death, during the gradual destruction of old and formation
of individual ego’s (Buddha-spark’s) new essence, during the proceeding towards newly destined incarnation, during the process of incarnation,
during the growth as a new fetus and during the new birth into a new world. He also states that this new form of existence is nothing more than a
concretization of the ego’s past lives” deeds and the impartial retribution for them. Let me repeat once more: would the Patriarch Dogen
recommend ‘such a meaningless practice’ if he had not believed in the cternal and substantial identity of individual ego-life and a continuity of its
‘core-consciousness’, at least after the death? In the chapter on ‘Karmic retribution in the three periods of time’ Dogen makes clear that, whether
we know or not, whether we accept, reject or doubt the laws of causality and retribution, whether we live a charitable or a wicked life, whether we
perform good or evil intentionally or unintentionally, “essentially it makes no difference. The karma of evil act is ‘bad karma’ — and its result
and retribution is disastrous. (On the other hand, the karma of good act is ‘good karma’ and its result and retribution is beneficial for its doer.)
Premeditated wrong-doings do however, have the additional effect of transforming our good karma into a bad one, because bad intentions,
whether recognized as such or not, are themselves wrongful acts. Thus it is a terrible mistake to think that we will not be held responsible
for our evil acts which we don’t recognize as evil, or even think that they are good”.

Finally we should not forget about the Buddhist position with regard to the people committing extremely hideous and dreadful crimes, such as
the premeditated killing of one’s parents, the premeditated killing of the enlightened ordained Buddhist, causing disunity within the community of
believers, profanation and slandering of the Supreme Buddha, Buddhism and its believers. Apart from these traditional misdeeds recorded in many
Buddhist canons, we witness today some new extremely malicious and appalling evils such as premeditated killing of one’s own defensless and
innocent children (abortions), glorification of war criminals, cold-blooded extermination and economic exploitation of the poor and defensless people
in the name of God or Buddha, in the name of justice, in the name of freedom, in the name of international and spiritual progress and cooperation....

etc. Buddhist orthodox teaching upholds that such an evil-natured villains are unable to attain eternal happiness.
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