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Resume.

The Human Death and Post-mortem
(Part 2 & 3)

~The Vision of Catholic Anthropology~

This paper outlines the Catholic perception and understanding of human death, the post-mortem, their meaning and relation to the
existential potentiality, imprinted (through the act of creation) in the essential nature of each human person to choose, strive and
attain one of the two existential states of eternal destiny. All of the orthodox Christian thinkers affirm the inseparable and existential
dependence of all human beings on the power and free will of the Creator. All of them emphasize the innate orientation of the human
nature, directed towards the ultimate and eternal yet ‘in se’ bi-polar goal of human existence. In Buddhism it is the eternal bliss of
the ‘Nirvana’ or the doom of reincarnations ; in Catholicism it is the participation in the Personal God’s eternal felicity or its
rejection, ie. a participation in the godless doom of eternal perdition.

Jesus Christ, the Apostolic tradition and Catholicism uphold that all human beings are created in the image of the Triune God, are
sustained in their existence out of the entirely free and loving grace of God and are endowed with a free will and all necessary virtues
and means, to choose and acquire the eternal felicity with God or a doomed state without God’s loving grace. Thus in Catholicism
every human person through his/her free decisions and deeds is constantly weaving his/her terrestrial happiness and glory in heaven
or a hellish state of eternal existence after death.

‘Death’ in Christianity is neither an annihilation of the human soul nor a transubstantiation of individual human nature into other
beings, but the culmination of human soul’s terrestrial existence and receiving of a new form of existence, corresponding to the so
ul’s religious and moral quality of the terrestrial life. In orthodox Christianity there is no need in proving the unique value and
universal importance of Jesus Christ’s redemptive terrestrial life, his sacramental and salvific presence in the world through his
Church. It must also be said that the validity, 100% credibility and reliability of Christ’s message is substantiated by his unique life
and deeds. The quintessence of Christ’s relation to our individual life, death and the post-mortem is illustrated in the Gospels.

The Apostolic Church and The Persecuted Church emphasize the inseparability of our death and the post-mortem destiny with the
Christ’s redemptive life, particularly with his expiatory death & resurrection, our religious and moral response towards the God’s love
manifest in the Christ and in the history of the world. The Church under the primacy and leadership of the Roman Bishop (the only
legitimate successor of St. Peter) corrects errors, heresies and other schismatic views, which were and remain inconsistent with the
Christ’s teachings and Apostolic tradition. The Church and her orthodox theologians & philosophers reject any sort of pre-existence,
migration, transmigration or reincarnation of the human soul, and any form of Gnosticism, Esoterism or Idolatry.

St. Thomas Aquinas (XIII ¢.) upholds with the Catholic Church that the human soul is created by God, for each person; that every
human soul is a spiritual substance, which retains all her essential powers after death ; that no one will ever escape the personal
responsibility before God for his/her moral acts; that the Christ’s expiatory redemption applies to all people, yet it does not run
against the personal freedom of those who reject God and His love.

Summing this paper up it may be said with certainty that, those “who sowed with Christ, will harvest with Christ”, and those who
sowed with devils, Hitler, the deified rulers or exploiters, will harvest with devils, Hitler, sham gods and exploiters. It thus can be
said that the “happy death” is only the death, which ‘opens the gates’ leading to the eternal participation of individual soul in the
felicity of the True God.
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