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The Roots of Connoisseurship

NISHIDA Shuhei

Abstract

The custom of drinking tea, which is thought to have become popular from the
end of the Heian period, is still with us to this day, even although its form has
undergone a number of changes along the way. Among the various customs of
drinking tea that have continued over this period of time, two that should be
considered in particular are focha and wabisuki no cha, which became popular in
the Muromachi Period. For many years, the roots of wabisuki no cha were
thought to have originated in tea placed on the large utensil stand found in
shoinzukuri-type architecture, but that theory has now been rejected. Instead, as
has been discovered in subsequent research, the theory today is that the origins
lie in the common tea peddlers (ippuku issen) that arose in the early Muromachi
period. It should be considered the tea that arose from the living rooms that
were the private spaces of the Muromachi era. Through an analysis of the
emaki picture scrolls from the Muromachi period entitled Muromachi- Dono
Gyoko Okazariki, this paper revisits the idea that tea in actuality arose from the
private spaces for tea connoisseurship in the Muromachi period.
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