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On the Germination of Shibusawa Eiichi’'s View of Japan’s Foreign Affairs

LIANG Zisu

Abstract

Shibusawa Eiichi (1840-1931), arguably the most famous entrepreneur of
modern Japan, lived through four epochal periods of Japanese history: the end
of the Tokugawa, the Meiji, Taisho, and first years of the Showa eras.
Shibusawa played a decisive role in a number of fields in the modernization of
Japan, including politics, economics, culture, and social welfare. In the wave of
modernization that swept Asia in the early nineteenth century, Shibusawa
served as retainer during the bakumatsu, as official in the Meiji government,
businessman, philanthropist, and non-official diplomat. This paper examines the

germination of Shibusawa’s view of Japan’s foreign affairs.
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