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The Form of Sato Tetsutaro’s National Defense Theory
—The Theory of Empire's National Defense—

Wanju ZHANG

As a military theorist, Sato Tetsutaro played a key role in the history of the
imperial Japanese navy and was known by many as “the Mahan of Japan”. Sato joined
The First Sino-Japanese War (25 July 1894-17 April 1895) and rendered meritorious
military service in the war. After that, he was sent to study abroad in British and the
United States for two years and a half. When coming back to Japan, he was arranged to
work in The Naval War College as a teacher. As soon as he start to work, he wrote out
The Theory of Empire’s National Defense. This book marked the form of of Sato
Tetsutaro’s national defense theory. First of all, this paper discusses the process that why
and how Sato studied abroad. Then through the analysis of the content of The Theory of
Empire’s National Defense, 1try to find out what kind of national defense theory Sato was
appealing for.

Keywords: Sato Tetsutaro  national defense theory  The Theory of Empire’s
National Defense.
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