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The image and deification of Long (#) in the Han dynasty (#f{)

ZHOU ZhengLv

Long (#) is considered the symbol of China and the ancestor of Chinese people
as well. Known as a god of water and sky, Long also has a great influence to history and
the way people think about the world of East Asia. There have already been several
studies about the origin of Long since its deification. However the previous researches
which refer to reasons and the process of long’s deification are not enough. And the
character of Long by Han dynasty, as an important reason of its deification, is still
unclear.
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