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Returning Methods of Rykyu’s Drifting Ships in the Qing Dynasty

CenLing

The communication between Ryukyu - Okinawa and China has a long history. It
has been said that the history has begun even at Ming Dynasty. Ryukyu Dynasty were
canonized by Chinese king even after Satsuma clan(now Kagoshima Prefecture)’s
invasion in the beginning of 17 century. The tributary relations between Ryukyu and
China had last for 5 centuries until Ryukyu became Okinawa Prefecture by Meiji
Japanese government in 1872.

The relationship between China and Ryukyu basic were tributary relations.
However, the main transportation mean in Ryukyu were by ship, and lots of ship
encountered typhoon, lost control of their ship, and finally were drifted to China
continent. You can refer to these historical documentation in the book [ Selected
documentation of China-Ryukyu relations in Qing Dynasty] which was public by China
First Historical Archives. Lots of ship-drift cases are written in this book from Qianlong
era to Guangxu era of Qing Dynasty.

Various forms of transportation can be found form those cases. This paper will not
focus on tributary ships from Ryukyu, but on the part of rescue and aid from Qing
government to those who were drifted from Ryukyu.
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