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Wang Bi’s Annotation on Laozi's Place in China and Japan:
Focusing on Ogyu Sorai

MATSUI Makiko

Wang Bi's Annotation on Laozi [#7F) EiBiE is considered one of the
representative notes on Laozi. In China, however, it was not until 1781 when this book
was included in Sikuquanshu [PWOEE4i%] that the study of Wang Bi's note became
popular. In Japan, while Wang Bi’s note was introduced before the 5" century, it received
rare recognition until Okada Touin’s Laozi Daodejing Annotated by Wang Bi [HI®E
[ BELETHE] published in 1734. However, further research reveals that Ogyu
Sorai 3k 4187 had pointed out in Keishiskiyohran [#FHE%] that, in reading Laozi
from the view of classical rhetoric & X ##% Wang Bi’s annotation should be referred to.
Keishishiyohran was based on Sorai’s dictation before 1728, and it was earlier than both
Okada Touin’s Laozi Annotated by Wang Bi (1734) and Stkuquanshu (1781). Therefore,
judging from evidences currently available, it seems fair to conclude that Sorai was the
pioneer who introduced Wang Bi’s annotation into the field of Laozi studies.
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