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Yuan Fu and his Student Xiong Yuan’E

SHEN Guowel

In May 1900 Yan Fu (1854-1921) fled Tianjin for Shanghai following the outbreak
of the Boxer Rebellion. While Yan Fu was in Shanghai, a young man from Jiangxi named
Xiong Yuan'E (1879-1906) came to pay his respects to him, and eventually became Yan
Fu’s favorite student. Even after Yan Fu returned to Beijing in March 1901, Xiong Yuan’E
continued writing to him for advice. After studying under Yan Fu, Xiong took first place
in the Jiangxi provincial examinations in 1903. One of the questions on the exam
concerned reform of the educational system and the establishment of modern academic
disciplines. In terms of both language usage and content, Xiong’s test answers naturally
reflected Yan Fu’s profound influence. In this paper, articles written by Yan Fu and the
test answers given by Xiong Yuan’E are analyzed to explore Yan’s and Xiong’s principal
ideas on the issues of science and education, and to reveal heretofore unknown details of
the relationship between the two men.
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And the business of the moral and political philosopher appears to me to be the ascertainment, by the
same method of observation, experiment, and ratiocination, as is practised in other kinds of scientific

work, of the course of conduct which will best conduce to that end.!®
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