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How to recognize Japanese animation in France

—two forms of interpretations

Naho TANIMOTO Sonoko AZUMA Noriko INOMATA
Nozomi MASUDA Chie YAMANAKA

Abstract

This paper examines and investigates how Japanese animation is being interpreted in France. To this
end, we focus on character iconography interpretation. We presented French students with ten types of
characters and asked them to predict the fictional birth places of these characters. The results showed that
the students came to their conclusions based on either the appearance of the characters or their

knowledge of manga and anime. In Japan, “naturalistic realism” and “manga or anime-istic realism” are
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thought to define how works of art are consumed, and we identified these two forms of interpretation

(literacies) in France.

Key word: Japanese animation, literacies, realism
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