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The Present Condition of Cable TV, and a Future View

Masao SANO*

Abstract

Japanese cable TV will celebrate its 50th anniversary in 2005.

During this half century, it has responded to the currents of the times, and environme-
ntal changes. Which be came a role of information communication although new functions
have been added. It can be said that cable TV has proceeded from CATV (community
antenna television), to a cable network. This development can be seen as including several
distinct generations -- that is, IT (information communication technology), IP (Internet
Protocol), broadcast, change to borderless communications and the present various
environments, and competition.Especially required now is broaderbased cooperation of

cable TV networks. Future possibilities are discussed.
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