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According to me DEEEE

Some Remarks on the Use of the Expression “According to me”

BOE B —
Takaichi Okuda

It has been extensively explained in grammar and usage books that we can not use the
expression “according to me”. However, we sometimes find this expression in the newspaper
and other articles.

In this article, I surveyed a previous studies on the expression “According to me”. Though
we can not use this expression in the normal context, we sometimes are allowed to use it in
the special situation. Through the observation of the examples, I found that “contrast” is the

essential factor of accepting the usage of “according to me”.

F—O—R

according to, usage, contrastive, afterthought

1. FCBHIC

According to = WV FRBUL, [ 12X AL ] LW BERTIIMHHIN TS, ZTOEH
DERITITHI L ENDLOPIREN. BADVEDRHHRRLZ EFER LRI LZL ) T L %M
FIMEZR D 720OFERIZEBbI L, & ZAHH, According to DERIZIZMLE SNDHDTH
A TL VDR E NS L, 29 TlER L, WEOrDHIlTH 2 L9 ThHE, TD—DIZ,
[According to me, - EIZEHL%V] W) LORH D, &I AHD, ERIZIZZOERI D
NLZEDRHDH, ZOFmLTIE, ZOHIFIZERL, £Hv) A2, According to me, - &
V) RN RE L O EHEo THIZWER S,

2. According to me &5 ERH

—#E1Z, According to me &\ EHUIAW L AL ENTWw5b, Hlz X, Swan (1980 :7)
IFRD & HIZHBRTW 5,
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According to X means 'in X’ s opinion', 'if what X says is true'.
According to Harry, it’s a good film.
The train gets i at 8.27, according to the timetable.
We do not usually give our own opinions with according to. Compare:
According to Ann, her boyfriend is brilliant.
(= If what Ann says is true, =)
In my opinion, Ann’s boyfriend is an idiot. (NOT Accordingto—me, )

SF )., BHOOER»FEWST AE21E. according to me Tix7: < T In my opinion %9
EVIDTH D, FEDOZ LD, K - N—=F~< > (1997 :5) IZFEDLN TV 5,

X According to me, university tuitions are too high.
@ In my opinion, university tuitions are too high.
@ I think university tuitions are too high.
(RFEOBFERITST 5 L HET)
& according to ~ I ZFNEMAETT TIZ, MELLDIHEMEMEZH LV IHIBETEATVDS
720, ZOHEIZme, us % E— AORAF DT T & id 7\,

ZHUcxt L. According to me &\ ) FRIHLOWHEEMEZ Ross (1970 © 235) (ZBEL T30 & v,
KDL HTIRL T b,

(1) According to | Indiana Gandhi |, food prices will skyrocket.
The Realist
Satchel Paige

you
*me
(2) Satchel Paige; claimed that according to | Indiana Gandhi |, food

prices will skyrocket. The Realist

*him,

you

me

ZL T RO LD 22T T 5.
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(3) No well-formed deep structure may contain according to-phrase if the NP in that phrase
is identical to any NP belonging to the first sentence above the one containing the

phrase.

2%, [according to MOV DEEFAID, according to FIDHRDIA F N TV 5 LOHRM DL
DL LA —FRROBEIEIENI 2 B ] Ll RTWD, BICTHZ &, (2) DX H 12, HoA
FNTLDOHF D according to TJOHFDLFM), Indiana Gandhi, him, you, me A%, FEi® Satchel
Paige & H—{8/RO%E. TOHEIE him & F—IER2 DT, O him A7z LA
HEV)IDTHD, TNTIE, (DX LXEEIFPT L0 L) & ZOTULETHHT
I2& 0 Isaythat L) X)X EBEH) TNPRHIBN TRV EERLDTH
Lo TNT, TOUD according to Al HIMHATN T WL EE 2, 1 EFE—1BRIZH725 me
PEONT AL 2L EHMATELDTH S,

L2 L&A, Ross (1970 :236) HEDIEML T2 X912, B) D L) REMTIIRD (4)
MIELTHY . G)PIEL WL E W) ZENFUMTELNDTH S,

(4) *Satchel Paige; stated that it was not true that according to him; food prices would
skyrocket.

(5) Satchel Paige; drives a truck that gets, according to him;, 37.8 miles per gallon.

(41X 2 EIZHDIAENIZLD 728, “NP belonging to the first sentence above the one containing
the phrase” OEGIZIKAR L 72\ 726 (3) DRMEE T VIR IELWIZEFHT LI LIk b,
BRI, GUFIEL WA DI, B) DEMIZHUTIIFT Y, FEXLEFRLTCLE) 2 LIADD
Tdhbo THUTK L, Ross (1970) 3@ 2RELRINTE o720

INEFTHNEMEDIIT, FHHL L9 & L72OA . Leech (1980: 70) THh 5. O
PUTDL)%b0TH2,

(6) In a statement modified by a phrase “according to x” , “x” cannot refer to the speaker

of the statement.

D F . according to x &\ ) FBHEH W LTI, x ZHICFOLDRELTH-> CTE bk
WEWIDTHbD, THUZLIUL, (1), (2) DFE—FRROGFAFIZS TIEF 5725 TR L (4),(5)
WCELTH ) FLHHTE S,
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3. Leech (1980) MD%H4THEHBHITE &L according to me

Macleod (1985 :335) (k. AT &9 2FEF % H1F T, Leech (198) DA FEfM L T\ 5,
(7) From a novel, That Uncertain Feeling:
“Yes, 1 know a bit of chasing round after other women now and then doesn’t matter,
according to you. Well, according to me a bit does matter, a bit too much. Any at all’ s
too much, so it’s over, there’s nothing left of the whole bloody issue.” She began
crying. “Anything at all of that sort matters. According to me.” (Amis (1975: 199))
(8) From the transcription of an interview:
Q. Would you call One Fat Englishman an American novel because it’ s set in America?
Amis: I don’ t think one can quite say that. It would be very difficult to say what Englishness
and Americanness are. [ think that one of the reasons why, according to me,
the English movel has got it over the American movel at the moment is
because of things like English snobbery, and English conservativism, and English
class consciousness, and living in the past, and all that kind of thing. (Firchow
(1974: 35))
(9) From an article on detective stories:
[ must explain at once that, when writing under his pseudonym of Carter Dickson, John
Dickson Carr uses a detective called Sir Henry Merrivale, or H.M., who according to me

is an old bore. (Amis (1970: 23))

(7), (8), (9) Tl LT\ 5 according to me 1 ETHRAHFEEIZEL BT > TWA 72, Leech
(1980) D ZHTid. 9 FLBBELI O % VD TH S, Macleod (1985 :335) 1, TNnHD
BIZB1F % according to me KD L HIZFHHL T 25,

(10) --- the speaker uses the phrase to signal awareness of the unexpectedness or the contro-
versialness or the individuality (or simply, the contrastiveness) of view that is being

expressed.

2 F . according to me &\ RKIHIL, FEENHGTOEZ O [25RE] R [HmoKhrd 5
CEIR AN THA I L] IZIBRONTWAE I EERTEDIH>TWEENIDTH S,
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4. EBICK S5

According to me &\ 9 FHUL, E TR X 9 % Leech (1980) & Macleod (1985) ®DFiHHT
RRTELDTHH ) Mo EFIZTLD FIF TS HITHE L72v,

4. 1. BHRAHXTORAB]
According to me &\ ) FHIE, (2) TR L) I1Z, MORAALTIIEE LR —FRRTRIT
WRMORED 2 R EN D, KOOI L EZRTHTH S,

(1) Mr. Taylor says that according to me “fewer than one-third of the companies that go
into Chapter 11 ever emerge alive.” That figure includes Texaco and Eastern. In “A
Feast for Lawyers” I point out that a much smaller percentage of medium and smaller
companies survive the Chapter 11 “hospital.” Their odds for survival are less good than
those of someone playing Russian roulette with a six-shooter.

— New York Times, January 21, 1990

L2L. UToflid, HOIAARALT, EFELEF—TFFREDIZLZDOIMHHIN TS, ZUdE
I EZ U VD TH S I o

(12) According to the Tesla Memorial Society of New York (www.teslasociety.com (http:/www.
teslasociety.com) ) it is: “essentially a high-frequency air-core transformer. It takes the
output from a 120vAC to several kilovolt transformer and driver circuit and steps it up
to an extremely high voltage. Voltages can get to be well above 1,000,000 volts and are
discharged in the form of electrical arcs.”

If you understood that: jolly good. If you didn’t then let me tell you that according to
me, it’ s an improbable looking contraption that generates pretty purple lightning at the
flick of a switch.

— The Daily Telegraph, 25 Sep 2008

g, Macleod (1985) DE XS ThRALPHUMHB O pb Lite v, LrL, 22 THH A
LUK DB Z R CWiz2&zw, ZOLED/)85 275 7% H,% -, According to the Tesla
Memorial Society of New York &\29) KA H L DN b0k, DF ., Tl TIIHELNLL WD
IAB LT D according to me Zif L T 5 DL, I According to ~ & W) RESHTETH
D, ZNEFBIIMHE S THD2ETEREWVTH S ) Do
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4. 2. MEHICELI B
4. 1. T, MBI according to me DB E B2HY, ZORBEZHFTHERIC [0E]
LV TENRHLOTIZEEZ, 3OV LABZRTITL 2 LT 4,

(13) “Several years ago, there was a contract that was going to be entered into with Boeing
which, because of my knowledge and background and experience, was going to cost the
taxpayers — not according to me, but according to the Government
Accountability Office — an additional $6.2 billion,” Mr. McCain said. “I fought against
that contract because I thought it was wrong. It ended up, two Boeing executives ended
up in federal prison. It was a scandal of great proportions.”

— New York Times, March 12, 2008

(14) Ross has been struggling academically, and there are different opinions why. According
to his teacher and the school principal, it is because of Ross’s laziness and bad
attitude. According to me and several learning specialists attending the
meeting, it is because the demands on his reading and writing have increased, placing
extra stress where he is weakest. The school’s rigid attitude has not helped things,
either, in my opinion.

— New York Times, April 13, 2003

CH LI, not -+ but ~ & WV RELER G, WHIEICH DL Y;E121E. according to me &
W) RHDHEPU R (b IS L) TH D, TOLEDKRE T either. in my opinion & 11T
WEHZ EMS B DAL ) IZ According to me 1E 2 Z Tl in my opinion & [ UEM T ILT
Wb, TOL) BRI, MOFBENORETS LIFLIER NS, 72, ROBIDO L H T, but
DFAREN B VLGB ERINL L) TH 5.

(15) My way of locating the Karoo is as follows. I picture the Cape Province as a very swollen
head, with Cape Town as its chin. Then the Karoo is, roughly, the space between its
ears. Achingly empty, according to some; packed with the most extraordinary stories,
people and scandal, according to me. 1 go to the hot high northern Karoo, of stony
lunar landscapes and little lost towns. Great parched spaces where, if they didn’t put up
fences to keep in the sheep, then the lunatics would go rolling across the hot red plains,
like the tumbleweed does, all the way to the sea.

— The Daily Telegraph, 18 Sep 2000
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1BDHEA D . according to some & according to me ASFIRINIZfEDLN T WS, ZD7z8, EiE
@%ﬁb:&ﬁ(vléo

(16) HERE are some odds and ends to make note of as the business-travel season begins with
the imminent end of summer: More business travelers are driving rather than flying,
according to Enterprise Rent-a-Car. Well, duh, according to me. Increased driving
to avoid airports and crowded airplanes has been the case for nearly two years now,
after the airport experience — never a barrel of laughs to begin with — started to
resemble the incoming processing center at a medium-security prison.

— New York Times, September 9, 2003

(16) T% . according to Enterprise Rent-a-Car. & according to me 25/ FAGICH WS TW 5,

(17) Zoom The family camera when I was growing up in the 1950s was the Argus C3. I can
still see the camera in its leather case, even though the camera and many of the
pictures taken with it have vanished. Years later, cameras, photographs and prints had
become digital, and the means of producing and distributing a photograph had changed
radically once again. But what does this mean for posing? Does it mean that because of
changing technology that images have become more truthful? More candid? Less posed?
More true?

According to Susan Sontag, yes.

According to me, no.
Photographs are neither true nor false. Sentences can be true or false, but the truthful-
ness of a sentence does not depend on whether it is reproduced on a wet-collodion
plate or in a digital file. Is a sentence in color more truthful than a sentence in black
and white?

— New York Times, December 16, 2007

17)TlZ, According to Susan Sontag & According to me 2SAHBAGIZfE DL, FDFIC yes & no
ME IR DbN TS, 2D L), HIENRFEHIHIUL, 7% ) HHIZ According
tome &V EHIIHHONTVWEL LI THD, ) —FIRTAHL).

(18 One good thing about getting older is that hay fever and other allergies finally go away.

Not according to me. I'm allergic to all pollens and most drugs. A couple of years ago,



SHERESAARCEE APl (2009 4E 10 A)

I even turned out to be allergic to Flonase, which was until then my allergy medicine.

— New York Times, May 6, 2007

Z DD HFITIX, According to ~ & V) XA HLIL TV B RIDTR EN TV 125, Not
% according to me [2ff1F 5 2 L2 Lo T, MBI DLON-OLFLC L) 2@ &2 SETn»
LLEZDIENTED,

PlbEo X912, 3R 72 According to ~ 2M# DL T2 R TIE. #Hi7Ze < According to
me £ WA ERHPELNTVL L) THL, 2D EEEFEL T, Macleod (1985) DHIF T
B(TNORBZ R THL ),

(7) “Yes, I know a bit of chasing round after other women now and then doesn’t matter,
according to you. Well, according to me a bit does matter, a bit too much. Any at
all’s too much, so it’s over, there s nothing left of the whole bloody issue.” She began

crying. “Anything at all of that sort maitters. According to me.” (Anis (1975: 199))

ZOBFILDOHFTY | according to me A according to you & X HRAGIZMEDLILT V5 DA H 5 T
HHHo 2F V., according to me V) FHAH VLN H 5T [RIR] & v) BERIKE
REEERZLTHEDOTH D,

4.3 .2 (afterthought) EY%& %
LI)—D, HE VR RiIFoiniTnewngs, ERRICHNS ., RIS according to me
DEE RTITCZEIZL &9,

(19 Remembering the night in 1997 when he met Emily Phillips Pennington at a party given
by a friend, Mr. Boucher said: “We liked each other right away, according to me. But
it wasn’t mutual by any means.” — New York Times, July 9, 2000

(20 This new recording is very much in that tradition - the right one, according to me. That
is, it uses Rachmaninov’ s Piano Concerto No 2 in C Minor not as a score to be performed
reverently, note for note, but as a treasure house of suitable themes to transform into
jazz. The result, however, sounds not like JR Morton but similar to the late, lamented
Modern Jazz Quartet (or MJQ) . — The Daily Telegraph, 15 Apr 2006

(2) “You can’t always play like you’ d like to. We didn’t pass the ball enough, according
to me. We have to play with the ball more in all areas of the pitch. That was the one

thing I didn’ ¢ like [against Belgium].”

10
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— The Daily Telegraph, 16 Jun 2000

@2 In one sense it is a little odd that Mr. Berio should have spent so much time writing
virtuoso showpieces, since through most of history progressive composers have been
identified with reaction against the performing virtuoso. ‘I don’t think of them as show-
pieces,” said Mr. Berio, “but I like a virtuoso. These are virtuosos not only of the fingers
but of the mind, not like a 19th-century idiot playing a narrow repertory. Eliot Fisk is
not this. Musically and technically he passes Segovia, according to me.” — New York

Times, January 13, 1989

INHOP%E R TL 5505 L 912, according to me (&2 Z Tl MM IMZ ST, [Z
MEHCETTRETTD] L) BERNEZERLTWDEERONL, UL, (LENZZS D
WRELCES L TWT, WHEIZfD LA According to -+ 75, THEHIFEZ HIFH 2 L2k - THe
WOV 720) . BAERL#EE L7203 51 L IEF0 b D TH 5.

4.4. ZDMOF
VU ETRABIEE)FlIZRTBI ).

23 In a boxing farce worthy of a Bernie Mac routine, Mike Tyson reversed his decision on
Monday to cancel his fight Saturday night against Clifford Etienne, only to be trumped
by Etienne’ s decision hours later to back out.

Etienne’ s adviser, Les Bonano, made conflicting remarks on whether his fighter would
reverse course and agree to fight. Tyson’ s manager, Shelly Finkel, said of Etienne in a
phone interview last night: “As far as I know, he is out. I’ m trying to get him in.”

Rather than having the flu, as Tyson cited for backing out on Monday, Etienne was
a victim of the Tyson cancellation blues.

“I have people in my camp who' ve already left,” Etienne told ESPN early yesterday.
“According to me, the fight is still off.”

— New York Times, February 19, 2003

SHRAYT 2% £ D ICRLFIALZZA, Soflid~ A7 - 54V v ERTHI7 4 =0 DS
THAHN, ZTD According to me 1&, [EFICSHLEIUL] L7 1 ZUA, HODPMRTH 5
LV SEIIIRE) ELTHS TV,

Fo, KOBNE, FHEAWICHWSENTWEA, ZHIE ETHRAHENIIEDLN S RO
according to LA L L) ZERARL TWDHLEEZOLND,

11
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24 “Basically, according to me, it came from Eldawoody,” Mr. Siraj said. “He was the one
who want to do these things.”

— New York Times, May 16, 2006

5. &8

Z DFLTIL, According to me &\ FEHUZOWT, LT 2L, HiELsEEL 1,
— 7 L OHITIE Swan (1980) 722 EARARTW 5 X512, #lfl, EHTES 20, & 2AD
BOALLTIE, FREEE—IERTHEVIRYEHTE S Z L IFMERINTE 2, 612, &FF
BHITDZEZO [ERE | R [HEaoOpind s L] 2 [EENTHE L] IZIFRONT
WHZERRT L) B KRG EICIERA L Z Eabh oz,

S 512, EBEoOHIE DT, according to me 2MFEHA ENAXRE Lo VBB L TAD L.
CORIPMOHNLHRIZIE [HIR] 2w ) ERPRELHEEERZLTHE 2 D00 o
720 T2, WEM R HEED according to me £V ) D LEHEN TV D Z EWTH o7,

7B, according to me &\ ) EHEZFHT LD, b o &LV LD S according to DFFD
200FK ([~I2EE), [~ T)) 238D T, H—MICHIAL L5 Lwv)RAaD
Bolinger (1990) TIThHhNLTWAA, ZIUIDWTOMETIIFE LD /2,
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