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Abstract

The purpose of this empirical study is to identify the degree to which learners’
ability of reading aloud an English passage is related to their integrative ability of
English as a Foreign Language (EFL). For this purpose, correlations between the
subjects’ cloze-test scores and those of reading aloud a passage were examined.
The subjects were 37 Japanese university students learmning EFL. They were first
given a cloze test. They were then requested to read aloud and tape-record two
English passages, which were different in terms of readability. Their individual
readings were scored based on a criteria prepared by the researchers. The result
shows that leaners’ cloze-test scores are strongly correlated to their scores of
reading aloud. Also, the findings indicate that, with an easier passage, learners’
ability to read aloud fluently with appropriate pauses is correlated more strongly to
their integrative ability of EFL than their ability to read aloud with appropriate
prosodic features is.
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