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Abstract

The hypotheses for this empirical study were (a) in one-time presentations, con-
tent words are easier than function words to listen to regardless of sentence length and
grammatical complexity, and (b) repeated presentations are effective for listening to
function words as well as content words no matter the sentence length and grammatical
complexity. The subjects were 100 Japanese university EFL students. They were given
a 40-sentence dictation task. Each sentence was presented five times. The results show
that (a) in one-time presentations, function words could be more easily listened to than
content words depending on the type of sentence, and (b) this tendency seems to have
been more prevelant for the shortest (i.e., five-word) easier sentences. Also, the findings
indicate that repeated presentations (c) are effective for listening to both function words
and content words and (d) might help the listening of function words over content words
in shorter and more difficult sentences. Possible explanations and the research implica-
tions of our findings are discussed.
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FEH 1. 1EOLOFEFERTIE, BTEXORSPCHESE LBRRS,
BEEEE L W bANRFBICEMHB B,

Rit2 BOVBLEBREZRBIRIZLICLY BRAXDORISESEL
BfR72 < BREEORE IV X (RAFLFE&KID) ELTY
<O

3. gmE

HRET. NEEL LTRELXFE T EERAKRFEELE1008L (BF194. &KF
214) T, A EPBERBREIS IR TV ko, EREDHEZEESDOEN
LY, BRIZENRONIDERRD 2D, FHREIIE 504D LALEE, TAREZ
St b, TMEORIZIE, SOOI a—XF A MIEY, KEBEHZEVSHDZ L
DR INTWD, (1=9.94,df=73.75, p = .00)

4. Fi
4.1 HR7

AT ELTIE AMEDOEXEZT 4 7T —a BEL L TEx-, XDEEE
SUOHSEDOREBLRRDI DI T4 72T —a VBEILIRLIRLIEL D &2
STEEDORRANE SETHEDT, (EBEOXEILX, Appendix BFR)

Fzl. MWERY XOEH

XnE & i
1P ETA
5% 53C 53C
1035 53C 53C
1558 53C 53C
20 78 53 53C

XDOEESEDEVL, (a) Readability D&V, (b) 1 XOHEIEKBRKIZED IR
HOEIE., O2HETHR L, (a) T, SEXNH20EXETTHD0XY | XE
DESIZLTHW, EEORWNXIN—FLESEDE L S )V — FEIZ Flesh
Reading Ease Scale #f#fl L T2 EH L7, FORKR. HEEDERHN\XIN—T
TILMED 2, HZEORNIX I N—TTIT15 L o7 (JEREVIF EFREARLTV),
(b) TiZ, BB EDE X N —FDIEN0.12, EHEDE I NV— T DEH0.32
LRV IREDHER., MI7N—TRICEDSHD Z EBEEREIN (1=234,df =
38,p<.05), TNHDXiT, REBEFBEFZE 24 CKEABLK14T0) HNERLE
STHALETEVLDR2EE, REL-ELETF 4277 — a3V BEE L,
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4. 2 FIR

WXDT 47T — a3 VBEIRIXTD, X2 ORTIEFICEVERRLTZ, D
BR, BRIEFARERICEEEEXRVE OIWCEE L, 20, £, TAHOHER
FEEEIENEFNIN—T1. 2T N—T3 4D 20T D4, BRIEFOEESE
B, HREIL, EXESETOME . I EEICHE R -8By 2 iRERARICEEA
Lz, B, EFRIFZBIZIIZADTEDIZHSRERAERE L DTV, -,
BREIR OB ER Y RIREZICET 2720 BREBICERPADOXV2FHLT
RETHL D, HBREIIIETIVHENRTWE (F: 1EEB R 2EBITHE),

#£2. T4 T —a VEBEORTHIE

BROIEF

Jn—71., 3 TN—72. 4
O E DRV HIEORVIX
(1)* 58 : (1) 203
(2 10”7 (13) 203EXC (2) 157 (13) 53
(3) 157 (14) 15”7 (3) 107 (14) 10”7
(4) 20”7 (15) 10 7 (40 57 (15) 15 ”
(5) 20 ” (16) 57 (5) 5” (16) 20 7
(6) 15 ” (17) 57" (6) 10 ” (17) 20 ”
(7 10”7 (18) 10 7 (7 158”7 (18) 15 ”
8 57 (19) 15 ” (8) 20 7 (19) 10 7
: (20) 20 ” (200 57

HIAEOER N %5W®ﬁwx

(21) ~ (40): EHEOBEWXERIEF  (21) ~ (40): S E OBV X & RIERF
() A, BEES

ERIT. EEOR L) TR BIR- TR IR, £/, £O—HBZ7 ¥
KB HENTHDORAFICE VEASNIER, —HEEIELS ., 97LRo7, &
REEIZT, BY OBV BBRALR2VWARY FREDY R=0 T HDHBPBRIZK
MINDEOBEE LU, oPricid, RS 1B L Tk, BEERE. NAEEIZEAN
WBRICEDIEEGXE ML, R—ty b THURT A HEFRA L, ®RE2I1ZEL
Tid. ANOVA with Repeated Measures (Post-hoc 7 A2 b & L TIXLSD) #F|H L T,
BOEBRLEBRICE D RBOBUERE L, TORREHEEE L NEE CTHESITL
7o

5. R LER

5.1 {RHE1DOKRLHAER

7T, IEIOFFRTRICEL D, BEELABTEORER YV RBEL BT Z L, #
3. 1L SR Lo,

RIBIVH LY #REFE L LNAEE wa%4ﬁ*wﬁmw e &
5, ZOERT. BICXEOHSENEL . ﬁwi(s ) IRV TEE
uﬁen\&xwotﬁﬁ\T&#m#ﬁbf%b6n6°W§%inb%%%n
BOWTEMERBENVE VIR LR OB, hnm‘ﬁéntm%#waBS%
(2D 313%) Thotz (£4), £/, 5EXICEWVTIE, . TALEESIC,
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DEEFEHMEL 725 LHEEEOEMERAWMIC ER>TE, 5LV RNIUCH
W, EEEMNELLTH IO L 5 ICHMEE, NAELSbOOEMEBIZLRER
EENIR NIRRTz,
F 3. BRI L BOBEOB E R R
Bativiid TALEE
R fEEuy AR &y 1A
EOREE  WAERE WA HEEEE NAE HKRERE NAERE HaERE WA
sssy M(%) 63.00 6071 2275 5546 5288 4035 18383 38.08
SD 1931 1531 1269 14.46 3.35 506  3.56 427
lozmy M(%) 2226 4348 1613 4037 1489 2552 13.03 2237
SD 1261 1420 13.07 17.15 5.18 480 428 420
152 M(%) 2436 2735 19.03  17.64 3546 3284 2446 2354
SD 805 12.06 8.15 7.23 4.33 500 530 4.47

20 3BT M(%) 1336 2432 12.61  20.61 18.00 27.53 1271 30.16
SD  7.02 7.22 4.23 4.78 5.76 5.33 4.27 5.08

(n=100)
LB B BEODEL ST LR HBEOBLX Tl RBEDIEL T MBEDEL X
100 PESRS Sitiuhirth A S— 100 B ‘DD OIS ot B it oMbl 100 MR e bkt ““‘"""'E
o0 | |mBREE OREE o ] o0
80 80 80 80
=] 70 70
;60 IE gg E gp
50 "’ ® |
= 30 || = 50
(%) 40 1 (%) 40 1| (%) 40
30 30 30 H
20 = 20 - 41 20 H
10 I N 10 ﬂ 10 I
0 - 0 ' 0
5 10 15 20 5 10 15 20 5 10 15 20 5 10 15 20
XDEE XDES XDHEE XOEE

1. FFERD 1 EOSEOME Y R

#F4, BEEEOMEXERY OFBBEML- =M

s 5 e THOE X
[ IEA 558

Al & 15 38

. A 55, 15883
ThzE Bl 15 5%

LLEDOREREI Y, 1ERY OFFERTIL, BIEEFOEMEINMEL, NEFOE
FREFBNMEARLEH DB R INDLOEMEIC L > TIERNFEL Y bEIEFEOTE
BEAEVEELH DI L¥bhot, ZORBRE, BIZEV GEX 12on
THZE L, BEEDENC LV BEEO BN RE AT I2HENENT,
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ZDEIRBERPBSELIBVTOLR LN 1 DOBEE LTIE, XOEIIZ
IVEVHENRDIERORFMENSEXITITRL . FEEOESUENIT L HHEA
2. BEEOBMERVICKELBEELEZENEZLNS, DXV, E#EHEDEV
BRI, XOWEN MR-, FEEORFOENC L2 HAIMBME, IR
BN TYH, MERN-EENSBEMOE T EAAARLTH I EMNTE, BAESE
DRERVEBHIZLIZLHAITES, —F., BBELFHWVHEITIT, XOEEN
BT, SUEHCLAHRADNHEVEET T BEEOH XY NEN--DT
HA9,

5.2 RBE2OKERLBR

iz, EFEZ2BILUERVIRLBRLEBAOBROELLEZE LD, R 2 DR
HEERBIRoT, BRIIRS5.6.7TDLE IR, £, 81X, RTIZBWTp K<
Ol DEIMETHERBAD LAEZRU-ERIETREL ., HEEELANFTETHREL
bDTHD, 1 FEALDOEE (£FMHD62.5%) T, MAEDEIZIZZENZ2L 4[]
BHAWMISEIB 207, BEEEZEOHFBEIENEL 2o7- (BTEHED. HA~
DREREENBHE THE) r— Rk, EABE. TAEXKIZ, 225Tho7 (LML
BEIZSEECL 103E3C. THIBEIXSFEX L 205E), ZDAFH4DOr—AZ, WT
NHLETRXOEZERFVBEICOL RN, $iZ, NEFEOHFHEEHN %L
o=k, k. THELIZESEDK NS I@&T%oto

#®5. HWEEE. NABOMERY BROHES « Efuaf

EORE  HBeEE NAE
BrE®k 1 2 3 4 b p 1 2 3 4 5 »p
5 8&83C (Score Range: 0-16) (Score Range: 0-34)
P M 10.08 11.74 12.36 12.56 12.72 .00 20.64 24.04 25.80 26.76 27.36 .00
SD 309 293 246 230 220 521 546 527 502 475
5 10 &3 (Score Range: 0-54) (Score Range: 0-46)
Ji:4 M 12.02 20.44 2498 28.04 29.06 .00 20.00 28.42 31.70 33.34 34.12 .00
D SD 6.81 8.57 875 8.63 8.54 6.53 6.71 6.04 546 5.52
5 15 88 3C (Score Range: 0-88) (Score Range: 0-62)
M 21.44 30.46 36.68 42.18 4498 .00 16.96 26.00 31.30 34.20 36.18 .00
VW | SD 7.08 10.48 11.56 11.96 12.54 7.48 8.87 9.71 10.44 10.39
b's 20 383X (Score Range: 0-106) (Score Range: 0-94)
M 14.16 23.50 30.68 35.53 39.43 .00 22.86 35.84 44.13 50.62 24.70 .00
SD 7.44 898 10.18 11.41 11.28 6.79 9.20 10.61 11.46 12.18
5 383 (Score Range: 0-24) (Score Range: 0-26)
P M 5.46 9.76 11.62 12.74 13.00 .00 14.42 17.96 18.70 19.24 19.40 .00
SD 3.05 3.58 333 271 265 3,76 3.53 3.32 333 3.10
5 10 8 3C (Score Range: 0-62) (Score Range: 0-38)
g
B M 10.00 16.18 20.32 23.20 24.82 .00 15.34 20.46 22.64 23.54 24.12 .00
) SD 6.12 793 887 944 937 443 581 6.05 6.10 6.20
= 15 883 (Score Range: 0-78) (Score Range: 0-72)
M 14.84 22.14 26.72 29.44 3244 .00 12.70 20.78 25.28 28.74 30.26 .00
V| SDh 6.35 836 9.22 10.32 10.47 520 6.66 17.55 7.80 7.97
p's 20 38X (Score Range: 0-102) (Score Range: 0-98)
M 12.86 19.14 25.54 28.98 32.26 .00 20.20 30.26 35.72 39.06 41.34 .00
SD 431 6.83 8.56 9.94 10.77 469 6.70 7.78 8.19 8.35
(n=50)
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EFEOEE W HERES NAE
i . 1 2 3 4 5 ) 1 2 3 4 5 p
5 383C (Score Range: 0-16) (Score Range: 0-34)
P M 8.46 10.66 11.32 11.66 11.56 .00 13.72 17.96 19.78 20.88 21.70 .00
SD 335 334 297 290 290 5.06 520 5.52 536 4.74
% 10 38 X (Score Range: 0-54) (Score Range: 0-46)
: 4 M 8.04 14.06 18.74 21.18 23.12 .00 11.74 18.72 22.92 24.82 26.22 .00
D] sp 5.18 631 7.32 7.82 8.08 480 597 6.57 6.70 6.70
& 15 3L (Score Range: 0-88) (Score Range: 0-62)
Wi M 15.60 22.56 26.32 29.54 32.14 .00 10.18 17.62 22.34 24.62 26.26 .00
x| SD 434 6.00 7.21 835 9.37 5,00 7.13 8.20 8.66 8.74
20 &3 (Score Range: 0-106) (Score Range: 0-94)
M 9.54 17.06 22.44 26.76 29.94 .00 12.94 21.72 27.54 31.70 34.56 .00
SD 576 829 9.56 11.18 12.10 5.33 742 843 10.12 10.24
5883 (Score Range: 0-24) (Score Range: 0-26)
a M 4.52 9.10 10.58 11.74 12.30 .00 9.90 14.24 16.14 16.64 16.96 .00
SD 3.56 434 408 4.09 4.01 427 450 409 4.12 3.83
% 10 383X (Score Range: 0-62) (Score Range: 0-38)
i 3 M 8.08 12.64 16.02 18.56 20.34 .00 8.50 13.78 15.82 16.86 17.88 .00
@ | SD 428 599 7.06 792 8.29 420 4.65 4.68 5.03 4.96
& 15 383L (Score Range: 0-78) (Score Range: 0-72)
Wil M 9.54 14.76 17.26 19.56 21.98 .00 8.24 13.18 16.28 19.16 21.02 .00
x SD 530 543 569 6.15 6.84 447 6.67 7.63 8.02 8.09
20 & 3L (Score Range: 0-102) (Score Range: 0-98)
M 6.48 10.92 14.82 18.72 21.82 .00 14.78 22.20 26.28 28.28 29.64 .00
SD 427 547 6.78 7.69 945 5.08 7.15 8.68 894 8.77
(n=50)

IDRERLY, *@ﬁnﬁbﬁ$u(ai%%*amem®@%m0kﬂbx
ICHREBRHBZ L. (b) XOHSEN LN, SV XOBEEEOMEIY I
DRPHBIERBHDZEBDMD, (b) DLHREMBRLNI-DIT., %mm
DIEIEOBENBENLIZB VT4 ELS, TFEE2RVRLEBRTIZLIZLEDA
BB ERTAH RN, ATEBELV LoD Bbn 3,

B, ESEDERWSEIICEWNT, #0IELEBTONRITHEEZTOM TR IZ
HEVRDONRMN-7M, Zhit, 1ERY ORTFOBE & EE. XTORFIEDLS
BRLTHWAD0s LR, 2F 0 BEZBORMETERVIZIZ, HEBREEIDS
FRMEEINDD, 5EXOLHI>BREVWICIBWTII S EEITA8FEELH F
DRNWEH  FNULDOBEEOR Y BNEE R TmbDEEXLNSD, —F.
ANREEIL. BB LR THHBEMERTRERY LT, £072D. KE
RS THERVERLBROBRBIRBDONT-DTHAS I,
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#£7. LSDREDHKR

EOER BresE NEE
RSN DB TREE  1vs2 2vs3 3vsd4 4vs5  lvs2  2vs3 3vsd4  4vsS
5EE *x * n.s. n.s. hid *k ok *
Qﬁgga) 10 g‘g.jc *ok *k *k * *k *%x *% n.s.
{E[, \I 15 gg. *k *k *% *k ok *k *k *k
+ 203 *k *% *% *x *k *% *% *%
ﬁ?‘ 588 ** ** ** n.s. ** * n.s. n.s.
B BEED 108EX ok *k £ % * *% * ns.
BV ISE *x *k *k ** *x *k *% %
20 I:,—'E- *% *% *k *k ok *k *% *k
5 % ** * n.s. n.s. ok i ** *
ﬁg}f@ 10 gg *% *k *% *% *% *x *% *%
&V 3T 1528 ok *k *% *ok *k *% ok *
i= 205 ok *k *k - ok *k ok %
ﬁ[' SEE bl * ** n.s. >k ** n.s. n.s.
B HHED 103 % *% xk = *x ** *x 13
B\ ISEE % % ** % *% *x *x *%
20 % * *% *% % *% *k *k *
**p<.0l *p<.05
K8 FERREDOERA%RUIEEERE (&KS5H)
XD#S E A E-A
BOMER BERESE NEE BEREEE NEE
558 2 [E8 4 [B1H 4 18 2 BB
10 38 4 @B 4 [A1H 5 3
et :a =] =B EIRE]
1538 5 B8 5 [E18 5 [BlH 5 B8
2038 5 18 5 [AB 5 [8 5 [E1H
558 2 [ 4 IR 4 [B18 3[R
10 3% 5 EH 5 BB 5 5 [A]
T | - =8 .
15 58 5 B8 5 [E18 5 [FB 5 [ B
2058 5 [ R 5 [BR 5 [ERB 4 BEH
6. BbYiz
S EDOFRTIE,

1. 1ERY OEFRTOBS, NFEOERELE VAR H 528, #
TTOXDERM BHE. BE) Lo TIHRIEBOERREARED
ENZELEREIZHELH D,

2. ZOBRIA, FISEXDHSENENLIBE. B

BCEEICEDLNS
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EDFEREER-, TNORERIT. BVIR LR TROFETIL, #rEREIEZT T
el BTRXOEH (HSE, X)) EVWIHIEBELERIZANDILERHDII L%
7~ L 7= Ikeda and Takeuchi (in press) D#ER % BERTH LD TH Y . SE&DORFEDOH
RTIIFICBERETRELDLE R LI,

7. SEOHE»LIL, BYVIRLOFFRTII
3. HEEREICLARBIILE LI BRERTA,

4. BHOXTHSESEWBEIL, WEEFEOHIZX Y HRHIH D EE AR
Hond

EOEREE, L4 OFERICELTIZ. HRATHY L VKEBRERODL LIZE
FEL TV ZERH D, £o, ARRIIEREED 5B E TOFREFTITOATEY,
FICRTERZEC LIS RRDBERPBONDIZEHLEZIOND, 2D,
BAEREZEPC LML S EITo TV LERHS D,

i

1. EEOMBMNE YD TIX, lkeda and Takeuchi (in press). F/EF (1985). Suenobu,
Kanzaki, Yamane, and Young (1986) . Suenobu, Kanzaki, and Yamane (1989). &
BOHEA T3 (1988) 2 &3 B, 2D H B, Suenobu, et al. (1989) i Suenobu,
etal. (1986) DENFERTH 5,

2.  HEREEE (Function Words) 13 3CHERBERAR L2 RET HE T, M L-EKIX
IZEAERZ7ev, EIZ, BH, AiER. RS H YT 5, BEEEICHES
52HMiL. NAEE (Content Words) L FEiTh 3, WNEEIT, Wk, HHE, #
Bl E%#RTET BMTHOWSOhTHLE.RZFE S, £ & LTEAH, 83,
i, BIFEANEEND (Richards, Platt, and Weber, 1985) ,

BEXM

Eastman, J. K. (1993). C-words and F-words: The importance of distinguishing content and
function in teaching second language listening comprehension. System, 21(4), 495-502.

AR, ARFFFnR (1993). [FLHEEOME®RY ) /ARG (EEoOLeT Y v
TLEFOfRE] B KEEEE.

Ikeda, M. & Takeuchi, O. (in press). Repeated presentations of material: Is it effective for
EFL students’ listening? The Proceedings of the Fourth International Conference of For-
eign Language Education and Technology (FLEAT IV).

{MEFSFR (1985). [Listening #2473 2 EX: EIEAFFE) WEFSFR, RA XHE (W)
[Listening & Speaking: Hr L\ & x 5] =& : Lo &L .

Pollack, I. & Pickett, J. M. (1964). Intelligibility of excerpts from fluent speech: Auditory
vs. structural context. Journal of Verbal Learning and Verbal Behavior, 3, 79-84.

Richards, J., Platt, J., & Weber, H. (Eds.) (1985). Longman Dictionary of Applied Linguis-
tics. Harlow: Longman.
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Commerce.

EEER. HEAMLAF. TEZLE (1988). eT7 Vv /7oBEGmEfEEICETIE
WERBRF S ) Language Laboratory 25, 3-13.
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Germans usually recycle food waste.

My sister became a teacher.

She got a new car.

I feel sorry for her.

5 §83L - That cake tastes very nice. Reaching Tokyo, they changed trains.

- Nobody was for the plan. Sad indeed was the story.

- Here goes the last train. I, an American, admire Lincoln.

- Of course, the magazine includes ads Afraid of being caught by the police,
for doctors and nurses. he ran away.

- Jobs are a major topic for the It being cool, there were few people

magazine and newsletter. on the bench.
10 83C - Please tell me how to go to the Students who study hard will learn
post office. a lot of English.

- You must be careful not to repeat Either I dropped my key somewhere
the same mistake. or it was stolen.

- I+fd like to see one of my friends No other man has impressed me so
this weekend. deeply as Clinton.

- You have to bring your own shopping The thought occurred to me that I might
bags with you, or pay for new ones. never be able to see her again.

- He waited and waited for the ship from If you had got up earlier, you would
the mother country, but it didn’t arrive. have had plenty of time for your breakfast.

15383C - We looked up at the stars twinkling in The sudden increase of motor cars is
the clear sky and talked a lot. causing a large number of traffic accidents
everyday.

- She liked to sit on a bench to read The children brought Mike, who turned 40
newspapers or a book of poems. the same day, a birthday cake and cards.

- I cannot see why women pay so much It is not surprising that students who pass
attention to their clothes, shoes and bags. these exams cannot communicate with

foreigners.

- Many families visit hot spring resorts This orchestra does not allow female
during holidays, but many younger members, and has not allowed them since
people prefer to go camping, swimming, it was founded about 50 years ago.
skiing and skating.

- Children in any country learn to speak It’s much easier for kids to get into a good
their native language between the ages of university if they have gone to a good high
two and five without formal training, school.

20 8B3C - A train was just leaving the platform as When Japanese people move to the United

she got in and she had to wait for the
next one.

Later at the theater he knew that the
manager did not think much of his
comedy on the opening night.

One of the tourists said that Mt. Fuji was

the symbol of the pride and joy of the
Japanese people.

States, their rates of heart disease and can
cer increase since their diet changes.

They say it’s hard to be sure that the card
information will pass only between the
customer and the seller.

With over 60 credit points in a year’s

period, you can use the credits to get
volunteers to help you.
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