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Subjective construction of teasing:

Role in teasing and generalized attitude toward others

Yumi ENDO

Abstract

Teasing constitutes ambiguous interpersonal behavior that some people perceive to be fun and other
people view as hostile. These perspectives might reflect the views of teasers and targets, as well as
individuals' generalized attitude toward others. The present study examined the effects of attachment styles
as generalized attitude toward others and the role in teasing (teaser vs. target) on the subjective
construction of teasing incidents. A group of 148 undergraduates participated twice, within an interval of
about 3 -months. They were asked to relive their experiences of a teasing incident either as a target or as a
teaser from their past memory, and to complete various questions about them. The results showed that only
targets with avoidance attachment style regarded their experiences very negatively, whereas targets with
secure attachment style as well as teasers perceived less negative message in teasing words. These results
suggest that roles in a teasing situation and individual differences with respect to generalized attitudes
toward others result in different subjective constructions of teasing.

Keywords: teasing, role, generalized attitude toward others, attachment style, subjective construction
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N2 A NSRS PVIRRAD S A BBIIABICE 2 Sk o7z (p=.65),
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Appendix 1
TERyFAL  AZLIVORE (Hazan & Shaver, 19874 1))

ROIDODXRFHAT, BHIZLIFEANSDE 1 DZFET, HFICOE 2T TLZE N,

1o FAZIEBMASIME LB L 2NE L, AZBE-- D APLHEONADT AT L LREIZTE
o BONRETONLIOTIE GV ELETLAIIEL RV, BVICEL LTHES AL
REREZDHIED BV,

20 MFELBLRAZ L, MIZIIMMERCEFTH L, BIIAZLOLEELZYENICLAD
THI LD RNTER V. Bid, HEPPLELICBELILTERZY, HEPFBELVATY,
AP TEIVERLTWALUEICHL 252 2RKOLNDLEAT4FLTLE ),

3, B, MEPAXATREBLLL TR TVADTEHZWREEIZ DB H B, BLWADKE
WRMFFETIEZVOTIR WD, FAE—HBIon72 2o TiE R ELEIC R B 2 EA51L
ELIEH D, RIEB EZEIZOBDB Y nwE B D, FR B2 BRICHETF2ESTLE

T eI Db,
Appendix 2
DEPVDT—T EFHLEDEE (%)
% #l % F 5 B O

T 8- & 16.2 26.9
S & 74 15
Ok % g G 5.9 9.0
il 3 4.4 3.0
R E R 45.6 448
R T 2.9 15
0 Ml 17.6 134

100.0 100.0




