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“For two hundred years,” Matthew Gray said, “there’s never a day, except Sunday, 
has passed but there is a hull rising on Clyde or a hull going out of Clydemouth 
with a Gray-driven nail in it.” He looked at young Alec across his steel spectacles, 
his neck bowed. “And not excepting their godless Sabbath hammering and sawing 
either. Because if a hull could be built in a day, Grays could build it,” he added with 
dour pride. “And now, when you are big enough to go down to the yards with your 
grandadder and me and take a man’s place among men, to be trusted manlike with 
hammer and saw yersel.” (441) 
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 “Alec?” he said. “Alec.” They shook hands. “I could not—I did not …” He looked 

at his son, at the white hair, the waxed mustaches. “You have two ribbons now for 
the box, you have written.” Then Matthew turned back up the hill at seven oclock in 
the morning. “We’ll go to your mother.” 

       Then Alec Gray reverted for an instant. Perhaps he had not progressed as far as 
he thought, or perhaps he had been climbing a hill, and the return was not a 
reversion so much as something like an avalanche waiting the pebble, momentary 
though it was to be. “The shipyard, Father.” (453-54) 

 
 (return)  (reversion) 

 (454) 
 

 
 

“Aye, sir,” Alec said, who had long since found out that no man has courage but that 
any man may blunder blindly into valor as one stumbles into an open manhole in 
the street. (454) 
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(455) 

(455) 
 

 
 

He was saving, not against old age; he believed too firmly in the Empire to do that, 
who had surrendered completely to the Empire like a woman, a bride. He was 
saving against a time when he would recross the Channel among the dead scenes of 
his lost and found life. (456) 
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