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Studying “Area”: Research Note on Geography and Area Studies

NOMA Haruo*, TSUTSUI Yukino**, ITO Miho***

All three of us have been studying Vietnam for more than ten years.
This paper discusses so called “area studies”, and then to study area and its
implication in the field of geography and “area studies”.

Firstly, we consider the reason of contemporary development of “area
studies” in both academic world and aspect of university or graduate
education in Japan. It reflects MEXT's (Ministry of Education, Cultures,
Sports, Science and Technology) higher education policy and reforms in
university curriculum and liberal arts.

Secondly, we examine the activities of Asia Area Research Group under
the umbrella of the Human Geographical Society of Japan for fiscal 2000 to
fiscal 2005. This group aimes to establish in the followings: exchange and
discuss methodologies of geography and related disciplines; listen and report
senior geographers’ experiences done in Aslan field works and studies;
encourage and support younger researchers and graduate students
interested in Asia; make academic interchange of Asian scholars in
geography.

Thirdly, we discussed how “area” is viewed in geography. As one of
academic fields studying on “area”. geography aimes to clanify and describe
the characteristics of “area” in terms of relations with physical and human
aspects. “Area” in geography is considered as “a part of earth divided from

others with some index”. In other words, “area” can be grasped in various

94



Mt ] 20F7es 2 (BFH, BIE B

scale, and in ambiguous meanings. This is geographical perspective on “area”.

Recently, as “area” itself is changing under the globalization, geography
faces to a phase to reconsider the meaning of “area” and geographical
perspectives and methodology to grasp it. In this circumstance, there are
some arguments on “area studies” in geography, which is different from area
studies that originated from strategic US policy in the cold war era.

In the last chapter, we re-discuss about area studies. This term is used
as studies on area, however, it has some dilemma, too. In recent years, some
institutional frameworks of area studies have been rapidly set up. However,
it seems that area studies as a discipline is not defined clearly. There are two
reasons. First, area studies does not existed a priori but needs to self-define
a relationship with objectives of study constantly. Second, it is free to
constitute the frameworks in the name of “multi-discipline”.

On the other hand, we can see that such free standpoint of “area studies”
on “area” may have possibility to establish its own discipline. From this
viewpoint of area studies, scholars can make a relationship with their
objectives at their own will and look on some coherent groups of human

behavior as a unit to analysis.

*Professor, Faculty of Letters, Kansai University, **Associate Professor, Faculty of
International Liberal Arts, Otemon Gakuin University, *** Project Assistant Professor,
East Asia Liberal Arts Initiative, The University of Tokyo
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