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From recovery to routine — How the activities of Kyoei University Department
of Education student volunteers helping with the 2011 East Japan Earthquake and

Tsunami has changed over time
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Abstract

Since 2011, Kyoei University Department of Education has sent groups of volunteer
students twice a year to elementary schools in Ishinomaki, a city hit by the East Japan
Earthquake and Tsunami. This study looks at four visits from 2013 and 2014, and com-
pares them with the results of an earlier paper looking at the 2011-12 visits. The kinds of
activities required of the volunteers has changed over the years from major clean-up of de-
bris in the early visits to more routine activities such as library duties in the later ones.
Also, the emphasis has shifted from helping children recover from the shock of their expe-

rience to helping them with their educational needs. Compared to before, the need for
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medical and psychological expertise is greatly reduced, but is still there, although our vol-
unteers were unable to provide it. However, both the University student volunteers, and
the pupils and staff at the elementary schools showed great satisfaction with the work they
were able to do. The volunteers have shared their experiences and the lessons learnt to the
rest of the student body and local community. Many of the participating students continued
their relationship with the elementary schools in Ishinomaki, and the experience will prob-

ably continue to inform them as they develop as teachers.

Keywords: East Japan Earthquake, Student volunteer programs, Teacher Education, Ele-

mentary Schools, Disaster Reconstruction
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