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A Study of the Beginnings of New Confucianism

SUZUKI Akinori

The publication of Eastern and Western cultures and their philosophies by Liang
Shuming and the controversy over science and metaphysics which was instigated by
Zhang Junmai are recognized as a Merkmal of the beginnings of the construction of the
New Confucianist discourse. However, previous studies, especially in descriptions of the
beginning of New Confucianism around the time of the May Fourth Movement or New
Culture Movement, because of their lack of concern for the views of the Other, fail to
deal comprehensively with both of the realities mentioned above.

This paper describes the process of Zhang Junmai's conversion from social science
to philosophy by taking into account the socio-cultural context of that time, and shows
that Hu Shi’s criticism of Henri Bergson and his philosophy of life brought about the re-

discovery of New Confucianism from the perspective of the Other.

F—7—F : HfER (New Confucianist) . HrXfLiEH) (the New Culture Movement) .
Ho¥2% (Philosophy of Life) . i (the Other)
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