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On the Embroidery Cloth Called Suzani in Central Asia:

With Special Reference to Its Ai Palak Type

FUKUDA SIDDIQI Hiroko

The embroidery cloth called suzanz has been widely produced and used in
Central Asia. Prepared by female member of a family for a girl's marriageable age, it
originally constituted a crucial part of dowry in which a bride brought some ten
pieces of suzani with her.

The making process of a suzanz work is unique: firstly, a rough sketch is drawn
on a narrow cloth. Secondly, the design on the cloth is stitched with silk thread.
Lastly, several pieces of embroidered cloth are sewed together into a single large
work. This large suzani is used in various ways such as a wall-hanging, a prayer
rug, and a table cloth.

This paper is a preliminary report on ai palak or palak, one of the regional
types of suzani centred at Tashkent and Pskent in Uzbekistan. In general, an a?
palak cloth represents one or more than one red roundel motif. While smaller
motifs show stars, larger ones indicate the moon and moonlight even though there
are several similar motifs. In other words, ai palak represents the night sky in
which the moon and stars are shining.

In addition to the above report, the paper introduces recent circumstances of

the suzani production both in handmade and machine-made industry.
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K1 &7 9% 216.0x174.0cm
I B WELAT SEATAE  (Hiroshima Prefectural Art
Museum, Japan)

4 ¥y 19004F 169 % 254 cm
AV v RIS (Johannes Kalter,
Margareta Pavaloi, Evben der Seidenstrasse:
Uzbekistan, Staib+Mayer, Stuttgart 1995)

K2 ¥y 19t 231x190 cm
ENLE A 7 7 H T FANAE
(G.L.Tschepelewekaja und O.A.Sucharewa,
Susani Uzbekistans, Reinhold Schletzer
Verlag, Hamburg 1991)

5 &y rb HA - ENE

Private Collection, Japan

B3 o7 b 240x175cm B6 »>4>b 19H# 216x190m
(Ignazio Vok and Jakob Taube ,Vok (VA7 4 —Z London, South
Collection: Suzani 2: A Textile Art from Kensington 6 October 2008)

Central Asia, Munich 2006)
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7 5Y b 19HA 240%200 cm
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und O.A.Sucharewa, Susani Uzbekistans, Reinhold

Schletzer Verlag, Hamburg 1991)

8 ¥4y 35%6x90cm Vok Collection
(Ignazio Vok and Jakob Taube , Vok Collection: Suzani: A Textile Art from

Central Asia, (trans. from German), Herold Verlagsauslieferung, Munich 1994)

9 %I b 355%x90cm Vok Collection
(Ignazio Vok and Jakob Taube ,Vok Collection: Suzani 2: A Textile Art from

Central Asia, Munich 2006)

B10 FArr+ 19#ER 245.0%210.0 em 11 7A7 > b 191k
I SRS SEAT RS Hiroshima Prefectural Art (G.L.Tschepelewekaja und O.A.Sucharewa,
Susani Uzbekistans, Reinhold Schletzer

Museum, Japan
Verlag, Hamburg 1991)
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