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London, British Library, MS. Cotton Vitellius F vii DT & %‘LCO\/‘T0)~%§’L‘%
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Ancrene Wisse: possessed by a witch?

— a note on the ownership of London, British Library,
MS. Cotton Vitellius F vii

Yoko Wada

From the evidence of an inscription (imperfect because of a fire in 1731) on the last
page of London, British Library, MS. Cotton Vitellius F vii, Emily Hope Allen
concluded that the Vitellius manuscript must have been given by Joan Holand to
Eleanor Cobham, the second wife of Humphrey Duke of Gloucester. In this paper I
have re-examined the evidence. I propose that the French text of Ancrene Wisse
in the Vitellius manuscript might have been written sometime while Joan Holand’s
great grandmother, Joan de Geneville (1285-1356), was young, in or around Wigmore
or Ludlow. Both places have a strong connection with one of the earliest copies of

Ancrene Wisse in English.

London, British Library, MS. Cotton Vitellius F vii (213 7 T >~ AFEERD Ancrene Wisse H3 %
SRTV,) UERIHICEE SN L B2 5RTVL AR 2075 ¥ AFE  13HRD
EABRLTWVWSY FZ LT, 207 F A M, 134 61 312 2> L 72 London, British
Library, MS. Cotton Cleopatra C.vi¥ K& UN13#AZHEEIZE X172 Cambridge, Corpus Christi
College, MS. 402° |[Z#NZNILD 5 N T B Ancrene Wisse & TR BRITH B & ST W
%o B Vitellius7 ¥ A b L OALET BMY DL H V.Y HE X, TOFRDOTF R
hEZTHBTALESNROSNLED S THS,” E.J. Dobsonld Cleaopatra EAIZIZE/EE B &
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L BMEBELD V.Y Corpus EARIZENEDHETRMOBEEFEZ L EZ TWwb, L7zAo T,
Vitellius BEARD 7 7 ~ A FE i Ancrene Wisse DTCIZ 72 o 727 F A M. BEESHR T I,
BELBEELIZIZABEVZBIFEDAY - FT, BMESNz0 TRV L SN 5
COERIIFEICERICEESNTHWEDOT, BRI 77 Y AFETEINIZE VI FHL FRS
hizZbdbdorz

BZ 5 < Ancrene Wisse DIFAENRHIL L7720 & FEFIECEIIC 7 5~ AFERATEY
ZOTFA NI, EEINFRT. 2BRBrEBTECH. 77V RAFEDITD) R o o
TebllEmINEEIT 2L Bbh s,

HEED Ancrere Wisse L O BABEL TWAEY DI LT, 75 Y AERIEINLERIZT
BEADLPBRFEL TCORVHLY 7T Y AFBROTF A MPIKBIZEES LT, L
BTWIEERRBTAIEEL DS, VitelliusEAIZIX, part 30K Y EP S, part 4DZFERD
FT. AP KELSRFEL TV, THiE, IS HICEERIIR-VUPSHEIE L -0 TidZk
Vo EWVH DI, THFAPDOBRTRIIAXPIRTEL, 22067 CICRE LRI
EXPRENT VLD, ZOEFTIZBW TR R %o TWwh, LIZHRRA X 91T,
ViteliusBAD 7 F 2 b & B BEH % 5 CleopatraB- &I pecia system' & IHEN S FET
BEINTWSY THUIIBHES S X {FTLREEEDR ) HT, FRET S 1 DOELRE
WL OhDEZ T a G T, BEOEFENRET CESE LEI(BERCEET S
HETH D, VitelliusEA D F 72 pecia systemiZ L > T (HHWIIZDR) FTEEINIE
REFRE L) ERENZEEZTHENRDS ), RVt 7 ¥ a V2L PpOBBTF
ICAND ZERTERDPSTZDTH A o RED DD T TERZAM LIFERICOWTIERR4
BRIEDEZONDD, —DIid THI RPN LTHS .7 Thbh, KEE,S
BLAEBREETELVWERESNZO20 Lk, HbH0vIE. KEDT T ¥ AFBMRAMEOT
SPDOEET, TCICULETH2DSTHolzhd LNV, Ancrene Wisse D part 412K
D& REBHH 5,

zef pe ne kimed sone help, gred luddre wid hat heorte: Us quequo, Domine, obliuisceris me in
Jinem? Usquequo auerteris faciem tuam a me? = swa al pe salm ouer Paternoster, Credo,

Aue Maria wid halsinde bonen o pin ahne ledene.”

('If help does not soon come to you, cry out more loudly with an urgent heart: How long,
O Lord, wilt thou forget me unto the end? How long dost thou turn away thy face from me?

and so on to the end of the psalm, then the Paternoster, the Credo and the Ave Maria, and
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other prayers calling for help, in your own language.)

BRBENZ &I, [HFBEFDOEFET] L) BVEILMEAIN TS, L, T XTOM
ROHEFELRFEL LT/ THNL, [HEFET] LFRRXIVIETTH A, Ancrene Wisse
DIOBFTIC S, [EEE 2T TV ABOREFL & 17 [HAIOEEFEORII]Y &
EPNTWDE LI, BROPIZ, EFEETAZVEVAZD$T5 L JIIERETETH,
IEET LR TERVT TV RABEORA T4 T - A=A =DV EPHERIE N5,

—R, T VREDOTFANRWNDIERE EARNDNGEA, TELLZOTHAH %)
Vitelius BARDFFEZEIZDOWTIX, 1 DDORELFEEDPODEDH L, Thbb, mEDNR—
12y KD LD REXRAADBRONS P

¥

... .Duchesse de Gloucestre du doun d...
...Kent: Plesance

Al en vn

COERE, IV ¥ —& L TH%%Si Robert Cotton (1571-1631) ® D& & L T,
London ® Cotton House iZ& o 72 L2 L. 1722FIZIZZF OB STRE L T -0 T, HEE
DRFED /28, Strand i2d % Essex House (I SN 7zo £ T TTHEE V) BEEENOBAM A%
TThE, KEPHRIDRTWIBFFICH L TWDE E W) BHT, ZHOEIHIIINT, 55
IX Westminster 12 & % % D4 b A # 7 Ashburnham House 2N H iz, Ll BERARZ &
IC17314E10H23H, 22 TRI 572 kF 12X o T, BEREHE RN DD, 22 )H D
BB %% 720 EER L RhRero772012, HRLRNEL DBEESE Y Bh LK
DEITT, AR L LD & LRSI R TWD.P bhAll, ZOB, B—RELTVS
Beowulf®F % A b %&1r London, British Library, MS. Cotton Vitellius A.xv.*® # LTS 7~
ZERD Ancrene Wisse SEH N T 5 London, British Library, MS. Cotton Vitellius E.vii &
VRS Tk (AL

CDL) BHEICH o AER. 7T ¥ AFER Ancrene Wisse DEAR S BT & o THEE KA
MEAER L TR AT TR, BEAERTO7 ) ADR =T Y O—EHBRTF. TF A A
ERITIFOBRVRETH 5o 2070, BEON—VIZRONBFEEOFEIN) L2 5E
XAALEEHERANS ZERTELR V. LAL. bTRIEINLLFER, S, JA. Herbert
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f)“1943$0>A11en0)§%%7FE3‘!M: LTy ROEI) REREZTLTVS.D BEEXIITHEZD
X9k 5,

1) Humphrey, Duke of Gloucesterid Plesance’ (BRFE®D Greenwich Palace) % 1433423 T
46, FED Eleanor SR & 0 7-FF TRAF SN2 141E T, TR EEL LT,

2) ‘Alenvn 2L DOEFEI Bleanor d Lo 72BEBH I THA 9. L7225o T, 1433~1441
EDEIZ Z DEARD Eleanor ([ZHE H 7z L Bbib,

3) BV, Bokniz 8RED S v AR Thomas de Holand DRT A Joan TH %

IHBIZOWT, =D FOREEL TW & 720

1) Greenwich|Z & o 72Humphrey D 8813, Edward I (fE4£1272-1307) DR, 5 FEED
FEELLTEbRLTW/AEEZ 5N T3, Humphrey® X# Td % Henry IV (f££1399-
1413) BHIZIITEL LTV, £0%, BFEOHenry V. (FE(11413-1422) #*Z DEE%
Edward IIID % TDuke of Exeter ®Thomas Beaufort (c.1377-1426) 125-2 72 Thomas?SL= {
2o T 2ERE2 v B2, BF5 <, Henry VOESIZ X o T, Humphrey DFFE & 72 o 726
FHLR, BOBRIZAY OBFET LD, 14329 L 143TEDOHNIIREE LRELRFTFEICA TR
Thorz.® bR L, ZORIIHN200T— 7 —ORBEICHIN Tz, TORADAT
EPLREDOH T, Z DEFEIL ‘the manor of Plesaunce’ & FEIE L T v 5% — g 12,
Humphrey (31433412 Z O'E Bk % Bella Court & & DFTE Y. Plesaunce L HZAIEZER
L 7z @ i3Henry VI (£ 171422-1461 ; 1470-1471) @ 42 Margaret of Anjou (c.1429-1482) T
ol wvbinTwa LY E£EIE,  CICHumphrey2s 2 ZI2E S L TW B
Plesaunce’ EFFINTW2DTH o7z,

Duke of Gloucester @ 2 & H ™% Eleanor Cobham i 1 & H D FE Jacqueline DL EN 1 AT
o720 MLIZELE Humphrey D% AN Td - 720 Humphrey I314284E (2RI & DS % EXIC
L. ElenorE OIZ 2 AOFED % b D 1T TV 5,% Jacqueline [ IZERAVEWEIE 2R Ly
A DFE R HEEIR |2 T/ Humphrey 13 K X 2 E# 2 2 1T 72, MDD B D> 7257 ADJohn
Lydgate (c.1370-c.1450) T& 2 b H~ORKEE(EMOPIKI L 72." B, 0y — N
ENLELLDHELIELTAKDEY OHIZAENTREDE AL HHIZ LB
Oxford ® B2 #% % Roger Bolingbroke & Westminster ® St Stephen's#{ X DRI HEEEBEXE
Thomas Southwell D ~ AR TN E ) 7-dF M x Fo72, & L TEHRE N2, Bolingbroke
X Eleanor b BT 2 vy, &5 % FZF DA L THenry VIOFIL TH 5L D F: Humphrey % T
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Micorg L) &L, EHRLZ Eleanorid 3 C3FHOH 2 6Ne TOEHR%
Shakespeare % Henry VI 5 2 B CHho TwA Z L id L LIS TWB, 14414, FROHH*
BF5E, fEkidlondonz 3 HEl, BHAMTRL. FIVEo2Fo TRETEI SN,
Bolingbroke I3 & E I D L., Wff‘aﬁ ZFLTHREINORE X IZENBINME SN 795" Eleanor
IZKent D LeedsRICHEE S 7zo £ D%, Chester~B & 4L, 144341213 Kenilworth |28 & &
N7zo 1446, ManB~NETHENT EN, £OREWales DB Z b { Flintk TI8FMH, BEE
EN7FE I nitEFEo 7.0

2F Y, 1) 122w Tid, EREICIE, BEOWEITON14324E L 43TEDOH 6.
52 LN DHI441EDH. HLIITTED Greenwich Palace TH A  ‘Plesaunce’ 1ZES LTz
LEbh b,

2) AlleniZ L7:%%> CTHerbert 5B T\ % & 512, VitelliusBEANEE b W7zDid, LA Z
DEREBIFEA T o2 EZ2 55, 2 LT, inscription® ‘Alenvn’ &, &iEEL TS
YAFENRL 0B LOWETIESH AP, Bleanor % b LokBEBRUITHY. L{iThbh
TW/zk 9 THb, Allenid. ‘Alenvn’ 1Z1F TnGodesal IZHMT 5 & 9 RFEHM L EKR
bBHHDIESHH, &# 2 5—F T, Tthink, however, that it is more likely to be amorous, and
a compliment to the duke.”® RT3, HARAICEH ZpunTED L7Bl% WL OpET
% L. Mowbray!d ‘mulberry . Eleanor®3t. Humphrey, Duke of Gloucesterid ‘homme vrai
o TWzEwvn) ®

3) HerbertifAlleniZ L7225>C, Bo7238d 8V d 7% <] 8XE DEarl of Kent® Thomas
de Holand (c.1370-1400) @ k1= A Joan7Z & L T\ %, Allenid ‘She [Joan] was the only
person bearing the title Kent in the period 1433-41." % L 3EFL T 5, Ui, BRI K%
MEL AR S, LELZEBRIBIC, &5 b\bi%ﬂ)ﬁ@ﬁ‘f CEEO—IE LTETHIED
& o 72. Complete Peerage ® Gloucester R DIHE RRAMEHFARB LY 221213
Thomas Holand (c.1350-1397). # 7 {X H ®Earl of Kent DffiEleanor D&RIHH %o Hicid
Roger Mortimer (1374-1398), Earl of March and of Ulster & DIEIHIZ X - T, ZOFRRKICH
NBHZ Lol EDFE DA Countess of Kent, Joan (c.1378-1442) T#H 5, Allenid
EHICRD &) ITBNTHERRE LT 57

‘Her [Joan’s] piety seems proved by her living in the abbey of Beaulieu. She was collaterélly
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related to the famous anchoress of a century earlier(c.1322), Katherine Lady Audley, and
directly descended from Maud Countess of Clare, Gloucester and Hereford(d.1288), who
owned an extant copy of the English text of the ““Ancrene Riwle” (Cott. MS., Cleop., C.VL).’

Z D AllenDFEFRIIIEFIZHRIE . 2O, RANIBR/2 L )12, VitelliusEARIZE TN T
W57 T v AR Ancrene Wisse DT ¥ A i, Allen®E K L T\ 4 London, British Library,
MS. Cotton Cleopatra CVIDHEFED T F A M BELBARIEHHLEEZLNTVWADNLTH
%%

TIT, EbRIERED LMATMR THIZV JoanDBHDRFREMS &, ZOERII,
3 <12 Hereford ® Wigomore & Shropshire @ Ludlow (272 & 1) %5 { o Vitellius® 7 F & b & 4%
DFE, b9 1 DDEAR, Cambridge, Corpus Christi College, MS. 4025%kE S /2B, £ 2

ZED N zinscription A 5. BH 5 A2 Wigmore Abbey T o 72, KIEEANIZ, KEBEEDFTEREE
T13024F 1213 Wigmore D KIS E BRI b BITN Tv 72 Walter de Ludlow senior Td o 72" %
LT Corpus EAR %l - 723 1 Shropshire EEBIZfEA TV /2 & b5 John Purcell & V9 A
)¢ Norbury % Ludlow |2 L H %2 FTE L T\ iz, EOARAHTL 58k LTid, TEPHRA
YiCdh o 7212724 L 13064 DM D D DHFR> T %Y

Eleanor Cobham |2 Vitellius 54 % B> 72 & % X 5 11% Joan Holand (c.1378-1442) OW#HI
Hugh de Stafford, 2nd Earl of Stafford (c.1336-1386) & Philippa de Beauchamp (c.1334-
c.1386) T 4, Philippa® & Thomas de Beauchamp, Earl of Warwick (1314-1369).
#l13 Catherine (Katherine) de Mortimer (c.1309-¢.1369) T& - 72, Catheirne {¥ Wigmore T
HEFNTW5b, Catherine® iHEIE. Lord Roger Mortimer of Wigmore, 1st Earl of March (1287
-1330) & Joan de Geneville (1285-1356) T. Z @ Joan ! Shropshire ® LudlowA L T&H -
720 B2 BRI DK Piers de Geneville (1256-1202) 1£7 4 V5 ¥ FODublini 5T 5.
B3I 7 F ~ A, Vienne ® Lusignan THA ¥ #17- Joan Lusignan (c.1262-1323) 7245, Z® 2 A&
12834, Ludlow THEME L T\ %o Vitelius EAIR ML E PN L SNTW A DT,
* Joan de Geneville DEWEIZH 7%, ZOERIIMEL, &5VITHELOE W ieh (72
L) D7D, Ludlowllh o727 T Y AFERD T F A M LEFE SN/ Do/ b L
%\, Joan de Geneville DEFE OB KL 77 Y AIFEATWI T TV AANTH 720
Ty JoanlINA Y U HNTH o EZ H5NE. LR AHRIZKDRoger Mortimer DH L EH
5 b WigmoreZE T N/ZHY, 12854, 75 v ATHBER 2 HIT TV 5, ZORRIZBWTY,

TS5V AFBIZIRENTFFA IR INFT. EELENTWATHA ) FERIVHEHITE 5,
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¥ . Eleanor Cobham 2 Vitellius 54 % B4 5 7D %3 Joan Holand T 5 & § 1L, HL LD
BRIZIEE ISR VERICT v, &9 L TloanidEleanor |2 Vitellius B4R Z o 72D 725 9
e 2 NDERIZEZIIH o 72D% Joan D FK Thomas Holand D¥kMargaret Holand (d.1439)
28D B0 L7z, Margaret @k John Beaufort, Earl of Somerset (d.1410) % Thomas
Beaufort (d.1426) D TH o770 B A S DI Iohn of Gaunt TH 5, FIZiB~7z &
312, Henry IVAS14134E 1215 K 72 B & GreenwichDF iZ Thomas D b D & 72 - 72, Margaretid
KOFEHED, POTOREE LT, ZOBEEZFNTHZTREMEDLDH 5, Margaret L Ty
W& DT & % Thomas Holand DT AJoan d Z ZIZHE PN TV e d LRV, ZOERED
Humphrey i BT 5L A Lo T L b RABEDNH o 72 & T1IX, Joanh Eleanor
Cobham & ‘Plesaunce THEAGHETHL hotzk b2 bND,

Joan#SThomas Holand & &18 L 7= 0 13130248 75 o 720 L LSHEEEIE 122 ) B 7
o fze FiPHE & Henry IVORER % ©C. £k, REICHT V. LOOELEHICR 272
WDk Cirencester (BB FRICHEZE I N7205, BAATIZT Y FUED EIZE 5 I/, Eleanor
Cobham%SHenry IV D3 Cd 2 Henry VIO KM & Mo 72 &K & L THER S Nz0H514414E,%
Joan DK % 72 DIXZFDRLETH > 72"

1A 2 BEEE CE N Ancrene Wisseld, $k4c LREROI-DIEL DT v — T g v H%
EINh, L DEFOERPEAR SNz, £ LT, BEFEINTESL LTI, 77V A
EABELTAEDD T T Y AGRICEIRE N, Ak & IR F TEE S T 2.
ZOEED 1 2i%, 15t Bie L THEF & NzEleanor Cobham® b D & 72 720 1R
B #E R T - 72 FHumphrey, Duke of Gloucester™ & & $I12ES L7 ‘Plesaunce’ 21, 38
BIALFROEERLEMRZEDPHNTNZZETH S, O VitelliusFARIL, 5D
BICfN BRI H 0720725 ) o TMUE, RHTTI L7 & —DSir Robert Cotton DFZE
Y. Cotton Collection & L THELFIBL 24 1R U727 & ORERIWHIT & L GEIZN
72139 ® Ashburnham House Tl AFEIZH KFIZE ) WS, &) (& AN L, ZOER
X, KdHRY O % SN Eleanor Db D IZRIZE B ENhD X 72, Ll HRITE
PSR SREARI R, Vitelius BAIR, B, &9 %< 0y Ky OKKRE
FEOEEDOTIZEEDH %1572, Eleanor & FHE. ViteliusBEARIE, 7 AL EME /2
EoleDTHo72."
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1) J.A. Herbert (ed.), The French Text of the Ancrene Riwle Edited from British Museum MS. Cotton
Vitellius F vii, EETS o.s. 219 (London, 1967); Thomas Smith, Catalogue of the Mannscripts in the
Cottonian Library 1696, edited by C. G. C. Tite (Cambridge, 1984), 103.

2) Herbert, The French Text, ix. ,

3) E. J. Dobson, The Origins of Ancrene Wisse (Oxford, 1976), 300.
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5) J. R. R. Tolkien, The English Text of the Ancrene Riwle: Ancrene Wisse Edited from MS. Corpus
Christi College Cambridge 402, EETS o.s. 249 (London, 1962).
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9) Dobson, The Origins, 286-9.

10) Dobson, The Origins, 300; G. C. Macaulay, ‘The “Ancren Riwle”, Modern Language Review 9 (1914),
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11) Dobson iZ Annora de Braose (c.1190-after 1241) D 72012, 75 ¥ AEMMMEL Nz & W HRFE LT
TWwb (The Origins, 309).
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BIZ TEDDEET] thoTwd, TRIIEZIZL S,
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20) ‘Each may say them in the way she likes best, and so also when you say versicles from the Psalter, when
you read English or French books, and when you make holy meditations.” (Salu, Ancrene Riwle, 19)
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broSer in ower Englische boc of Seinte Margarete?’ (Tolkien, The English Text, 125), 7 T ¥ AFEIR®D
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Seinte Margarete? (Herbert, The French Text, 165.) & 2o THB Y, [HEED] OEDZH R\,

22) Herbert, The French Text, xii.
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24) 23. [October] A Fire broke out in the House of Mr Bently, adjoining to the King’s School near
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2000£.” (The Gentleman’s Magazine: or, Trader’s Monthly Intelligencer October, 1731, 451) HZRAIZ
Oxford ?® Christ Church iZ 3B %% John Michael Rysbrack (1693-1770) 12 & 5. ZDKEDOHTF % BE
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