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A validity investigation of the abusive maternal behavior index:
relevance of the abusive maternal behavior score to the socioeconomic conditions
and the feelings about child-rearing
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Abstract

Although taking some substantial prophylactic measures against maltreatment of children is an
important subject, the index for prophylactic measures that can evaluate both the maltreatment and
the preceding phase of maltreatment has not been developed so far. This study aimed to evaluate the
validity of a score generated from a number of items and frequency of abusive maternal behavior as
an index of both maltreatment and its preceding phase. An anonymous questionnaire survey of moth-
ers rearing 3-6 year-old children was conducted, and relevance of abusive maternal behavior score
and powerful risk factors of maltreatment was examined. As a result, the score of abusive maternal
behavior had sufficient inner compatibility, and had the relationship with the following socioeconomic
states: the single-mother family, the low household income and the mother's low educational back-
ground. Moreover, it was shown that the score was related to burden of child-rearing and anxiety
about child-rearing. Therefore, it was suggested that the abusive maternal behavior score have a cer-
tain validity to grasp the actual conditions of the maltreatment and the preceding phase of maltreat-
ment.
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