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Abstract

Objective: To determine type and cause of drug related problems (DRPs)
in home care visits for patients with chronic disease by the pharmacist.
Method: A survey design was used during home Vvisits for the patients in
Wapipathum, Maha Sarakham, by pharmacists in the multidisciplinary team
during Feb. to Aug. 2013. Data collection was conducted using interview,
observation and documentation using INHOMESS home visit guide and
PNCE DRP identification guide. Data were analyzed and presented as
descriptive statistics. Results: With 66 patients home-visited, there were
more females (60.00%) than males, and diabetes was the most found
illness followed by hypertension. Disease-specific health problems were the
most frequently found issue (51.51% of patients), followed by problems in
daily living and concomitant use of food and drugs that could affect drug
treatment (37.87 and 36.36, respectively). A total of 62 episodes of DRPS
were found. With the effectiveness of drug therapy as the most frequently
found DRP category, achieving subtherapeutic drug benefit was the most
found DRP followed by the need for indicated drug. For 62 DRP episodes,
a total of 81 causes of DRPs were identified with incorrect drug
usage/administration (29 times, 35.80%) and wrong drug selected (19
times, or 23.46%) as the most found specific causes. Conclusion: In home
visit to determine DRPs and the related causes, subtherapeutic benefits
were the most frequently found DRP. The finding emphasizes the critical

role of pharmacists in home care multidisciplinary team.

Keywords: drug related problem, cause, home care, INHOMESS, NCPE
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